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The Asian Development Research Institute 

(ADRI) was established in 1991 in Patna. The 

motivation behind starting yet another Institute 

in Patna was not merely to expand social science 

research, but to emphasise those dimensions of 

social science research which, although critical, 

had received rather limited attention. In the above 

perspective, the objectives of ADRI are — (a) to 

undertake academic research of direct relevance 

to development efforts made by an individual or 

a group or the community itself involving policy 

change, (b) to broaden the database of research 

and its end use by involving as many classes of 

persons and institutions as possible, (c) to offer 

research results in a more innovative, demystified 

and use-worthy form, and finally (d) to restore man 

to his central position in social science research, 

and with full dignity.

After being established, the Institute functioned in 

an informal manner till 1995 when its activities 

were formalized with the appointment of research 

staff and a Director. Since then, the Institute has 

completed about 125 research studies, many of 

them using an inter-disciplinary framework. These 

studies can be broadly divided into four categories 

— (a) analytical, (b) diagnostic, (c) advocatory, and 

(d) evaluative. ADRI also prepares the annual 

Economic Survey for the Government of Bihar and 

till date 10 such surveys have been prepared.

The organizational structure of ADRI includes, 

besides the mother Institute, three more units — 

State Resource Centre (SRC) for adult education in 

Bihar, sponsored by the Union Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD), Jan Shikshan 

Sansthan (JSS), again sponsored by the MHRD, and 

Centre for Economic Policy and Public Finance 

(CEPPF), sponsored by the Government of Bihar. 

The Institute also has its office in Ranchi 

(Jharkhand), which hosts an SRC for Jharkhand, 

sponsored by the MHRD. Yet another unit at ADRI 

is the International Growth Centre (IGC) India-

Bihar, one of the country programmes of the IGC 

and dedicated to policy research on Bihar. Very 

recently, the Indian Council of Social Science 

Research (ICSSR) has recognized ADRI as one of its 

member institutions.





The states of Bihar and Jharkhand, right from 

ancient times, have attracted scholars’ attention 

for various reasons. The region that presently 

encompasses these two states holds histories that 

shape them even today. The region is remembered 

for its numerous achievements in ancient period, 

like the establishment of the first democracy of the 

world in Lichhavi, or the place where Buddhism first 

emerged, or the great centre of learning in Nalanda. 

Even during the colonial period, the two states 

played a stellar role in India’s independence struggle, 

starting with the Champaran struggle of Mahatma 

Gandhi. But this image of the two states, a land of 

glorious past, has now been overtaken by another 

one – underlying its serious social and economic 

disadvantages and the complex socio-political forces 

that guide its destiny. Admittedly, the two states have 

experienced some positive changes in the recent 

past, but both have a long way to go before they can 

emerge as regions of prosperity and enlightenment.

Some of the socio-economic and cultural differences 

within the region cumulated in the partition of the 

region in the year 2000 and the formation of the two 

separate federal states. However, shared histories 

of development and decline continue to impact 

the region in the present time. The borders have 

separated the region politically but have not disunited 

the states socio-economically and/or culturally. As 

neighbouring states with shared pasts, the borders 

are porous, both literally and symbolically.

Bihar is one of the regions that have very limited 

natural endowments, thus, making the task of 

development demand extraordinary human effort. 

Before its partition in 2000, the state had enormous 

mineral wealth in its southern part, now Jharkhand; 

but even after the division, the present Bihar has 

large tracts of fertile land in its Gangetic plain. But, 

thanks to its agrarian history, dictated largely by the 

infamous ‘Permanent Settlement’ regime introduced 

by the colonial administration, the growth potential 

of its land resources is far from being fully realised. 

Educational backwardness and infrastructural poverty 

— the result of state’s indifference during pre- as well 

as post-independence period — are the two crucial 

needs that have turned the agenda of development 

even more challenging in present Bihar.

The story of Jharkhand is not much different, as its 

natural abundances have been unable to meet its 

people’s aspirations. No reassuring answers have 

appeared on the way out of this dismay. Its industries 

are churning out wealth that is revitalizing the capital, 

but it has left much of labour unattended. Such an 

opaque vision of development will only reinforce 

frictions in society. The state seriously needs to mull 
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what would satisfy its people, and create a model 

of its own, if necessary. It also needs to ask how it’s 

preparing to cope with identities.

The polity of both Bihar and Jharkhand is sharply 

divided along class, caste and tribal identities. 

Unlike some other states, the political process 

here has deep roots that had started parallel to 

India’s independence struggle and various radical 

mobilisations. And, there were also caste-based 

mobilisations that probably started with certain 

social objectives but later acquired strong political 

implications. Some have witnessed an element of 

political democratisation in recent socio-political 

trends, while others underlined disconnect 

between democracy and development in that 

very trend. 

Jharkhand and Bihar are now at a crossroad and 

one wonders which path they would tread in the 

near future. In their conference presentations, 

scholars will be invited to deliberate on above-

mentioned shared histories of development, 

agitation, decline and divergences, muse on the 

present and speculate about the future of the 

region, based on recent state-specific experiences.



Arvind Narayan Das was endowed with a brilliant 

mind, deeply analytical and sceptical of all things 

given, a keen intellect and great humour. He 

developed a keen interest in reading under the able 

guidance of Father James Cox who shaped him as 

a renaissance intellectual at St Xavier’s High School, 

Patna. 

Later, studying at St. Stephen’s College, Delhi, he 

evolved from an observer and voracious reader 

to an active participant in the movement for 

fundamental political change. He participated in the 

radical agrarian movement. He along with friends 

put up India 69, a brilliant play on the contemporary 

situation. In 1970 after completing his Masters 

in History, he went underground to Purnia, the 

land of the landlords, poor peasants and kala azar. 

Living among the peasantry, he had tried to adapt 

to their lives while giving them political education 

and organising actions against the landlord- rich 

peasant combine. He was imprisoned and tortured 

like so many others and subsequently released and 

moved out of Bihar to the Gokhle Institute in Pune. 

He did a Ph.D. in Economic History on the history of 

the Kisan Sabha and peasant movements in Bihar. 

Among several books that he wrote, ‘Changel: 

The Biography of a Village became a classic taking 

village’ studies to a new level. It showed his deep 

understanding and empathy for the village and it’s 

plight.

In 1988 he embarked on a new career in journalism 

with the Times of India editorial as Senior Research 

Editor. He brought his deep insights into poverty 

and inequality and his analytical skills into writing for 

the edit pages. Arvind’s another major contribution 

was the India Invented documentary based on the 

outlook of Professor D. D. Kosambi whose work he 

admired enormously. Then again he along with 

others founded Biblio, a book review journal, that 

too endures. He was also the Chairperson of the 

Asian Development Research Institute during 1992 

to 2000, the year he passed away. 

Arvind was taken from us too early. In these fraught 

times when the Right and the Left almost hate 

each other, Arvind’s friends are from every shade of 

opinion and each one found something in him to 

like and love.

ARVIND NARAYAN DAS
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PROGRAMME

Day 1 MARCH 24 -  FRIDAY

9:00-10:00 AM REGISTRATION

Master of Ceremonies: Setika Singh

PRE-INAUGURAL SPECIAL SESSION BY FRIENDS OF LATE ARVIND NARAYAN DAS

10:00-10:50 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – I

Chairperson 	 :	 Prabhat P. Ghosh 
		  Director, Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna 

Speaker 	 : 	 Nirmal Sengupta 
		  National Fellow, Indian Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), Shimla  

Topic 	 : 	 Emerging Identities in Language, Culture and Economy

10:50-11:10 AM TEA

11:10 AM-12:00 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – II

Chairperson 	 :	 M. N. Karna, Sociologist

Speaker 	 : 	 Johannes Breman 
		  Professor, Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research 

Topic 	 :	 The Undeserving Poor

12:00-1:00 PM LUNCH – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL



2:15-3:15 PM INAUGURAL SESSION

Welcome Speech	 :	 Shaibal Gupta, Member-Secretary 
		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna 

Chairperson’s Remarks	 :	 N. K. Singh, Former Member, Rajya Sabha

Reading of Citation in Memory of Arvind N. Das (Former Chairman, ADRI) 
	 :	 Prabhat P. Ghosh  
		  Director, Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna

Presentation of Citation to Srijana Das (Daughter of Late Arvind N. Das)	  
	 :	 Pranab Mukherjee 
		  Hon’ble President of India 

Special Guest 	 :	 Ashok Choudhary 
		  Hon’ble Minister, Department of Education, Bihar 

Esteemed Guest 	 :	 Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 
		  Hon’ble Dy. Chief Minister &  
		  Minister, Department of Road Construction, Bihar

Speech by		   
Distinguished Guest	:	 Nitish Kumar, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Bihar

Speech by 	  
Guest of Honour	 :	 Ram Nath Kovind, Hon’ble Governor, Bihar

Inaugural Speech by	 
Chief Guest 	 :	 Pranab Mukherjee, Hon’ble President of India

Concluding Remarks	:	 Meghnad Desai 
		  Chairman, Academic Advisory Committee  
		  ADRI Silver Jubilee Celebration 2016-17

4:00-4:50 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – III

Chairperson 	 :	 Ashis Nandy, Honorary Fellow 

		  Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi

Speaker 	 : 	 Jean-Joseph Boillot, Economist, CEPII France 

Topic 	 :	 Arthashastra – the Paradox of Modernity in  
		  Ancient Times and Beyond 
		  (Why a Modern State must be at the same time Liberal, Social, 
		  Entrepreneur, and finally, Regulator, but also Conducive to 
		  Innovation)

4:50-5:05 PM TEA



5:05-5:55 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – IV

Chairperson 	 :	 John Harriss 
		  Professor, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver  

Speaker 	 : 	 Gerry  Rodgers  

		  Former Director, International Institute for Labour Studies (IILS) 

		  Geneva 

Topic 	 : 	 Bihar’s Development in Comparative Perspective
 

5:55-6:45 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – V

Chairperson 	 :	 Nitya Rao, Professor, University of East Anglia, Norwich 

Speaker 	 : 	 Anand A. Yang 
		  Professor, University of Washington, Washington D.C.

Topic 	 : 	 Purabiya and Beyond 
		  The Long and Short of Migration from Colonial Bihar

6:45-7:35 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – VI

Chairperson 	 :	 Subrata K. Mitra 
		  Director, Institute of South Asian Studies 

		  National University of Singapore (NUS)  

Speaker 	 : 	 Wendy Singer, Professor, Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio

Topic 	 : 	 Reservations and Creating New Government 
		  Jharkhand and Bihar in the 1950s.

7:35-9:00 PM DINNER  – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

Day 2 MARCH 25 -  SATURDAY

9:30-10:20 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – VII

Chairperson 	 :	 Gopa Sabharwal 
		  Founder Vice-Chancellor, Nalanda University, Rajgir  

Speaker 	 : 	 Vinita Damodaran, Professor, University of Sussex, Brighton  

Topic 	 :	 Adivasis and the Anthropocene 
		  Towards an Environmental History of Eastern India

10:20-10:35 AM TEA



10:35-11:25 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – VIII

Chairperson 	 :	 Siddharth Varadarajan, Founding Editor, The Wire

Speaker 	 : 	 Kanchan Chandra, Professor, New York University

Topic 	 : 	 Democracy from the Margins

11:25 AM-12.15 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – IX

Chairperson 	 :	 Dipankar Gupta 

		  Former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi

Speaker 	 : 	 Ashis Nandy, Honorary Fellow 

		  Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi

Topic 	 : 	 Another Cosmopolitanism 
		  Living with Radical Diversities and Being Oneself

12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - I : COLONIALISM AND ITS VARIED IMPACT IN THE REGION 

Chairperson 	 :	 Anand A. Yang 

		  Professor, University of Washington, Washington D.C.

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Ajai Singh, Independent Researcher 

Topic	 :	 Bihar : Aspirations and the Baggage of History 

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Prakash Kumar 
		  Associate Professor, Pennsylvania State University

Topic	 :	 Tirhut’s Indigo: World War, Empire and Administered Markets

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Aishwarj Kumar, Faculty, University of Cambridge

Topic	 :	 The Question of Language in Administration and  
		  Education in Bihar, 1850-1900

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Shashank S. Sinha, Author, Editor - Routledge 

Topic	 : 	 The Idea of Witch in Colonial and Post-colonial 
		  Chhotanagpur and Santhal Parganas 

Presentation-5 	 : 	 Manoj Kumar Tiwary, Independent Researcher

Topic	 :	 Historical and Contemporary Ramifications of 19th Century 	
		  Colonial Education Policies in Bihar and Jharkhand

Presentation-6 	 : 	 Sonal Singh, Doctoral Scholar, University of Delhi

Topic	 :	 Gifts, Tributes and Bribes in a Historical Perspective 
		  Early Colonial Bihar



12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : CHANAKYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - II : MOBILITY IN THE REGION OVER TIME 

Chairperson 	 :	 Shakti Sinha
		  Director, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Crispin Bates, Professor, University of Edinburgh

Topic	 :	 Post-1857 Migration and the Role of 

		  Intermediaries in the South Asian Diaspora 

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Catherine Servan-Schreiber

		  Professor, Centre for South Asian Studies (CEIAS), EHESS, France 

Topic	 :	 Mobility in Bihar: Islamic Hagiographic Sources and 

		  Circulation of Chapbooks

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Camille Buat, Doctoral Scholar, Gottingen University

Topic	 :	 The Multiple Faces of Bidesiya : Exploring the Figure of the 

		  “Up-Country Migrant” in Eastern India

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Kashshaf Ghani, Assistant Professor, Nalanda University, Rajgir

Topic	 :	 The Eastern Corridor

		  Movement and Mobility in Medieval Bihar

Presentation-5 	 : 	 Sraman Mukherjee 

		  Assistant Professor, Nalanda University, Rajgir

Topic	 :	 Between Pilgrimage and Survey 

		  Locating Jaina Cartography of Bihar in the Nineteenth Century

12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - III : VOICING HEROES AND UNSUNG HEROES 

Chairperson 	 :	 Hetukar Jha, Sociologist 

Presentation-1  	 : 	 Daniel Rycroft, Professor, University of East Anglia, Norwich

Topic 	 :	 Crossing Borders : Birsa Munda and Regional Heritage	

Presentation-2  	 : 	 Nicolas Jaoul, Researcher 

		  Centre for South Asian Studies (CEIAS), EHESS, France 

Topic 	 : 	 Jagjiwan Ram and Dalit Struggles after Independence 

		  A View from Uttar Pradesh

Presentation-3	 :	 Saagar Tewari 

		  Assistant Professor, O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat  

Topic 	 : 	 The Historic Role of Jaipal Singh Munda



Presentation-4 	 : 	 Raghav Sharan Sharma, Activist Scholar, Researcher and Writer 

Topic	 : 	 Lok Deo Yadunandan Sharma

Presentation-5  	 : 	 Ufaque Paiker, Doctoral Scholar,  

		  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 

Topic 	 : 	 Shad Azimabadi’s Patna 

		  Reading Patna through Urdu Literature

Presentation-6	 :	 Sankarshan Thakur, Roving Editor, The Telegraph

Topic 	 : 	 Subaltern : Vernacular and Cockney

2:00-3:00 PM LUNCH – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

3:00-4:30 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - IV 
STATE REORGANISATIONS AND ALTERNATIVE IDENTITY FORMATION 

Chairperson 	 :	 Crispin Bates 
		  Professor, University of Edinburgh

  

Presentation-1 	 :	 David Boyk 

		  Assistant Professor, Northwestern University, Evanston

Topic	 :	 A Sturdy Loyal People : Bihar’s Separation from Bengal

Presentation-2 	 :	 Gyanesh Kudaisya 

		  Associate Professor, National University of Singapore

Topic	 :	 Revisiting the Bihar-West Bengal Merger Plan, c. 1956 

		  Envisioning the Region in the 1950s

Presentation-3 	 :	 Samuel Berthet  

		  Associate Professor, Shiv Nadar University, Dadri  

Topic	 :	 An Attempt at Looking to the Overlapping Territorialities in 

		  Bihar and Jharkhand 

Presentation-4 	 :	 Ashutosh Kumar, Professor, Punjab University, Chandigarh

Topic	 :	 Moving Beyond the Constituent States 

		  Framing the Sub-Region Level Politics in India

Presentation-5	 :	 Sara Mahima George Rejy  

		  Doctoral Scholar, Goa University  

Topic	 :	 India’s Tryst with Federalism: New States in Federal India



3:00-4:30 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : CHANAKYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - V : POLITICS, ELECTION AND POWER STRUCTURES 

Chairperson 	 :	 Vinay K. Kantha 

		  Educationist

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Ashwani Kumar 
		  Professor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai

Topic	 : 	 Public or Private Leviathan ? The Politics of Crime Reduction  
		  and Infrastructure Development in Contemporary Bihar

Presentation-2	 : 	 Gaurang R. Sahay, Professor 
		  Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai

Topic	 :	 Economy, Caste and Power Structure in Rural Bihar

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Dilip Simeon, Trustee, Aman Trust, New Delhi 

Topic	 :  	Strike-breaking or the Refusal of Subalternity? 
		  The Tatanagar Foundry Strike of 1939

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Aaditya Dar, Doctoral Scholar 
		  George Washington University, Washington D.C. 

Topic	 :  	Politicians and Development 
		  Does Identity and Background Matter?

Presentation-5	 : 	 Sarthak Bagchi, Doctoral Scholar, Leiden University 

Topic	 : 	 Can Clientelism be Democratic? 
		  Tracing the Working of Informal Politics amidst Development, 
		  Dignity and Decentralization in Bihar

3:00-4:30 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - VI : 	 JHARKHAND AND BIHAR 
			   SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & POLICIES COMPARED 

Chairperson 	 :	 Jeffrey Witsoe  
		  Associate Professor, Union College,  Schenectady, New York

Presentation-1	 : 	 Amit Prakash 

		  Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi  

Topic	 :  	Conflicts and Rationalities of Governance in 

		  Bihar and Jharkhand, India

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Sanjay Kumar, Director 

		  Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi 

Topic	 :  	Comparing Political Trajectories in Bihar and Jharkhand 



Presentation-3 	 : 	 Debdatta Saha, Assistant Professor 

		  South Asia University, New Delhi 

Topic	 :	 Industrial Policy : Comparing Jharkhand with Bihar

Presentation-4	 :	 Gautam P. Patel, Senior Policy Manager, J-PAL South Asia at IFMR

Topic	 :	 Research to Action : Case-study of an Evidence-based 
		  Scale-up – Building Stable Livelihoods for the 
		  Poorest of the Poor in  Bihar and Jharkhand 

Presentation-5	 :	 Imran  Amin, Assistant Professor 

		  Ambedkar University, New Delhi

Topic	 : 	 Conflict, Security and Governance 
		  Development Challenges of Bihar and Jharkhand

4:45-5:35 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – X

Chairperson 	 :	 Ashutosh Varshney, Professor, Brown University, Providence

Speaker 	 : 	 Dipankar Gupta 
		  Former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 

Topic 	 : 	 Making Majorities in Democracies : The Citizenship Embrace

5:35-5:50 PM TEA

5:50-6:40 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XI

Chairperson 	 :	 A. K. Shiva Kumar, Senior Consultant and Policy Advisor 
		  United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 		
		  (UNICEF), India 

Speaker 	 : 	 John Harriss, Professor of International Studies, 
		  Simon Fraser University, Vancouver

Topic 	 : 	 Polanyi's 'Great Transformation' Redux 
		  The Political and Economic Origins of Our Times

6:40-7:30 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XII

Chairperson 	 :	 Vinita Damodaran, Professor, University of Sussex, Brighton  

Speaker 	 : 	 Peter Robb, Emeritus Professor, School of Oriental and 
		  African Studies (SOAS), University of London   

Topic 	 : 	 Colonial Development? On Watchmen and 
		  Water in Bihar under British Rule

7:30-9:00 PM DINNER  – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL



Day 3 MARCH  26  -  SUNDAY

9:30-10:20 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XIII

Chairperson 	 :	 Alok Rai, Litterateur 

Speaker 	 :	 Vasudha Dalmia 

		  Professor Emerita, University of California, Berkeley 

Topic 	 :	 Modernity and Modernism in the Hindi World

10:20-10:35 AM TEA

10:35-11:25 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XIV

Chairperson 	 :	 Harry Blair 
		  Senior Research Scholar, Yale University, New Haven  

Speaker 	 : 	 Ashutosh Varshney 

		  Professor, Brown University, Providence  

Topic 	 : 	 India's Democracy : Electoral Vibrancy and Liberal Deficits

11:25 AM-12:15 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SPECIAL  LECTURE

Chairperson 	 :	 Meghnad Desai 
		  Emeritus Professor, London School of Economics 

Speaker   	 : 	 Rathin Roy, Director, National Institute of 

		  Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi 

Topic	 :	 Some Reflections on Inclusive Growth and Fiscal Policy in 
		  Contemporary India

12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - VII : 	HINDI HEARTLAND  
			   CULTURAL CONSTRUCT AND IDENTITY FORMATIONS 

Chairperson 	 :	 Vasudha Dalmia 

		  Professor Emerita, University of California, Berkeley

Presentation-1 	 :	 Imre Bangha, Associate Professor, University of Oxford

Topic	 :	 Erach, Rajgir, Dalmau 

		  The Earliest Documented Locations of Hindi Literature 

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Christopher L. Diamond 

		  Doctoral Scholar, University of Washington – Seattle 

Topic 	 : 	 At the Margins in the Center 
		  Maithili Identity and Literature in the Hindi Heartland



Presentation-3	 : 	 Rohit Prakash, Journalist and Researcher

Topic	 : 	 Language and Region: The Making of the ‘Hindi Heartland’

Presentation-4	 : 	 Awanish Kumar, Professor, St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai

Topic	 : 	 At the Margins of the Hindi Heartland: Bihar and Jharkhand

Presentation-5	 : 	 Sadan Jha, Associate Professor 

		  Centre for Social Studies (CSS), Surat

Topic	 : 	 Visualising a Region: Phanishwarnath Renu and the 
		  Archive of the ‘Regional–Rural’ in the 1950s

12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : CHANAKYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - VIII :	GOVERNANCE CHALLENGES 
			   GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

Chairperson 	 :	 Mohammad Nadeem Noor, Programme Coordinator 
		  United Nations Population Fund  (UNFPA), Bihar

Presentation-1	 :	 Areendam Chanda, Professor, Louisiana State University

Topic	 :	 Local Growth and Convergence in India (2000-2010)	  

Presentation-2 	 :	 Chirashree Das Gupta, Associate Professor, 

		  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi

Topic	 :	 Challenge of Governance 
		  Growth, Development and Social Justice	  

Presentation-3 	 :	 Sisir Debnath, Assistant Professor 

		  Indian School of Business (ISB), Hyderabad

Topic	 :  	No Free Lunch: Using Technology to Improve the 
		  Efficacy of School Feeding Programs

12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - IX :	 JHARKHAND AND THE TRIBAL SCENARIO  
			   HISTORY, STATUS QUO AND NEW DIRECTIONS

Chairperson 	 :	 Wendy Singer, Professor, Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Ritambhara Hebbar  
		  Professor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai

Topic	 :	 History, Contemporaneity and Tribal Self-Rule 
		  Reflections on Jharkhand and its Future 

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Marine Carrin, Professor 

		  Centre Nationnal de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), France

Topic	 :	 The Imagining of Alternative Citizenship in Jharkhand



12:30-2:00 PM
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Radhika Borde, Lecturer, Metropolitan University, Prague

Topic	 :	 Adivasis and Adim Janajati in Jharkhand : A Focus on Asurs

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Sangeeta Das Gupta  

		  Associate Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi

Topic	 :	 Reordering Histories : Tana Readings of their Past

Presentation-5 	 : 	 Paul Streumer, Independent Researcher		

Topic	 :	 Don’t Prettify It : Some Methodological Remarks on 
		  Researching and Presenting Adivasi History

2:00-3:00 PM LUNCH  – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

3.00-4.30 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - X :	 ORAL HISTORIES, POETRY/SONGS,  
			   THEATER AND THE REGION

Chairperson 	 :	 Alok Rai, Litterateur  

Presentation-1	 :	 Gregory Goulding, Affiliate Fellow,  

		  International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS), Leiden University  

Topic	 :	 “I’ll be Here with my Jungles and my Rivers” : New Perspectives  

		  on the Global in Recent Poetry from Bihar and Jharkhand	

Presentation-2	 : 	 Nitin Sinha, Senior Fellow 

		  Centre for Modern Oriental Studies, Berlin 

Topic	 : 	 The Home and the Hearth in the Age of Steam 

		  Poetic Imagination and Bhojpuriya Women

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Pranav Prakash  

		  Presidential Fellow, Graduate College, University of Iowa

Topic	 : 	 Literary Genre, Humour, and Politics in a Mithilā Nātak	

Presentation-4	 : 	 Smita Tewari Jassal, Professor, Ambedkar University, New Delhi

Topic	 :  	The Many Lives of a Folk Ballad as a Form of 

		  Cultural Production

3.00-4.30 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : CHANAKYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XI :	 GENDERING THE REGION	  	

Chairperson 	 :	 Ruchira Gupta  

		  Founder, Apne Aap Women Worldwide & Visiting Professor 
		  New York University (NYU)



Presentation-1 	 :	 Kalpana Wilson, Associate Researcher, 

		  Birkbeck, University of London  

Topic	 :	 Women’s Underpaid Labour in Bihar’s Development Model 
		  Precarity, Violence, and Strategies for Collective Organizing

Presentation-2 	 :	 Toni Darbas, Social Scientist, Commonwealth Scientific and 

		  Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Canberra

Topic	 :	 The Feminization of Agriculture in the Eastern Gangetic Plains 
		  Implications for Rural Development 

Presentation-3	 :	 Kazuki Minato, Research Fellow 

		  Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan	

Topic	 :	 Political Awareness, Gender and Identity 
		  Implications from Bihar, India	

Presentation-4	 :	 Pratishtha Singh, Lecturer, University of Delhi 	

Topic	 :	 Economic Development Linked with Socio-Political 
		  Emancipation of Rural Women in the Region	

Presentation-5	 :	 Prashanti Tiwari, Gender Alliance, Bihar

Topic	 :	 Neoliberal Causality & Gender Casualty 
		  In Quest of Gender Justice in Bihar

3.00-4.30 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XII :	 ECOLOGY,  ENVIRONMENT, DISASTERS AND THE STATE 
			   CONTEMPORARY AND HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES	  	

Chairperson 	 :	 M. Asadur Rahman, Chief, United Nations International 
		  Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) office for Bihar

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Kaushik Ghosh, Professor, University of Texas at Austin

Topic	 :  	The Shimmering Land 

		  Adivasiness and the Ecological Imperative 

Presentation-2 	 :	 Sanjukta Dasgupta 

		  Associate Professor, Sapienza University, Rome 

Topic	 : 	 The Famine of 1915-17 in Kolhan Government Estate 

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Rohan D'Souza, Associate Professor, Graduate School of  

		  Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University 

Topic	 :  	Writing South Asian Environmental History in the 

		  Epoch of the Anthropocene

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Luisa Cortesi, Doctoral Scholar, Yale University, New Haven   

Topic	 :  	The Cognitive and Political Experience of 

		  Disastrous Flooding in North India 

Presentation-5 	 :	 Murari Kumar Jha, Assistant Professor, Nalanda University, Rajgir

Topic	 :  	State Formation along the Ganga River, c. 1700-1750 



4:45-5:45 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SPECIAL LECTURE

Welcome Address	 :	 Shaibal Gupta, Member-Secretary 

		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna 

Chairperson 	 :	 N. K. Singh  

		  Former Member, Rajya Sabha

Comment	 :	 Ashok Choudhary
		  Hon’ble Education Minister, Bihar 

Speaker 	 : 	 Prakash Javadekar

		  Hon’ble Union HRD Minister, Government of India

Vote of Thanks 	 :	 Anjan Mukherji, Chairman 

		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna

5:45-6:00 PM TEA

6:00-6:50 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XV

Chairperson 	 :	 Imre Bangha, Associate Professor, University of Oxford

Speaker 	 : 	 Alok Rai, Litterateur

Topic 	 : 	 Hindi Heartland : Making and Unmaking

6:50-7:40 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XVI

Chairperson 	 :	 Subrata K. Mitra, Director, Institute of South Asian Studies,  

		  National University of Singapore (NUS) 

Speaker 	 : 	 Sudha Pai, National Fellow, Indian Council of Social Science 	

		  Research (ICSSR) & Former Professor, 

		  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 

Topic 	 : 	 Politics of States Reorganization in the Hindi Heartland 

		  The Case of Bihar

7:40-9:00 PM DINNER  – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

Day 4 MARCH 27 -  MONDAY

9:30-10:20 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XVII

Chairperson 	 :	 Syed Gulrez Hoda, Member, Bihar State Planning Board 

Speaker 	 : 	 Harry Blair, Senior Research Scholar, Yale University, New Haven  

Topic 	 : 	 Dignity and Development as Trajectory 

		  Bihar as a Model for Nepal?



10:20-10:35 AM TEA

10:35-11:25 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XVIII

Chairperson 	 :	 Christopher V.  Hill, Professor 

		  University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 

Speaker 	 : 	 William R. Pinch 

		  Professor, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut   

Topic 	 : 	 Blown from Cannon :  The Prelude to Buxar, 1764

11.25 AM-12.15 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XIX

Welcome Address	 :	 Shaibal Gupta, Member-Secretary 

		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna

Chairperson 	 :	 Meghnad Desai, Emeritus Professor 

		  London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) 

Speaker 	 :	 N. N. Vohra, Hon’ble Governor, Jammu and Kashmir 

Topic 	 :	 Post Freedom India – A Look Back

Vote of Thanks	 :	 Neeraj Kumar, Convener, Academic Advisory Committee 

12:30-2:00 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XIII :	RIVER, LAND AND PEOPLE 
			   THE KOSI TRAIL 

Chairperson 	 :	 Christopher V.  Hill 
		  Professor, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs  

Presentation-1	 :	 D. K. Mishra, Convenor, Barh Mukti Abhiyan, Patna 

Topic	 :	 Bihar Floods – Challenges Ahead

Presentation-2 	 :	 Stephen Biggs, Research Associate, School of Oriental and 

		  African Studies (SOAS), University of London   

Topic	 :	 Rural Change in the Kosi River Basin : A Capital Goods Perspective 

Presentation-3 	 :	 Rupak Kumar Jha, Doctoral Scholar 

		  Department of Humanities and Social Sciences  

		  Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay

Topic	 :  	Vulnerability Assessment to Floods in Bihar at the 

		  Sub-national Scale : An Application of Data Envelopment  

		  Analysis (DEA) Method



Presentation-4 	 : 	 Stephanie Leder, Post-Doctoral Fellow 

		  International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Nepal

Topic	 : 	 Migration, Gendered Water Institutions and Farmer Collectives  

		  in a Changing Agrarian Structure in Mithilanchal

12:30-2:00 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : CHANAKYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XIV : INEQUALITIES, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PROTEST 

Chairperson 	 :	 Arun Chaudhary 
		  Former Director-General, Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB), India

Presentation-1 	 :	 Badri Narayan, Professor 

		  Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad 

Topic	 : 	 Invisible in Democracy 

		  Most Marginalised Dalit Communities in Uttar Pradesh  

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Jeffrey Witsoe, Associate Professor 

		  Union College,  Schenectady, New York

Topic	 :	 Lessons from Right-to-Work Activism in Rural Bihar 

Presentation-3	 :	 Mohammad Sajjad, Associate Professor, 

		  Aligarh Muslim University (AMU)

Topic	 : 	 Communalization and Crime 

		  Reflections on Recent Communal Violence in Bihar

Presentation-4	 : 	 Chinmaya Kumar, Former Country Economist 

		  International Growth Centre (IGC) India-Bihar

Topic	 : 	 Can Providing Information Reduce Leakages in 

		  Public Distribution System?

Presentation-5	 : 	 Anurag Ekka, Doctoral Scholar 

		  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 

Topic	 :  	Contesting Social Justice : Politics of Recognition and 

		  Redistribution among Adivasis in Jharkhand

12:30-2:00 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XV : MIGRATION MATTERS 

Chairperson 	 :	 Indrajit Roy
		  Research Fellow, University of Oxford

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Nitya Rao, Professor, University of East Anglia, Norwich

Topic	 :  	Gendered Migration, Rights and Identities 

		  Experiences and Representation of Jharkhand



Presentation-2	 :	 Tanweer Fazal, Associate Professor 

		  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 

Topic	 :	 Migrant, ‘Home’ and Politics : Bihari Labour in Metropolis

Presentation-3	 :	 Ratnakar Tripathy, Fellow 

		  Indian Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), Shimla   

Topic	 :	 The Meaning of Migration from Bihar : From Top to Bottom

Presentation-4 	 :	 Amrita Datta,  Associate Fellow 

		  Institute for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi

Topic	 :	 Home, Identity and Belonging 

		  Male Migration, and Bilocational Households of Rural Bihar

2:00-3:00 PM LUNCH – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

3:00-4:30 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION- XVI :	BIHAR AND NEPAL 
			   HYDRAULIC AND OTHER CONNECTIONS  

Chairperson  	 :	 D. K. Mishra, Convenor, Barh Mukti Abhiyan, Patna 

Discussant	 :	 Prashant Jha, Senior Journalist 

		  The Hindustan Times, New Delhi

Presentation-1 	 :	 Dipak Gyawali, Chairman, Nepal Water Conservation 

		  Foundation (NWCF) & Former Minister, Government of Nepal 

Presentation-2 	 :	 Arjun Dhakal, Chair, 

		  Nepal Forum of Environmental Journalist (NeFEJ), Kathmandu  

Presentation-3	 :	 Dwarika Nath Dhungel, Senior Research Fellow 

		  Niti Foundation, Nepal & Former Water Resources Secretary 

		  Government of Nepal  

Presentation-4 	 :	 Govinda Sharma Pokharel, Vice-Chairperson 

		  Nepal Water Conservation Foundation (NWCF) 

Presentation-5 	 :	 Poudel Keshab Prasad, Editor, Spotlight, Nepal

3:00-4:30 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : CHANAKYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION- XVII :	 CASTE, CLASS AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
			   DURING COLONIAL RULE

Chairperson 	 :	 Prabhat Kumar, Social Policy Specialist 

		  United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund  

		  (UNICEF), Bihar 



Presentation-1 	 : 	 Peter Gottschalk, Professor 

		  Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut

Topic	 : 	 A Bloody and Degrading Superstition : Coalescing 

		  Islamophobia and Anti-Muslim Sentiment in British India

Presentation-2	 : 	 Mridu Rai, Professor, Presidency University, Kolkata

Topic	 :  	We are Shudras first, Muslims after 

		  Caste and Islam in Colonial and Postcolonial North India 

Presentation-3	 : 	 I. K. Choudhary, Professor, Ranchi University

Topic	 :  	Zamindars and Service Jagirs : A Study of 

		  Chhotanagpur Raj in Medieval Jharkhand (1580-1832 AD)

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Rajesh Kumar, Associate Professor, University of Delhi 

Topic	 : 	 Swami Sahajanand Saraswati, Bihar Provincial 

		  Kisan Sabha and the Politics of Caste c.1910s to 1939

3:00-4:30 PM 
(Three Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XVIII : VISUAL CULTURES AND IDENTITIES   

Chairperson 	 :	 Anjana Sharma
		  Associate Professor, University of Delhi  

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Avijit Ghosh, Senior Editor, The Times of India, New Delhi   
Topic	 :	 Early Bhojpuri Cinema and the Construction of Local Identity 
Presentation-2 	 : 	 Helene Fleury, Doctoral Scholar, University of Paris-Saclay; 
		  associated with Centre for South Asian Studies (CEIAS), 
		  EHESS, France 	  
Topic	 : 	 Heroization and International Reception of Mithila Paintings 
		  Constructing Women (Painters) Figure in William’s Archer’s 
		  and Yves Véquad’s Writings 	  
Presentation-3 	 : 	 Salila Kulshreshtha, Independent Researcher  
Topic	 :	 The Heritage of Sacred Spaces in South Bihar
Presentation-4 	 : 	 Ranu Roychoudhuri, Assistant Professor 
		  Nalanda University, Rajgir
Topic	 :	 Industrial India : Photographs from Post-independence Bihar

4:45-5:35 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XX

Chairperson 	 :	 Anjan Mukherji, Chairman 
		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna

Speaker 	 : 	 Satish  K.  Jain, Professor 
		  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 

Topic 	 : 	 On the Land Acquisition under the 
		  Eminent Domain Power for Private Entities



5:35-5:50 PM TEA

5:50-6:40 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXI

Chairperson 	 :	 Antara Dev Sen, Editor, The Little Magazine, New Delhi 

Speaker 	 : 	 Janine Rodgers, Senior Visiting Fellow, 

		  Institute for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi

Topic 	 : 	 The Feminisation of Agriculture : Drivers and Constraints

6:40-7:30 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXII

Chairperson 	 :	 Mrinal Pande, Senior Journalist & Author

Speaker 	 :	 Subrata K. Mitra, Director, Institute of South Asian Studies  
		  National University of Singapore (NUS)  

Topic 	 :	 Rebels into Stakeholders 
		  Regional Governance and Resilience of the State in India

7:30-9:00 PM DINNER  – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

Day 5 MARCH 28 -  TUESDAY
8:35-9:25 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXIII

Chairperson 	 :	 Janine Rodgers, Senior Visiting Fellow 
		  Institute for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi

Speaker 	 :	 Alpa Shah, Associate Professor 
		  London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

Topic	 :	 Jharkhand in the Belly of the Indian Boom

9:30-10:45 AM
(Two Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

TECHNICAL SESSION - XIX : SOCIAL JUSTICE AND GOVERNANCE CHALLENGES  

Chairperson 	 :	 Subrata K. Mitra, Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, 
		  National University of Singapore (NUS)

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Jennifer Bussell, Assistant Professor 
		  University of California at Berkeley 
Topic	 : 	 Clients or Constituents? Citizens, Intermediaries, and 
		  Distributive Politics in India
Presentation-2 	 : 	 Ruchira Gupta, Founder, Apne Aap Women Worldwide & 
		  Visiting Professor, New York University (NYU)
Topic	 :	 Gandhian Social Justice Framework for Uplift of the Last Girl 
Presentation-3 	 : 	 Rajiva Ranjan Verma, Former DG 
		  National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), Government of India



Topic	 :	 Atrocities in the Post-Independence Bihar (Jharkhand) 

Presentation-4 	 :	 Alf Gunvald Nilsen 

		  Associate Professor, University of Adger, Norway  

Topic	 :	 We Are the Ones Who Make the Sarkar 
		  Law, Civil Society and Citizenship in Subaltern Politics

Presentation-5 	 :	 Kazuya Nakamizo 

		  Professor, Graduate School of Asian and  
		  African Area Studies, Kyoto University 

Topic	 :	 National Issues in the Local Context : The Analysis of 2014 
		  General Election and 2015 State Assembly Election in Bihar   

9:30-10:45 AM
(Two Parallel 
Sessions)

VENUE : NALANDA HALL 

TECHNICAL SESSION - XX : POLITICAL DYNAMICS AND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA  

Chairperson 	 :	 Chanchal Kumar 
		  Principal Secretary, Chief Minister’s Secretariat, Bihar 

Presentation-1 	 :	 Indrajit Roy, Research Fellow, University of Oxford

Topic	 :	 Democracy as Dignity : Agonistic Negotiations and 

		  Emancipatory Politics in Contemporary Bihar 

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Poulomi Dhar Chakrabarti, Doctoral Scholar 

		  Brown University, Providence 

Topic	 :	 The Political History of Bihar and Development Policy

Presentation-3 	 :	 Aviram Sharma, Assistant Professor, Nalanda University, Rajgir

Topic	 :	 Encountering Sustainability 

		  Governance of Irrigation Systems in South Bihar 

Presentation-4	 :	 Andre Nickow, Doctoral Scholar 

		  Northwestern University, Evanston   

		  Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, Deshkal Society, New Delhi 

Topic	 :  	The Impact of Community Mobilization on Land Rights 

		  Governance : Evidence from a Homestead Land Entitlement  

		  Initiative in Gaya District of Bihar, India

Presentation-5	 :	 Michiel Baas, Research Fellow 

		  National University of Singapore (NUS)

Topic	 :	 A State of Fitness : Is All Working Out in Bihar?

10:45-11:00 AM TEA



11:00-11:50 AM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXIV

Chairperson 	 :	 Stephen Biggs, Research Associate, School of Oriental and 

		  African Studies (SOAS), University of London

Speaker 	 :	 Geoff Wood, Emeritus Professor, University of Bath

Topic	 :	 Negotiating Landscapes : Learning from Kosi

11:50 AM-12:40 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXV

Chairperson 	 :	 William R. Pinch, Professor 

		  Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut 

Speaker 	 :	 Christopher V.  Hill, Professor 

		  University of Colorado at Colorado Springs  

Topic 	 :	 Custom and Progress in Colonial Purnia District 
		  The Bihar Tenancy Act and the Village Notes

12:40-1:30 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXVI

Chairperson 	 :	 Harry Blair, Senior Research Scholar, Yale University, New Haven    

Speaker 	 : 	 Pratap Bhanu Mehta

		  President & CEO, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi  

Topic 	 : 	 The Global Crisis of Liberal Democracy

1:30-2:30 PM LUNCH  – VENUE : LUMBINI HALL

2:30-3:20 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXVII

Chairperson 	 :	 Dilip Sinha, Former Ambassador to United Nations, Geneva 

Speaker 	 : 	 Dipak Gyawali, Chairman, National Water Conservation 
		  Foundation (NWCF) & Former Minister, Government of Nepal 

Topic 	 : 	 Transcending Constraints of Geography 
		  Role of Inland Navigation in the Shared Future of 
		  Himalaya-Ganga

3:20-4:10 PM VENUE : ASHOKA HALL

SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE – XXVIII

Chairperson 	 :	 Amit Khare

		  Development Commissioner, Government of Jharkhand 

Speaker 	 : 	 S. Subramanian, National Fellow, 
		  Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi  

Topic 	 : 	 Money-Metric Poverty and the Possibility of a Guaranteed  
		  Basic Income for India



4:10-4:30 PM TEA

4.30-6.00 PM VENUE : KAUTILYA HALL

VALEDICTORY SESSION

Welcome Address 	 :	 Shaibal Gupta, Member-Secretary 
		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna 

Chairperson 	 :	 Droupadi Murmu 
		  Hon’ble Governor, Jharkhand 

Distinguished Guests	:	 Saryu Rai, Hon’ble Minister 
		  Department of Parliamentary Affairs, Food, Public Distribution 
		  & Consumer Affairs, Government of Jharkhand 	

		  Ashok Choudhary  
		  Hon’ble Minister, Department of Education, Bihar 

Chief Guest 	 :	 Raghubar Das, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Jharkhand 

Valedictory Address	:	 Meghnad Desai, Emeritus Professor 
		  London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

Special Guests	 :	 Virendra Kumar Malhotra, Member-Secretary 
		  Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi

		  Diego Palacios,  

		  Country Representative for India & Bhutan 
		  United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

		  Alkesh Wadhwani

		  Country Director, Policy and Poverty Alleviation 
		  Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) India	

		  M. Asadur Rahman, Chief, United Nations International 
		  Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) office for Bihar

		  Madhulika Jonathan, Chief, United Nations International 
		  Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) Office for Jharkhand 

Vote of Thanks	 : 	 Anjan Mukherji, Chairman 
		  Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna
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PROFILES

AADITYA DAR

Aaditya is a Ph.D. scholar at the Department of 
Economics, George Washington University, Washington 
DC. His research interests lie in the field of development 
economics. He has conducted research on 
understanding the impact of agricultural technologies 
like modern varieties of seeds and role of irrigation in 
green revolution. He is also interested in the political 
economy of development and is currently examining 
whether a politician’s entry route in politics matters 
for public good provision. Previously, he worked at the 
Social and Rural Research Institute, IMRB International 
where he designed and executed several evaluation 
and research studies. Aaditya has completed his M.A. 
from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai & M.Phil. 
from George Washington University.

ABHINAV KHEMKA

Abhinav Khemka is the Country Economist at 
IGC India-Bihar.  He holds a Master degree in 
International Economics and Finance from University 
of Queensland and a Bachelors of Art in Economics 
from Michigan State University. Prior to joining IGC, 
Abhinav worked as a research assistant for Poverty 

A. K. SHIVA KUMAR

A. K. Shiva Kumar is a development economist and 
evaluator who studies issues related to human 
development, poverty, health, nutrition, basic 
education and the rights of women and children. 
He serves as senior consultant and policy advisor to 
UNICEF India and was until recently the Director of 
the International Centre for Human Development 
in New Delhi. He is Co-Chair of the Know Violence 
in Childhood, a global learning initiative that is 
synthesizing evidence to advocate ending violence. 
He is a Visiting Professor at the Ashoka University, 
Indian School of Business and Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government. A regular contributor to 
UNDP’s Human Development Reports and National 
Human Development Reports, he has served on the 
governing boards of the International Development 
Evaluation Association, Centre for Science and 
Environment, the Public Health Foundation of 
India and the International Center for Research on 
Women. He has been a member of several high-level 
committees of the Government of India, including 
the National Advisory Council.



Action Lab (J-PAL) on the Digital Greens Project 
in Bihar.  His research interest includes behavioral 
economics, agriculture economics and the role of 
technology in development.

ABHISHEK PRASAD

Abhishek Prasad grew up in Patna, attending St. 
Joseph’s Convent and St. Michael’s High School till Class 
X. He moved on to joining the Kodaikanal International 
School in Tamil Nadu where he completed the 
International Baccalaureate diploma and played tennis 
and the piano. He also attended Amherst College, 
USA where he studied English, Chemistry, History, 
Mathematics, etc. Finally, he graduated in English from 
Patna College. At ADRI, he transcribes important texts 
and speeches.

AISHWARJ KUMAR

A postgraduate from the University of Delhi where he 
taught history to undergraduate students for more 
than ten years, he is currently based in Cambridge 
where he has been teaching at the Faculty of Asian and 
Middle Eastern Studies. His M.Phil. dissertation was on 
the 'History of the Indian People's Theatre Association'. 
He is currently pursuing research on the social history 
of Hindi as a modern Indian language in North India 
during the period 1850-1900. He was an organizer 
and participant in the U.K. Regional Hindi Conference 
jointly organized by the Indian High Commission, 

London and Geetanjali in Birmingham in June 2011 on 
the theme of 'Hindi Bhasha : Dasha aur Disha' where 
he presented a paper on 'Bane Cattan Hindi Diwar 
Nahin'. He presented a paper on 'Hindi teaching and 
its problems' organized by Valladolid University in 
Valladolid, Spain in March 2012.

AJAI SINGH

Ajai Singh retired from the position of Member 
CBDT. He gave oversight to India’s Direct Tax Policy & 
Legislation as well as the Tax Department’s Information 
Technology Reforms. He served with the Indian 
Revenue Service for 37 years at various positions. These 
included Tax Administration, the Central Secretariat, 
the Central Vigilance Commission and the Employees 
Provident Fund India as Chief Executive. Singh has 
15 years' experience in implementing complex tax 
administration reforms. These include taxpayer 
enumeration (PAN) and the Centralized Bangalore 
Tax Return Processing Center. He has implemented 
similar ICT reforms in the EPF to improve delivery of 
pension and income protection schemes. Singh has 
presented papers at various International Conferences 
in Washington, Bangkok, Istanbul, Paris, Stockholm, 
Kuwait and Canberra. He has, for three years, chaired 
the Technical Commission on Provident Fund and 
Allied Schemes at the International Social Security 
Association (ISSA), Geneva, and helped formulate policy 
advice on various aspects of funding and investment. 
He has served as an International Consultant for IFC in 
Bangladesh and Nepal designing programs for radical 
administration reforms. He lives in rural Bihar at his 
family home. He has all along been very interested in 
researching the period between 1700-1950 and its spin 
off and influence in democratic Bihar.



ALF GUNVALD NILSEN

Alf Gunvald Nilsen is Associate Professor of 
Development Studies at the University of Agder, 
Norway. His research focuses on social movements 
in the global South, with particular concentration on 
subaltern politics, development and democracy in 
India. He is the author of ‘Dispossesion and Resistance 
in India: The River and the Rage’  and co-author of ‘We 
Make Our Own History: Marxism and Social Movements 
in the Twilight of Neoliberalism’. He has co-edited a 
number of volumes, most recently ‘New Subaltern 
Politics: Reconceptualizing Hegemony and Resistance 
in Contemporary India’  and ‘Social Movements 
and the State in India: Deepening Democracy?’. His 
forthcoming book is a study of Adivasi politics and the 
state in western Madhya Pradesh. He is also working on 
a co-authored study of law, state formation and social 
movements in modern India.

ALKESH WADHWANI

Alkesh Wadhwani is Country Director, Policy and 
Poverty Alleviation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
(BMGF), India. He leads the government relations for the 
Foundation’s India Country Office. He also oversees 
programmatic work in Agriculture Development, Water, 
Sanitation & Hygiene, Financial Services for the Poor 
and leads the Foundation’s work on Health Systems 
Design. Earlier, Wadhwani led the health, nutrition and 

family planning portfolio for BMGF in India. Before 
joining the Foundation, he worked for McKinsey & Co., 
where he served clients in India, Asia, Europe and the 
USA in the financial services and pharmaceutical 
sectors. He co-founded IIT Invest Trust Ltd., with seats 
on the BSE and NSE, and interests in institutional and 
retail broking and investment banking. He has also 
worked in the Financial Institutions Group of Citibank in 
Mumbai. His educational background includes a B.Tech 
in Electrical Engineering from IIT-Mumbai and an MBA 
from IIM-Calcutta in Finance and Systems.

ALOK RAI

Educated at the Allahabad and Oxford universities, Alok 
Rai taught at Allahabad University, IIT-Delhi, University 
of Delhi and briefly at the University of Pennsylvania, 
USA. Rai has a few books to his credit, including Hindi 
Nationalism and Orwell and the Politics of Despair.

ALPA SHAH

Alpa Shah is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Anthropology, LSE where she directs the Programme 
of Research on Inequality and Poverty. Shah read 
Geography at Cambridge, trained in Anthropology at 
the LSE, taught anthropology at Goldsmiths, University 
of London for eight years until she returned to the 
London School of Economics. Shah’s research and 
writing focuses on poor and marginalised people 
in India and Nepal, in particular Adivasis, Dalits and 



Janajatis. She explores the processes of inequality 

people get caught in and the various ways in which they 

try to subvert them. She has lived for several years as a 

social anthropologist among the Adivasi communities 

she writes about. Shah is the author of In the Shadows 
of the State: Indigenous Politics, Environmentalism and 
Insurgency in Jharkhand, India. She has also published 

more than twenty-five essays and journal articles, and 

has edited seven volumes on issues ranging from 

affirmative action, agrarian change, revolution in India 

and Nepal, emancipatory politics, the underbelly of the 

Indian boom, and Adivasi and Dalit political pathways.

AMIT KHARE

Amit Khare is Development Commissioner & 

Additional Chief Secretary, Planning-cum-Finance 

Department, Government of Jharkhand. He is an 

Indian Administrative Service officer (1985 batch) 

from Jharkhand Cadre and is a graduate from St. 

Stephen’s College, Delhi. He also has an MBA from 

IIM Ahmedabad. Khare has held various important 

assignments in both Central & State governments. He 

has rich experience of working with the departments 

of Finance and Education. He was Secretary, Board of 

Revenue, Bihar; the first Commissioner of Commercial 

Taxes of Jharkhand; Additional Finance Commissioner, 

Jharkhand; and Principal Secretary, Finance & Planning 

Department, Jharkhand. He has also served as 

Secretary, Human Resource Development and Principal 

Secretary to Governor, Jharkhand. Khare served the 

Central Government for six years as Joint Secretary, 

Higher Education, looking after the Education Policy, 

International Cooperation & Copyrights. He also served 

as Member-Secretary of National Pharmaceutical 

Pricing Authority.

AMIT PRAKASH

Amit Prakash is Professor of Law and Governance 
at the Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Earlier, he 
served as an Assistant Research Professor at the Centre 
for Policy Research, New Delhi. Amit Prakash holds a 
Ph.D. from the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London. During his academic career, 
he was awarded a number of academic honours 
and scholarships, including the Felix Scholarship for 
studying for a Ph.D. at SOAS. His areas of research 
and publications include politics of development 
and identity; critical governance studies (including 
governance indicators); conflict, governance and the 
state; democratic political process in India; policing in 
India; and global governance.

AMRITA DATTA

Amrita Datta is an Associate Fellow at the Institute 
for Human Development, New Delhi and a Ph.D. 
Researcher at the International Institute of Social 
Studies, Erasmus University, Rotterdam.



ANAND A. YANG

Anand A. Yang, Chair of the History Department and 
the former Director of the Henry M. Jackson School 
of International Studies, is the College of Arts and 
Sciences Term Professor, History and International 
Studies, at the University of Washington, Seattle. 
Yang is the author of books The Limited Raj: Agrarian 
Relations in Colonial India; Bazaar India: Peasants, 
Traders, Markets and the Colonial State; edited 
volumes on Crime and Criminality in British India; 
Interactions  :  Transregional Perspectives on World 
History; and numerous articles in journals in Asian 
Studies, History, and the Social Sciences.  He has two 
books forthcoming, a monograph entitled Empire 
of Convicts and an edited translation of Gadadhar 
Singh's Thirteenth Months in China.  Yang is the 
former editor of The Journal of Asian Studies and 
Peasant Studies and past president of the Association 
for Asian Studies (2006-7) and of the World History 
Association (2008-10).

ANDRE NICKOW

Andre Nickow is a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at the 
Northwestern University, specializing in evaluation 
methodology, policy analysis and the political 
economy of development. He has conducted research 
on land reforms and value chains in India, tax reforms in 
Pakistan and climate change governance in Bangladesh 

and Ethiopia. Andre and several of his colleagues 
recently won a grant from USAID’s Center of Excellence 
on Democracy, Human Rights and Governance to 
conduct a comprehensive interdisciplinary literature 
review on the effects of policies seeking to reduce 
bureaucratic corruption. In addition to his Ph.D. work, 
Andre works as a Research Associate and Writer for the 
Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab developing a 
review of education technology interventions and as 
a Research Assistant conducting qualitative fieldwork 
and analysis for a study on gang violence in his native 
Chicago. He has published in Global Networks, Journal 
of Development Studies, Journal of World Systems 
Research and Mobilization.

ANJAN MUKHERJI

Anjan Mukherji taught at Jawarharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi till 2010, when he retired as the 

RBI Professor of Economic Theory. He has also taught 

at the London School of Economics, the Cornell 

University and at the universities of Tsukuba and 

Osaka in Japan. Subsequent to retirement, he was 

awarded the Jawaharlal Nehru National Fellowship 

of the ICSSR during 2011-13. He is also currently the 

Country Director of the India-Bihar programme of 

the International Growth Centre (IGC), London. He 

has been appointed Professor Emeritus at JNU. His 

research includes studies on micro-foundations of 

macroeconomics, non-linear dynamics and complex 

growth processes, development and governance and 

stability of general equilibrium.



ANJANA SHARMA

Her academic career spanning almost 25 years, Anjana 
Sharma has been a researcher, writer, teacher and 
administrator. Holding a Ph.D. from the Pennsylvania 
State University, her teaching career commenced at the 
Department of English in her alma mater, Lady Shri Ram 
College for Women, where she spearheaded LSR’s first 
foray into international linkages with La Trobe University, 
Australia. She won a Fulbright Faculty Exchange Grant in 
the foremose Liberal Arts Kenyon College, USA. Having 
held several positions at the Nalanda University including 
OSD, Founding Dean and Acting Vice-Chancellor, she 
is an Associate Professor at the Department of English, 
Delhi University. Sharma has been associated with the 
International Association of Commonwealth Literature 
and Language Studies (IACLALS), Society for Utopian 
Studies, Association of Asian Studies (AAS) and the 
International Convention for Asian Scholars (ACAS).

ANTARA DEV SEN

Antara Dev Sen is the founder editor of The Little 
Magazine, the independent journal of ideas and letters 
focused on contemporary South Asian literature and 
society. She is also a literary critic and translator, a 
newspaper columnist and commentator on Indian 
society, politics, media, culture and development. 
Earlier, Sen was Senior Editor with The Hindustan Times 
and The Indian Express in Delhi, and a Reuters Fellow at 
the Oxford University. Sen is also Managing Trustee of 

Pratichi (India) Trust, a voluntary organisation working 
in education and health. She is advisor to a number of 
media, literary, educational and voluntary organisations 
in India and overseas. She resides in Delhi. Her work also 
includes editing several books like TLM Short Stories 
from South Asia series. In 2000, she wrote a book titled 
‘India, the Eternal Magic’. As a journalist, Sen has 
written a Red Cross report on Angola which involved 
traveling to rebel territories.

ANURAG EKKA

Anurag Ekka is a doctoral student at the Centre for 
the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University and is writing his thesis on “Contesting Social 
Justice: Politics of Recognition and Redistribution 
among Adivasis in Jharkhand”. He has done his Masters 
in Social Work with specialisation in Dalit and Tribal 
Social Work from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 
Mumbai in 2012. He has worked on “Tribal Customary 
Laws on Inheritance and Women’s Right (A Case of 
Jharkhand)” for his M.A. dissertation. His area of interest 
broadly covers tribal and indigenous studies, human 
rights and legal pluralism.

AREENDAM CHANDA

Associate professor of economics at Louisiana State 
University, Areendam Chanda’s research concentrates 
on topics such as long term economic growth and 
productivity, regional economic growth, consumption 
and savings, and economic growth in India.



ARJUN DHAKAL

Arjun Dhakal has more than 17 years of experience 

in development sector, with different roles and 

responsibilities. He has excellent knowledge in the 

field of environment and resource economics, green 

growth and governance, climate change adaptation 

and planning, sustainable development, environmental 

communication and public participation. Currently, he 

leads the Nepal Forum of Environmental Journalists. 

Some of his recently completed key assignments 

include those at the Asian Development Bank, 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation, Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation, International Institute for Environment 

and Development, Asian Institute of Technology in 

Thailand, NGO Federation of Nepal and Rural Self-

Reliance Development Center. 

ARUN CHAUDHARY

Arun Chaudhary is a retired Bihar cadre IPS officer of 

the 1977 batch. He did his schooling from St. Xavier's 

High School and St. Michael's High School, Patna 

and graduated with Honours in History from Patna 

University. On a Rotary Undergraduate International 

Scholarship, he studied Comparative Politics and 

International Politics at Colgate University, Hamilton, 

USA. As a police officer, he served as Superintendent of 

Police in Vaishali, Madhubani, Rohtas and as Senior SP 

of Patna. During his long career as intelligence officer, 

he served in Jammu and Kashmir during the peak of 

militancy and was responsible for spearheading many 

successful operations against militant groups. He retired 

as the Director General of Police in charge of Sashastra 

Seema Bal. At present, he is Secretary, Judges's Inquiry 

Committee. For his services, he was awarded with Police 

Medal for Meritorious Service in 1996 and President’s 

Police Medal for Distinguished Service in 2002.

ASHIS NANDY

Ashis Nandy has worked for more than thirty-five 

years on two diametrically opposite domains of 

social existence — human potentialities and human 

destructiveness. It is the oscillation between these two 

domains that defines his work. Even in his ongoing 

study of genocides in South Asia, the emphasis is on 

the resistance offered by ordinary people to organised 

machine violence and ethno-nationalism. This has 

brought him close to social movements and non-state 

political actors grappling with issues of peace, human 

rights, inter-civilizational dialogue, environment, and 

cultural survival. Nandy has been trying hard during the 

last so many decades to de-professionalize himself and 

to allow his work to be contaminated by the categories, 

worldviews and forms of social criticism that could 

be built upon vernacular subjectivities. Nandy is a 

Honorary Senior Fellow of the Centre for the Study of 

Developing Societies, Delhi, and Distinguished Fellow 

of the Institute of Postcolonial Studies, Melbourne. 

In 2007, he received the Grand Prize of the Fukuoka 

Asian Culture Prizes and, in 2008, he was chosen as 

one of the top 100 intellectuals of the world by the 

magazine Foreign Policy and Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace.



ASHOK CHOUDHARY

The Congress party’s young and modern face in Bihar, 

Ashok Choudhary is the Education Minister in the 

Grand Alliance government in Bihar headed by Mr 

Nitish Kumar. He is also the President of Bihar Pradesh 

Congress Committee (BPCC). The youngest BPCC 

chief in the past three decades, Choudhary studied at 

the Patna University and holds a doctorate in political 

science, apart from a law degree. He hails from Gaya. His 

father, Mahavir Choudhary, had served as a Congress 

minister in Bihar. Mr Ashok Choudhary, who began his 

political career from the Youth Congress, was Minister 

of State for Prisons in the RJD-Congress government 

after winning the Barbigha (Sheikhpura) seat in 2000. 

Besides pursuing his political goals, he also spends time 

in promoting sports and performing arts in Bihar.

ASHUTOSH KUMAR

Ashutosh Kumar is Professor, Department of Political 

Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh. Earlier, 

he served as lecturer at the universities of Jammu 

and Delhi. He has been associated with the Lokniti 

network, Centre for Developing Studies, Delhi, as state 

coordinator for Punjab and has been visiting faculty at 

the University of Tampere, Finland, and at Maison des 

Sciences de l’Homme, Paris. His area of interest is state 

politics in India with focus on issues related to elections, 

identities and development. He has co-edited a volume 

titled Globalisation and Politics of Identity in India and 

has edited a volume titled Rethinking State Politics 
in India: Regions within Regions. Currently, he is co-

editing a volume on ‘Electoral Politics in Indian States 
in India: 2014 Elections and After’.

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

Ashutosh Varshney is Sol Goldman Professor of 

International Studies and the Social Sciences at the 

Brown University, where he also directs the Brown-

India Initiative. Previously, he taught at Harvard and 

the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. His books 

include Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and 
Muslims in India; Democracy, Development and the 
Countryside; Urban-Rural Struggles in India; India in 
the Era of Economic Reforms; Midnight's Diaspora; 
Collective Violence in Indonesia; and Battles Half Won: 
India's Improbable Democracy. His academic articles 

have appeared in the leading journals of political 

science and development. His honours include the 

Guggenheim, Carnegie, Luebbert and Lerner awards. 

He is a contributing editor for The Indian Express 

and his guest columns have appeared in many other 

newspapers, including the Financial Times. He served 

on the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's Task Force 

on Millennium Development Goals and has also served 

as advisor to the World Bank and United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP).



ASHWANI KUMAR

Ashwani Kumar holds a doctorate in political science 
from University of Oklahoma and is professor of 
Development Studies at Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
(Mumbai). Presently, he is Senior Fellow of Indian 
Council of Social Science Research. He has authored 
‘Community Warriors: State, Peasants and Caste Armies 
in Bihar’ and was one of the chief editors of London 
School of Economics’ Year Book on ‘Global Civil Society: 
Poverty and Activism’ (International Sage; London) 
and also co-editor of German Development Institute’s 
publication ‘Power Shifts and Global Governance: 
Challenges from South and North’. He has also served 
as Member of ‘Central Employment Guarantee Council’ 
(CEGC) and headed a Working Group of Ministry of 
Rural Development on Capacity Building Reforms 
for MGNREGA. He has monitored implementation 
of MGNREGA in more than 30 districts in 18 states of 
India.  He was member of Executive Committee for 
‘Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural 
Technology’ (CAPART). He is also member of Academic 
Council of the Indian Institute of Forest Management.

AVIJIT GHOSH

Avijit Ghosh works as a Senior Editor in The Times 

of India newspaper in New Delhi. He graduated in 

History from St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi and earned 

his Master’s and M.Phil. degrees from the Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, New Delhi. A journalist for nearly 

25 years, he has written extensively on politics, Hindi 

cinema and sports. He has also been a film critic for The 

Telegraph (Kolkata) and The Times of India. His book, 

Cinema Bhojpuri  traces the history of Bhojpuri films 

and details its growth and expansion over the decades. 

The book won the Special Mention Prize for Best 

Writing on Cinema in the 2010 National Film Awards. 

He is also the author of two novels, Bandicoots in the 
Moonlight and Up Campus, Down Campus.

AVIRAM SHARMA

Aviram Sharma is an assistant professor at the School 

of Ecology and Environment Studies at the Nalanda 

University. He completed his Ph.D. from the Centre for 

Studies in Science Policy, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi. His doctoral work entitled Standards, 

Technology and Public Participation: Regulation 

Making for Bottled Water Quality in India analysed 

various dimensions of the regulation making process 

for bottled water quality standards in India. He holds 

an M.Phil. in Science Policy from JNU and an M.A. in 

Environmental Studies from the University of Delhi. 

Before joining JNU, he worked in different capacities 

with STEPS Centre (Social, Technological and 

Environmental Pathways to Sustainability), Institute 

of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK and 

JNU between October 2014 to July 2015. He was a 

visiting scholar at the Centre for Research in Economic 

Sociology and Innovation (CRESI), Department of 

Sociology, University of Essex, UK in 2011 and at the 

Institute for Advanced Studies in Science, Technology 

and Society (IAS-STS), Graz, Austria in 2016.



AWANISH KUMAR

Awanish Kumar is Assistant Professor at the 
Department of Public Policy, St. Xavier's College, 
Mumbai. He is pursuing Ph.D. at the Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, Mumbai and International Graduate 
School-North South, Switzerland. His doctoral research 
is about agrarian change and Dalit social movements 
in Maharashtra, methodologically situated at the 
intersection of social-anthropological village studies 
and political economy with an overarching concern 
of understanding “development” from a micro 
perspective. His research interests include agrarian 
studies, social policy and development economics. 
He has authored and presented papers on various 
academic and non-academic fora. He has also worked 
extensively with a number of research organisations 
and policy advocacy groups. He is an avid reader and 
is interested in literature, poetry, music and cinema. 
His significant publications include ‘Non-family Labour 
in the Swiss Agriculture: A Status Report and Future 
Prospects’; ‘Structural Adjustment Programme and 
the Organised Sector Employment in India’; ‘A Class 
Analysis of the ‘Bihari Menace’ among others.

BADRI NARAYAN

Badri Narayan is a Social Historian and Cultural 

Anthropologist and currently Professor at the G.B. 

Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad. He has also 

worked as a Professor at CSDE, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi . His wide ranging interests 

cover culture, memory and politics, contemporary 

histories, ethnography of marginalized politics, social 

and anthropological history, dalit and subaltern issues 

and Identity formation, Language and the question 

of power. He is a recipient of various fellowships 

including the Fulbright Senior Fellowship and the 

Smuts Fellowship, University of Cambridge. Besides 

having written a number of articles both in English 

and Hindi, he has authored Kanshiram: Leader of the 
Dalits, The Making of the Dalit Public in North India: 
Uttar Pradesh 1950-present, Fascinating Hindutva – 
Saffron Politics and Dalit Mobilisation, Women Heroes 
and Dalit Assertion in North India, Documenting 
Dissent. He has recently edited a volume on languages 

of Uttar Pradesh- Uttar Pradesh ki Bhashayien. He 

is also the Coordinator of Dalit Resource Centre, a 

centre established by his active efforts funded by the 

Ford Foundation. He has been the recipient of many 

prestigious literary awards.

BAKSHI AMIT KUMAR SINHA

Bakshi Amit K. Sinha is currently a faculty member at 

the Centre for Economic Policy and Public Finance 

(CEPPF) at the Asian Development Research Institute 

(ADRI), Patna. His doctoral thesis was ‘Human 

Development and Expenditure on Social Sector in 

Bihar’. He has been engaged in economic research 

for nearly a decade and his area of interest are public 

finance, human development, regional inequality and 

banking issues. He has published about 15 articles in 

reputed journals.



BARNA GANGULI

Barna Ganguli is presently working at the Centre for 
Economic Policy and Public Finance (CEPPF) at the 
Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. 
She has done her graduation, masters and Ph.D. from 
the Patna University. The topic of her doctoral thesis 
is ‘Urbanisation and Environmental Degradation: A 
Case Study of Patna’. She has been engaged in social 
science research for nearly a decade and her areas of 
interest are — human development, environmental 
economics, public finance, and regional economics. 
Presently, she is conducting an exhaustive study in the 
food processing industries in Bihar.

CAMILLE BUAT

A Ph.D. candidate in history, Camille Buat works 
under the joint supervision of Pr. Paul-André Rosental 
(Sciences Po, Paris, France) and Ravi Ahuja (Center 
for Modern Indian Studies, University of Göttingen, 
Germany). She completed her Master’s in 2013 at 
Sciences Po Paris, where she wrote her dissertation 
on the migrant working class employed in the Bengal 
jute industry, with a focus on 1930s as a period of 
heightened industrial conflict and also of communal 
tensions. Her current project focuses on circulatory 
labour practices linking the Bhojpuri speaking tracks of 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar with eastern India during the 
20th century.

CATHERINE SERVAN-SCHREIBER

Catherine Servan-Schreiber is an anthropologist and 
also a specialist of Indian Medieval literature. She 
started with the study of Bhojpuri oral tradition and 
its transmission through printed forms, with a special 
focus on the history of printing of popular texts in 
Patna, Varanasi and Calcutta, and the circulation 
of chapbooks. She has also undertaken a study of 
sufism in Bihar. She has published a book on Bhojpuri 
Wandering singers. Then she became interested in the 
study of the Bihari diaspora in Mauritius and Surinam, 
and more specifically on the transformation of Bhojpuri 
music into Chutney Music. She has also edited a book 
on Indianity and Creolization in Mauritius. She teaches 
Indian medieval literature at INALCO, including texts in 
Avadhi and Bhojpuri, as well as contemporary Mauritian 
Literature. She is the Head of the research  team on the 
Relations between India and Mauritius of The CEIAS, 
and she was the Head of the research team on Cultural 
Industries in India with RaphaëlRousseleau.

CHANCHAL KUMAR

Chanchal Kumar is currently serving as the Principal 
Secretary to the Chief Minister, Bihar. He did his Post-
Graduation in Computer Science & Engineering, 
IIT, Kanpur, Masters in International Development 
Policy (2009), Duke University, USA and Ph.D. in 



Economics, Patna University (2015). Kumar has also 
served as District Magistrate of Kaimur, Bokaro, East 
Champaran and  Nalanda districts; served in Ministry 
of  Railways, Department of Industrial Policy & 
Promotion in Government of India; served as Secretary, 
Building Construction Department & Art, Culture 
and Youth department, Government of Bihar, and 
CEO, Bihar Foundation. He was Awarded National 
Talent Research Scholarship (1984), and Proficiency 
certificate for securing 6th All India rank in IIT Joint 
Entrance Examination (1986). He has obtained National 
e-Governance award, South Asia Manthan award, 
and Citation from State Information Commission for 
‘Jaankari’ facilitation center in Patna (2009).

CHINMAYA KUMAR
 

Chinmaya Kumar is a former Country Economist with 
the International Growth Centre (IGC) - Bihar pro-
gramme. He holds an M.Phil. degree in Development 
Studies from the University of Oxford. He has previous-
ly worked with the Centre for Development Finance in 
Chennai, where he co-authored a pilot study on meas-
uring the district-level economic governance for the 
state of Tamil Nadu.

CHIRASHREE DAS GUPTA

Associate Professor at the Centre for the Study of Law 
and Governance, Chirashree Das Gupta holds her Ph. D. 
from SOAS, University of London. Her areas of interest 

include Political Economy of Institutions, Economic 
History and History of Political Thought.

CHRISTOPHER L. DIAMOND

Christopher L. Diamond is a doctoral student in the 
Department of Asian Languages and Literature at the 
University of Washington in Seattle, USA. His research 
concentrates on the emergence of vernacular literary 
identity in north and east India. Through his research, 
he hopes to challenge static notions of linguistic, 
literary, and religious identities in pre-modern South 
Asia. He works with a variety of texts in Hindi, Bengali, 
Sanskrit, Persian and Maithili. His Masters project 
included a translation and analysis of Vidyāpati’s 
Kīrttilatā from the original Avahattha. His current 
doctoral dissertation work is a comparative analysis of 
the memory of Vidyāpati as presented in Maithili, Hindi 
and Bengali. Additionally, Christopher is interested in 
Bhakti-oriented religion and literature across north and 
eastern South Asia. He earned his M.A. in Asian 
Languages and Literature from the University of 
Washington in 2015 and his B.A. in Hindi Literature and 
Music from the School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) in London in 2011.

CHRISTOPHER  V. HILL

Christopher V. Hill is a Professor of History at the 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.  He received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Virginia in 1987.  He has 



published widely on the environmental history of Bihar 
and Odisha, and his publications include River of Sorrow:  
Environment and Social Control in Riparian North India, 
1770-1996 and South Asia:  An Environmental History.  
He has received a number of prizes and fellowships 
for his work, including the Aldo Leopold Award from 
the American Society of Environmental History, and a 
Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship.

CRISPIN BATES

Crispin Bates is the Professor of Modern and 
Contemporary South Asian History at the University of 
Edinburgh and a former Director of Edinburgh 
University’s Centre for South Asian Studies. He is 
presently a Visiting Professor at the Hitotsubashi 
University, Japan. He completed his Ph.D. in Indian 
History at the Cambridge University. He has authored, 
co-authored and edited a total of 13 books, including a 
history of South Asia from 1600 to the present day 
entitled Subalterns and Raj. He is presently preparing a 
volume, entitled Subalterns, Rebellion and Migration, 
concerning Indian migration in the aftermath of 1857, 
and is the lead investigator in a new $1.3 million AHRC-
funded project on the origins of Indian Overseas labour 
migration in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

D. K. MISHRA
 

Dinesh Kumar Mishra, a noted environmentalist, is 
convenor of Barh Mukti Abhiyan, a Non Governmental 

Organisation which spearheads a grassroots movement 
that challenges the current, top-heavy flood control 
policy in India. He holds the opinion that dams and 
embankments are not reliable and so control of rivers 
should be given back to the community, which can 
manage and cope with flood. He graduated as civil 
engineer from IIT Kharagpur in 1968 and thereafter  
went on to complete his M.Tech from the same 
university in 1970. He completed in Ph.D. from South 
Gujarat University.

DANIEL RYCROFT

Daniel Rycroft is Chair of the India Dialogue (UEA) 

and Senior Lecturer in the Arts and Cultures of Asia. 

Rycroft is completing a monograph on historical 

anthropology in India that addresses the intersection 

of global, national and regional flows. His first 

monograph, Representing Rebellion, analysed the 

relationship between colonial counter-insurgency 

in India and the print media. In 2011, he co-edited 

The Politics of Belonging in India: Becoming Adivasi 
that sought to develop a dialogue between 'tribal' 

studies in India and Indigenous studies globally. 

He has previously worked on subaltern and Adivasi 

histories in Jharkhand. He has co-founded the 

journal World Art and the South Asian Arts Group 

and is on the editorial board for Art History. As Chair 

of the India Dialogue (UEA), he has worked within 

the International Executive team to develop new 

frameworks for the university's international plan.



DAVID BOYK

David Boyk's research focuses on the history of Patna 

and Bihar in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

It examines the relationships between intellectuals 

and their city, locating social and political questions 

within an urban and regional context. More broadly, 

his research interests include urban history, film and 

popular culture, and the history of language and 

literature. He received his Ph.D. in 2015 from the 

Department of History at the University of California, 

Berkeley. His dissertation examined Patna and showed 

how it retained its vitality even as it was increasingly 

seen as a part of the ‘mofussil’, or provinces. He is an 

Assistant Professor of Instruction in the Department 

of Asian Languages and Cultures at Northwestern 

University, where he teaches Hindi and Urdu.

DEBDATTA SAHA

Debdatta Saha is an economist by training. She has 

completed her doctoral work in applied game theory 

and industrial organization from the Indian Statistical 

Institute, New Delhi. She currently teaches at the 

South Asian University, New Delhi. She has experience 

of working in some aspects of industrialization in 

developing countries, including a brief stint as an 

expert with the Competition Commission of India. Her 

research interests include organizational problems of 

small enterprises and competition issues. At present, 

she is engaged in analyzing the food processing 

industry in Bihar through an international project 

funded by the International Growth Centre (IGC, 

London) jointly with Dr. Barna Ganguli of the Asian 

Development Research Institute (ADRI). She obtained 

her M.Sc. in Economics with merit in 2001 from the 

London School of Economics.

DIEGO PALACIOS

Diego Palacios was appointed as UNFPA Representative 

to India and Country Director in Bhutan in February 

2016. Prior to that, Palacios served as Executive 

Coordinator for the Post 2015 Development Agenda 

advising the UNFPA Executive Director from 2012-

2014. Palacios joined UNFPA in 1989 and during his 

career has served as UNFPA Representative for Mexico 

and Director for Cuba and Dominican Republic from 

2009-2012; UNFPA Representative for Colombia and 

Director for Venezuela from 2006-2009. He also served 

as UNFPA Deputy Representative in Nicaragua, Peru 

and India. In this capacity, he has supervised, managed 

and coordinated the programmes that aimed at 

providing technical support to the governments 

and civil society organizations in matters related to 

population and sustainable development, gender 

equality and reproductive health. Palacios was also 

entrusted with corporate strategic planning functions 

in New York during the period 2003-2006.



DILIP SIMEON

Dilip Simeon joined Delhi University as an 
undergraduate student in 1966. In 1970, he joined 
the Naxalite movement but left it in 1972 in the wake 
of the Bangladesh war. In 1974, he joined the History 
department of Ramjas College, University of Delhi. 
From 1984 till 1992, he participated in a campaign 
for communal harmony and justice for the victims 
of the anti-Sikh carnage. Dilip’s thesis on the labour 
movement of Bihar/Jharkhand was published in 1995 
under the title ‘The Politics of Labour under Late 
Colonialism’. He is one of the founding members of the 
Association of Indian Labour Historians. From 1998 till 
2003, he worked on a conflict mitigation project with 
Oxfam (India). From 2003 to 2008 he was a Fellow at 
the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, where he 
engaged in a study of political violence. He has been 
a visiting scholar at the universities of Surat, Sussex, 
Chicago, Leiden, Princeton and Gottingen. In 2014, he 
was Centenary Visiting Fellow at the London School of 
Oriental and African Studies.

DILIP SINHA

Dilip Sinha was a member of the Indian Foreign Service. 

He was India's ambassador to the United Nations in 

Geneva (2012-14) and a delegate based there (1995-

99). He was also head of the International Organisations 

Division in the Ministry of External Affairs during 2010-

12. Earlier, Sinha had served as head of the Pakistan, 

Afghanistan and Iran Division in Ministry of External 

Affairs (2005-07) and in the High Commission of India 

in Islamabad (1986-90).  He was also ambassador to 

Greece (2007-10) and served as deputy head of mission 

in Brazil and Bangladesh. He also served in Egypt and 

Germany.

DIPAK GYAWALI

Dipak Gyawali is a hydroelectric power engineer 

(Moscow Energy Institute), political economist 

(Energy and Resources Group, University of California 

at Berkeley), and academician of the Nepal Academy 

of Science and Technology, as well as Chair of Nepal 

Water Conservation Foundation. A former minister of 

Water Resources in Nepal who introduced community 

electricity giving control over distribution to the rural 

consumers, he conducts interdisciplinary research 

at the interface of technology and society, primarily 

on water, energy, natural resources as well as ethics 

and philosophy, basically from the perspectives of 

cultural theory of plural rationalities. Currently, he is 

on the advisory committee of UNESCO’s World Water 

Assessment Program, IDS Sussex STEPs Center, and in 

Nepal he was the founding Chairman of a grassroots 

voluntary NGO dedicated to the task of poverty 

alleviation, the Rural Self-Reliance Development Center 

(Swabalamban).



DIPANKAR GUPTA

Patna born Dipankar Gupta, a leading sociologist, 
has had a diverse career in academics, the corporate 
world and in government agencies. Between 1980 and 
2009 Gupta was a Professor at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University's Centre for the Study of Social Systems. 
He has held many appointments and fellowships 
in universities in North America, Europe and UK. He 
served as Visiting Professor in the University of Toronto, 
Louis Pasteur University, Strasbourg, London School 
of Economics (as Leverhulme Professor), Institute 
of Politics and Social Science (Science-Po) , Paris, 
University of Belfast and Deusto University in Bilbao, 
Spain. He has also been a Shastri-Indo Canadian Fellow, 
a Charles Wallace Fellow, a Fulbright Program, and a 
Woodrow Wilson Scholar. He led KPMG's Business 
Ethics and Integrity Division, New Delhi; was a member 
of the National Security Advisory Board and the News 
Broadcasting Standards Authority. His current research 
interests include rural-urban transformation, labour 
laws in the informal sector, modernity, ethnicity, caste 
and stratification.

DROUPADI MURMU

The present Governor of Jharkhand, Droupadi Murmu 
is the first woman to hold this office. She took the 
charge of Governor on May 18, 2015. She has had an 
impressive political and social career spanning almost 
two decades. Prior to that, she had a fulfilling service 

career. A two-time member of the Legislative Assembly, 
Murmu is a former minister from Odisha. In between, in 
2007, she was awarded “Nilakantha Award” for the best 
MLA of the year by the Legislative Assembly of Odisha. 
During her expansive political career, Murmu had also 
been a proactive pursuer of social causes and played a 
pivotal role in community uplift in Odisha.

DWARIKA NATH DHUNGEL

Dwarika Nath Dhungel, former Water Resources 
Secretary of Nepal, is currently a Senior Research Fellow 
at the Niti Foundation, a Kathmandu-based policy 
research institution, for the year 2016-2017 and the 
treasurer of the Tanka Prasad Acharya Memorial 
Foundation (TKPMF). He was the Executive Director at 
the Institute for Integrated Development Studies (IIDS) 
– one of the Nepali policy research institutions based in 
Kathmandu for six years. His research interest varies 
from cross-boundary water issues to local governance 
and administrative reforms to development issues. He 
is regular contributor to national and foreign 
publications on water and contemporary issues. He has 
edited the book, The Nepal-India Water Resources 
Relationship — Challenges.

GAURANG R. SAHAY

Gaurang R. Sahay is a Professor at the Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies, School of Development 
Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. He 



has a Ph.D. in Sociology from the Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi. He has visited Asia Research 

Centre at the London School of Economics and Political 

Science and the Department of Social and Cultural 

Anthropology at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 

(Belgium) as a Research Fellow. Sahay has researched 

in the areas of caste system, agrarian structure and 

agrarian movements, rural non-farm structure, rural 

power structure and politics, rural violence, 

decentralisation, Naxalism/Maoism, Marxism, 

orientalism and globalisation. His works include the 

book Village Studies in India: A Case of Bihar.

GAUTAM P. PATEL

Senior Policy Manager, J-PAL South Asia, Gautam P. 

Patel is engaged in building partnerships with policy 

makers in multiple states in India to ensure that policy 

is driven by evidence and for programmes with proven 

outcomes to reduce poverty. He has worked with 

multiple stakeholders for a government-led scale up of 

the evidence-based Teaching at the Right Level (TaRL) 

programme to raise children’s learning outcomes at 

the primary level in rural government schools. Holding 

an M.Sc. in Development Management from the 

London School of Economics and Political Science, he 

has been engaged with analysis of contemporary India 

in the context of democracy, development and 

nationalism and also political economy analysis of 

institutional roots of governance and development.

GEOFF WOOD

Emeritus Professor of International Development and 
Fellow, Academy of Social Sciences, UK, Geoff Wood is 
also Visiting Professor at the Centre of Development 
Studies, University of Bath. He has conducted extensive 
research on aspects of poverty, governance and civil 
society in North India, Bangladesh and Pakistan over 
three decades, with additional work in Nepal, 
Afghanistan, Thailand, Venezuela and Peru. His applied 
work has included policy analysis and action-research 
with governments, NGOs and international agencies. 
He is currently focussed upon insecurity, welfare 
regimes, well-being and strategies of de-clientelisation, 
governance and civil society, and the characteristics of 
extreme poverty.

GERRY RODGERS

For over thirty years, Gerry Rodgers worked at the 
International Labour Office in a variety of positions, 
including Director of the International Institute for 
Labour Studies and of the Policy Integration 
Department. His work has mainly been concerned with 
poverty, inequality, labour and employment, especially 
in India and Latin America. He was also the principal 
author of a book on the history of the ILO. His current 
research is concerned with inclusive development in 
Bihar, where he has been undertaking studies for over 
40 years, and patterns of labour market inequality in 
Brazil and India.



GOPA SABHARWAL

Gopa Sabharwal is the founding Vice-Chancellor of the 

Nalanda University. In this position, she has worked 

since 2010 to give shape to the vision of establishing 

a Nalanda for the twenty-first century. A sociologist 

by training, Sabharwal came to the Nalanda University 

from India’s foremost liberal Arts college, Lady Shri 

Ram College for Women, where she founded the 

Department of Sociology in 1993. Her wide ranging 

research has focused on ethnic groups in urban 

India, visual anthropology, partition and the history 

of society. She was a Fulbright Scholar in residence in 

2006 at Chatham College for Women, Pittsburgh (now 

a university), USA.

GOVINDA SHARMA POKHAREL

Pokharel is Vice-Chairperson of the Nepal Water 

Conservation Foundation, (NWCF). Pokharel is 

immensely engaged in the development of hydropower 

projects. He works as a consultant for hydropower and 

transmission line projects, geotechnical engineering, 

soils engineering, environmental studies, etc. He worked 

at the Nepal Electricity Authority for some 30 years.

GREGORY GOULDING

Gregory Goulding received his Ph.D. from the 

Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies at 

the University of California, Berkeley in 2015. He is 

currently an affiliated Fellow with the International 

Institute of Asian Studies at the University of Leiden. His 

research focuses on modern South Asian literature, in 

particular post-Independence Hindi poetry and 

criticism.

GYANESH KUDAISYA

Gyanesh Kudaisya teaches contemporary South Asian 

history at the National University of Singapore. He 

studied at the University of Delhi and the Jawaharlal 

Nehru University for his B.A. and Master’s degrees and 

was a Commonwealth Scholar at the University of 

Cambridge, from where he obtained his Ph.D. He has 

authored Region, Nation, ‘Heartland’: Uttar Pradesh 

in India’s Body-Politic, co-authored The Aftermath of 

Partition in South Asia and co-edited Partition and 

Post-Colonial South Asia, in 3 volumes. His most recent 

work is A Republic in the Making, India in the 1950s.



HARRY BLAIR

After retiring in June 2013 as Associate Chair, Senior 
Research Scholar and Lecturer in Political Science 
department, Harry Blair is currently Senior Research 
Scholar in South Asian Studies at Yale University. 
Previously, he held academic positions at Bucknell, 
Colgate, Columbia, Cornell and Rutgers universities.  
He began his academic career with his Ph.D. dissertation 
on Bihar politics in the late 1960s and later studied 
other parts of South Asia – Bangladesh, Maharashtra 
and Nepal.  Since the early 1990s, he has worked mainly 
in the democracy and governance area, principally on 
civil society and decentralization. Geographically, aside 
from South Asia, his field work and writing include 
Eastern Europe, Latin America and Southeast Asia. Blair 
served several years as senior advisor with the United 
States Agency for International Development and has 
worked as a consultant for the Department for 
International Development (UK), Ford Foundation, 
Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency, United Nations Development Programme and 
the World Bank.

HÉLÈNE FLEURY

Hélène Fleury is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
Paris-Saclay, associated with the Center for South Asian 
Studies (CEIAS, EHESS/CNRS, Paris). She is also an 
elected member of the Council of the SLAM Laboratory 

(Synergy Language, Arts, Music, University of Paris-
Saclay). In the academic year 2015-16, she was also a 
Ph.D. representative of the CEIAS and co-organizer of 
the doctoral conference “South Asian Studies: Practice, 
Methodology, Interpretation, Empirical and theoretical 
knowledge” (Paris, EHESS, May 9, 2016). She is the 
author of four publications (three scientific articles and 
one book section), from which two have been edited 
and the rest two are upcoming ones.

HETUKAR JHA

Hetukar Jha is an author, professor, researcher, and 
Fulbright Scholar. At present, he is Honorary Managing 
Trustee of the Maharajadhiraja Kameshwar Singh 
Kalyani Foundation. He gained his B.A. (Hons.) in 
Sociology at Patna College in 1965, his M.A. in Sociology 
at the Patna University in 1967, and his Ph.D. in 
Sociology at the Patna University in 1980. He joined the 
Patna University as a Lecturer on Sociology in 1968 and 
retired as Professor and Head of the Department of 
Sociology in January 2004. In 1984–85, he was on the 
interview-board of Fulbright Scholarship offered by 
USEFI. Beginning in 1968, he did research on the 
societies and cultures of Bihar.

I. K.  CHOUDHARY

I. K. Choudhary joined the Department of History, 
Ranchi College, in 1979. Currently, he is the Dean, Social 



Sciences, Ranchi University, Jharkhand. Choudhary has 
as many as 45 research papers to his credit which have 
been published in different reputed journals. His area 
of interest is regional history, particularly that of 
Jharkhand. He has participated in a number of 
international seminars as a participant and as a resource 
person. His two books, one on Mithila and the other on 
Santhal-Hul, have been published by KPJRI, Patna and 
the Information and Public Relations Department of 
Jharkhand, respectively.

IMRAN AMIN

Imran Amin is currently working as Assistant Professor 
at the Centre for Development Practice, Ambedkar 
University, Delhi. He has been awarded his Ph.D. for his 
thesis titled ‘Conflict and the Democratic state in Bihar 
and Jharkhand’ from the Centre for Study of Law and 
Governance at the Jawaharlal Nehru University in 2016. 
His thesis looked at the rationality and practice of 
governmental power in the governance of violent 
conflicts. His areas of research interests include 
governance as practice, conflict governance and 
‘governmentality’ of development.

IMRE BANGHA

Imre Bangha is Associate Professor of Hindi at the 
University of Oxford. He studied Indology in Budapest 
and holds a Ph.D. in Hindi from the Visva-Bharati 

University, Santiniketan, West Bengal. His publications 
include English, Hindi and Hungarian books and articles 
on literature in Brajbhasha and other forms of early 
Hindi. His research interests have been about the 
emergence of Hindi (including Khari Boli) as a literary 
dialect in various scripts; textual transmission and Hindi 
manuscript culture; Riti poetry and the continuity of 
classical Sanskrit aesthetics in court literature; and the 
poetic works of Ānandghan, Thākur, Visnudās, Tulsīdās, 
Kabīr, Bājīd as well as on nāgarī Rekhtā literature. He 
has also published several volumes on the Hungarian 
reception of Bengali culture and on the global 
reception of Rabindranath Tagore. He is working on 
several editions and translations of early modern Hindi 
texts, including Late Brajbhasha Court Poetry from 
Bundelkhand and Thākur-kabittāvali (critical edition 
accompanied with an introduction and English 
translation of selected poems).

INDRAJIT ROY

Indrajit Roy researches democracy and social change at 
the University of Oxford, with a focus on the Global 
South. The politics of the poor : Negotiating democracy 
in contemporary India is his forthcoming monograph 
from the Cambridge University Press. As ESRC Future 
Research Leader Fellow, Indrajit is working on his 
second book, provisionally titled Fragmented 
transitions: Mobility, growth and democracy in the 
Global South. Indrajit has published widely in peer-
reviewed journals such as World Development, Oxford 
Development Studies, Journal of Peasant Studies and 
Contributions to Indian Sociology.



JANINE RODGERS

Janine Rodgers is a development economist, 
specializing in gender and labour market issues. She 
has qualifications from Paris, Sussex and Geneva 
universities and has worked at the International Labour 
Office and has been Deputy Executive Secretary of the 
European Association of Development Research and 
Training Institutes (EADI). She has conducted research 
in rural Bihar since the 1970s and is currently visiting 
researcher at the Institute for Human Development, 
New Delhi. She has co-authored several articles on 
Bihar published in Economic and Political Weekly and 
the Journal of Development Studies as well as the book 
The Challenge of Inclusive Development in Rural 
Bihar.

JEAN-JOSEPH BOILLOT

Jean-Joseph Boillot is Professor of Economics at the 

CEPII, a research institute on international economics, 

attached to the Prime Minister’s office in France. In 

1990, he had joined the French Ministry of Finance as 

Economic Advisor, basing himself in the main 

challenging regions of the world: Eastern Europe (from 

Prague), Russia and CIS (from Moscow) and East Asia 

(from Hong Kong). Early 2003, he joined the French 

Treasury as Financial Advisor for India and South Asia, 

based in New Delhi. He is cofounder of the Euro-India 

Group (EIEBG), member of the expert group Cyclope, of 

the Editorial Committee of the newsmagazine 
Alternatives Economiques, and scientific advisor at 
ISEG, a leading French business school.

JEFFREY WITSOE

Jeffrey Witsoe has been conducting ethnographic 
research in Bihar over the past 15 years. He is the 
author of Democracy against Development: Lower 
Caste Politics and Political Modernity in Postcolonial 
India. He has published numerous book chapters 
and articles based on this research, including in 
American Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, 
Democratization, and Economic and Political Weekly. 
He is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Union 
College, New York, USA.

JENNIFER BUSSELL

Jennifer Bussell is a political scientist with an interest in 
comparative politics and the political economy of 
development and governance, principally in South 
Asia and Africa. Her research considers the effects of 
formal and informal institutions, such as corruption, 
coalition politics, and federalism on policy outcomes. 
Her book ‘Corruption and Reform In India: Public 
Services in the Digital Age’  examines the role of corrupt 
practices in shaping government adoption of 
information technology across sub-national regions. 
Her current research uses elite and citizen surveys, 
interviews and experiments to explore further the 



dynamics of corruption and citizen-state relations as 
they relate to public service delivery in democratic 
states. She is on the faculty of Political Science and the 
Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of 
California, Berkeley.

JOHANNES BREMAN

Jan Breman majored in the social sciences at the 

University of Amsterdam and specialized in South and 

Southeast Asian Studies. He was Dean of CASA and co-

founder (with A de Swaan) of the Amsterdam School 

for Social Science Research with which CASA merged, 

until he stepped down in September 1998. In addition, 

he became extraordinary professor of sociology at the 

Institute of Social Studies in The Hague, but continued 

to be affiliated to the Amsterdam School. He was also 

nominated Fellow of the International Institute of 

Asian Studies in Leiden. Jan Breman has been Visiting 

Professor in India (Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi), 

in China (Xiamen University, School of Public Affairs) and 

in Indonesia (Agricultural University, Bogor), and has 

travelled widely on short-term academic visits to other 

Asian countries. Breman’s research interests are work, 

employment and labour relations in contemporary Asia, 

history of colonialism, labour migration, conditions of 

poverty and the social question in a global perspective.  

He received the Edgar Graham Book Prize granted by 

the School of Oriental and African Studies in London in 

1997 for original scholarship on development in Asia, 

an award from the Indonesian government for the 

Bahasa Indonesia edition of his book on coolie labour 

at Sumatra’s East Coast in 1998 and one for the photo-

cum-text book Down and Out  from the Indian Guild of 

Book Publishers in 2001.

JOHN HARRISS

John Harriss is currently serving as Professor of 
International Studies at the Simon Fraser University, 
Vancouver. Harriss was previously Director of the 
Development Studies Institute (now Department for 
International Development) at the London School 
of Economics, and before that Dean of the School of 
Development Studies at the University of East Anglia. A 
Cambridge graduate, he is a social anthropologist who 
has specialized in studies of India’s politics and society. 
Currently, he is researching business and politics in 
Tamil Nadu, and new directions in social policy in India 
(in connection with an UNRISD research program on 
this theme). He is also writing a book on Peasants 
Becoming Citizens: Indian Rural Society in the 21st 
Century.

KALPANA WILSON

Kalpana Wilson is an Associate Researcher in the 
Department of Geography, Environment and 
Development, Birkbeck, University of London. Her 
research interests are interdisciplinary and she has 
written extensively on agrarian change in Bihar, the 
experiences of women in agricultural labour 
movements, the relationships between neoliberalism, 
gender and concepts of agency, reproductive justice, 
and the ways in which race is inscribed within 
discourses and practices of development.



KANCHAN CHANDRA

Kanchan Chandra, Professor of Politics at the NYU, 

works on questions of ethnicity, democracy, violence, 

patronage and clientelism, party politics and the 

politics of South Asia. She is lead author of Democratic 

Dynasties, Constructivist Theories of Ethnic Politics 

(introduction), author of Why Ethnic Parties Succeed: 

Patronage and Ethnic Headcounts in India 

(introduction) and of articles in several leading 

journals. Her areas of interest are — Comparative 

Ethnic Politics, Democratic Theory, Political Parties 

and Elections, Violence, Comparative Research 

Methods, Patronage and Clientelism. Her work has 

been supported by fellowships from the Princeton 

Program on Democracy and Development, the 

Guggenheim Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation, 

the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioural 

Sciences, the Russell Sage Foundation and research 

grants from the National Science Foundation, and 

the United States Institute of Peace. She is currently 

working on two large-scale research projects — (i) A 

project which theorizes about the effect of ethnic 

mobilization on democratic stability and governance 

from a constructivist perspective, combining field 

research with cross-national data on ethnic parties 

and violence around the world and (ii) A project on 

democratic transformations in South Asia.

KARAN BILIMORIA
 

Karan Bilimoria CBE, DL is the founder of Cobra Beer, 
Chairman of the Cobra Beer Partnership Limited and 
of Molson Coors Cobra India, both joint ventures with 
the global brewing company, Molson Coors. He is the 
Founding Chairman of the UK India Business Council. 
Bilimoria is Senior Non-Executive Director of the Booker 
Group PLC, the FTSE 250 Company of Booker Prize 
fame; he is one of the first two visiting entrepreneurs at 
the University of Cambridge and a founding member of 
the Prime Minister of India’s Global Advisory Council. In 
2006, he was appointed the Lord Bilimoria of Chelsea, 
making him the first ever Zoroastrian Parsi to sit in the 
House of Lords. In 2008 he was awarded the Pravasi 
Bhartiya Samman by the President of India. He is an 
honorary fellow of Sidney Sussex College Cambridge 
and Chairman of the Advisory Board of the Judge 
Business School, Cambridge University. He qualified 
as a Chartered Accountant with Ernst & Young and 
graduated in law from the University of Cambridge. 
He is also an alumnus of the Cranfield School of 
Management, the London Business School and the 
Harvard Business School.

KASHSHAF GHANI

Kashshaf Ghani is Assistant Professor at the School of 
Historical Studies, Nalanda University. His field of interest 
includes Islam in South Asia in the pre-modern period, 



where he looks into Sufi institutions, networks and 
practices, along with Indo-Persian cultures. Kashshaf 
is currently working on trans-regional connections in 
Muslim societies across South and West Asia.

KATHINKA SINHA-KERKHOFF

Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff is a social scientist working 
and residing in India. She obtained her Ph.D. from the 
University of Amsterdam and is presently affiliated 
with the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), 
Patna. She has widely published and her latest work 
concerns plant transfers in colonial India and agrarian 
history of Bihar and Jharkhand. She has worked on 
return-migration in the South Asian context, academic 
dependency, the Indian diaspora, youth, education, 
gender and communal issues and on the aftermath 
of the Indian partition (India and Bangladesh). She 
is presently involved in research on modernity and 
changing consumption patterns in eastern India.

KAUSHIK GHOSH

Kaushik Ghosh is a cultural anthropologist who focuses 

on questions of land and displacement in Jharkhand. 

Trained at Princeton University, he is broadly interested 

in the connections between the ecological and the 

postcolonial and has conducted  long-term historical 

and ethnographic research on adivasi worlds as 

shaped by the histories of displacement.  His articles 

have appeared in Cultural Anthropology and Subaltern 
Studies among other places. He is currently completing 
an experimental ethnography on Adivasi inhabitation 
of place and a book of essays on postcolonial 
biopolitics.  He has been one of the editors of Cultural 
Dynamics and was a member of the editorial board 
of Cultural Anthropology. Currently teaching at New 
York University, he has graced the faculty at a number 
of institutions including University of Texas at Austin, 
Center for Studies in Social Sciences (Calcutta), the 
University of Washington (Seattle) and Shiv Nadar 
University.

KAZUKI MINATO

Kazuki Minato is Research Fellow at the Institute of 
Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan. His research 
interests focus on comparative political economy and 
South Asian studies. He has published a couple of 
articles on Bihar's political economy. 

KAZUYA NAKAMIZO

Kazuya Nakamizo is Professor at the Graduate School 
of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University, 
Japan. He received Ph.D. in Political Science from the 
University of Tokyo, Japan. He specializes in socio-
political research of South Asia, with an emphasis on the 
relationship between poverty, violence and democracy. 
His publications include Poverty and Inequality under 



Democratic Competition: Dalit Policy in Bihar and 

Political Change in Bihar. He has also published articles 

in Annuals of Japanese Political Science Association (in 

Japanese), International Relations (in Japanese), and 

the award-winning, Violence and Democracy in India 

(in Japanese).

LUISA CORTESI

Luisa Cortesi is a Ph.D. candidate in the joint Ph.D. 

program in Anthropology and Forestry & Environmental 

Studies, Yale University. Working on water since a 

decade, she is currently researching on the relation 

between environmental change, knowledge 

transmission and technologies of water management 

in the disastrous environment of flood prone North 

Bihar. Trained both in the social and natural sciences, 

her work contributes to the interdisciplinary dialogue 

between these disciplines. After a few projects in 

Sub-Saharan Africa, she has been working in India 

since 2003, where she conducted extensive fieldwork 

in different states, coordinated several rural NGOs in 

North Bihar on water projects, and served as a water-

expert for the United Nations.

M. ASADUR RAHMAN

M. Asadur Rahman is presently Chief of Field Office, 
UNICEF State Office for Bihar. Prior to joining Bihar, 

Rahman served as Chief Field Office for UNICEF State 
Office in Kolkata. He has 28 years of extensive UNICEF 
experience. In 1989, he started his career in UNICEF as 
a National Officer in Bangladesh and served in various 
subnational and national capacities. He moved to 
UNICEF Uganda in 2002 and worked there till 2005, 
where he provided technical advice on establishing 
the country’s first birth registration system. In 2005, he 
moved to UNICEF Sri Lanka and served as Chief of Field 
Office, in Galle and Batticaloa, and worked for children 
and women in tsunami affected and civil strife-torned 
areas. Beside his responsibilities as Chief of UNICEF 
Field Offices he also coordinated humanitarian and 
emergency response programmes on behalf of UN 
Resident Coordinator. Prior to joining UNICEF he 
worked in the International Center for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research Bangladesh, CARE International and 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Rahman 
holds Masters in Philosophy and Demography from the 
University of Dhaka.

M. N. KARNA

After teaching in the Patna University for more than 
one and half decade, M. N. Karna shifted to the North 
Eastern Hill University of Shillong as Professor of 
Sociology, where he continued till 2004. In between, 
he was Director of A.N. Sinha Institute of Social Studies 
from 1991-94. His areas of interest include Sociology 
of Agrarian Relations, Peasant Movement and Socio-
economic situation in North East India, where has spent 
almost 25 years. He has edited a series of five volumes 
on Bihar Movement, 1974.



MADHULIKA JONATHAN

Madhulika Jonathan has been the Chief of UNICEF 
office for Jharkhand since July 2015. She is a medical 
postgraduate from the Christian Medical College, 
Vellore, Tamil Nadu. She began her career in 1994 
working at a rural hospital in Pakur, then in Bihar, now 
Jharkhand. She has been part of UNICEF Jharkhand as 
Health Specialist since 2006.

MANISH KUMAR

Manish Kumar is an ICSSR Post-Doctoral Fellow at the 
Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. 
His doctoral dissertation focuses on the role of state 
and market in the Indian economy, with an emphasis 
on the market–oriented economic reforms underway 
in India since 1991. He has provided research assistance 
to distinguished economists Jagdish Bhagwati and 
Arvind Panagariya, for their book ‘Why Growth Matters : 
How Economic Growth in India Reduced Poverty 
and the Lessons for other Developing Countries’. His 
research interests include the issues on development 
economics, political economy and globalization.

MANOJ KUMAR TIWARY

Manoj Kumar Tiwary, Ph.D. in Sociology of 
Communication, is a Bihar-based independent 
educationist and research consultant. He has 
worked for a number of national and international 
organisations, including UNICEF, World Bank, Cordaid, 
OXFAM, Save the Children and Deshkal Society. He 
specializes in programme design, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation. His expertise includes 
process-based research, project situation analysis and 
project needs assessments. Recent research includes 
the contemporary and colonial history of education in 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Uttar Pradesh with 
a focus on the development of elementary education 
in India and how it has evolved since the colonial 
period with its challenges and opportunities. He is co-
editor of a forthcoming edited volume “Social Diversity, 
Inclusive Classroom and Primary Education in India”.

MARINE CARRIN

Marine Carrin is Director of Research Emeritus (CNRS) at 
the Centre d’Anthropologie Sociale, Université de 
Toulouse Jean-Jaurès.  She has published extensively 
on Adivasis in India as well as on the castes and the 
bhuta cults in Karnataka. She is the author of La Fleur et 
l’Os :symbolisme et rituel chez les Santal, (1986);  
Enfants de la Déesse: prêtrise et dévotion féminine au 
Bengal (1997); Le Parler des Dieux: le discours Rituel 



Santal entre l’oral et l’écrit, (2016)  and co-author of A 
Periphera lEncounter, Santals, Missionaries and their 
Changing Worlds (with H. Tambs-Lyche, 2008). She has 
edited Managing Distress: Therapeutic Cults in South 
Asia (1999). She has co-edited Tribus et Basses Castes: 
Resistance et Autonomiedans la sociétéindienne, 
Purusartha (with Ch. Jaffrelot, 2002) and People of the 
Jangal: Reformulating Identities and Adaptations in 
Crisis (with H.Tambs-Lyche, 2008).

MEGHNAD DESAI

Desai is a world-renowned economist and Labour peer, 
whose interests range from Marxian economics to 
postcolonial theory to the films of Dilip Kumar. He is a 
Professor Emeritus at London School of Economics (LSE). 
Desai’s research spans over 50 years in a broad range 
of topics concerning the impact of the private sector 
and the state in development, Marxian economics, and 
globalization and market liberalisation (many studies 
on Indian reforms). His vast contribution to developing 
the field of economics, from human development to 
economic history and political economy, have been 
awarded some of the highest honors of British and 
Indian civil institutions. Desai has taught at the LSE 
since 1965, where he became a Professor in 1983 
and established the Centre for the Study of Global 
Governance in 1992. He is an active member of the 
British Labour Party, where he acted as Chairman during 
1986-92. It was towards the end of his Chairmanship 
that he was made life peer as Baron Desai in 1991.

MICHIEL BAAS

Michiel Baas is a Research Fellow with the Asian 
Migration Cluster of the Asia Research Institute at NUS. 
The red thread in his work is the Indian middle class. He 
has conducted ethnographic fieldwork among Indian 
student-migrants in Melbourne; new middle class 
professionals (among which fitness trainers and coffee 
baristas) in Delhi and other cities in India; and more 
recently on skilled migrants in Singapore and migration 
agents in Tamil Nadu. He holds a Ph.D. in anthropology 
from the University of Amsterdam. The book that 
was the result of his Ph.D. research was published 
in 2010 titled Imagined Mobility, Migration and 
Transnationalism among Indian Students in Australia. 
Previously, he was a fellow with the Nalanda University, 
coordinator with the International Institute for Asian 
Studies Amsterdam, lecturer with the Anthropology 
Department of the University of Amsterdam, and 
coordinator with the Amsterdam Institute for Social 
Sciences Research.

MOHAMMAD NADEEM NOOR

Mohammad Nadeem Noor is an International Civil 
Servant having a D.Phil. in Gender, Body and Sexuality 
from University of Manchester (U.K). He currently heads 
UNFPA operations in Bihar. Prior to this, he has worked 
for United Nations Development Program and has also 
worked with various State Governments and 
Committees, including Government of India’s High 



Level Committee on Status of women, Vulnerability 
Census of National Capital Territory and in the 
preparation of Gender vulnerability index of India. He 
has keen academic interest in development economics 
and its intersection with the issues of exclusion and 
marginalisation. He has several publications on the 
issues of gender and sexuality.

MOHAMMAD SAJJAD

Mohammad Sajjad is currently serving as an Associate 
Professor, History, AMU, Aligarh. His research project is 
co-funded by the University of Birmingham (UK), on 
‘Religion and Development’. He has also written a 
monograph (submitted in 2008) on the socio-economic 
diversities and political behavior of Bihar Muslims,          
1947-2007.

MRIDU RAI

Mridu Rai is a Professor of History at the Presidency 
University, Kolkata. She is the author of Hindu Rulers, 
Muslim Rulers: Islam, Rights and the History of Kashmir. 
To her ongoing work on Kashmir, she has added 
research interests in the links between caste, violence 
and the search for justice in colonial and post-colonial 
north India.

MRINAL PANDE

Mrinal Pande has worked in the visual media as Editor-
Anchor for Hindi news with NDTV and also with India’s 
public broadcaster Doordarshan. She graduated from 
the University of Allahabad where she studied Sanskrit, 
Ancient Indian History and English literature. She 
also studied classical Hindustani (vocal) music under 
eminent Gurus and Drawing, Design and History of 
Art and Architecture at the Corcoran School of Art, 
Washington DC. She has taught at the universities 
of Allahabad, Delhi and Bhopal before switching to 
journalism in the mid-1980s. She has edited well 
known Hindi periodicals, Vama and Saptahik Hindustan 
for the Times of India and the Hindustan Times groups, 
respectively. In 2000, she became India’s first woman 
Chief Editor of multi-edition Hindi daily Hindustan. She 
is the founder president of the Indian Women’s Press 
Corps, a national body of India’s women journalists. 
Mrinal has been a member of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation in India and also a member of the 
National Board for Film Certification.

MURARI JHA

Murari Jha is currently an Assistant Professor at the 
School of Historical Studies, Nalanda University, Rajgir. 
He was trained in medieval Indian history at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. He also received training 
in historical research at the Institute for History at Leiden 



University, where in 2013 he wrote a Ph.D. dissertation 
on The Political Economy of the Ganga River: Highway 
of State Formation in Mughal India, 1600-1800. 
Subsequently, he held a postdoctoral position at the 
Department of History, National University of Singapore 
before joining Nalanda University. He is interested in 
early modern economic and environmental history 
of South Asia and the history of Asian-European 
interactions.

N. K. SINGH

N. K. Singh is a renowned politician, economist and former 
civil servant. He was a member of Rajya Sabha (2008-14) 
and served on several Parliamentary Standing Committees, 
including Public Accounts Committee, Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and Human Resource Development. He is 
presently a Senior Member of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
Singh has handled important portfolios in India’s economic 
reforms strategy and also held public offices including 
India’s Expenditure and Revenue Secretary, a Member of 
the National Planning Commission, as well as Secretary 
to the Prime Minister of India. Singh has a wide range of 
national and international experience, having interacted 
closely with multilateral organizations like World Bank, IMF, 

ADB, and OECD.

N. N. VOHRA

N. N. Vohra is currently serving as Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir for a second term. Vohra, a former 
bureaucrat, is an alumnus of the Punjab and Oxford 

Universities. He held various responsible positions in 
the Punjab Government and served as Defence and 
Home Secretary in the Central Government. He was 
recalled after retirement to serve as Principal Secretary 
to Prime Minister (1997-98). He also served as Director, 
India International Centre, New Delhi for over eight 
years; Chairman of several National Commissions and 
Founder Co-Chairman of India-European Union Round 
Table (2001-08). He has edited over a dozen books and 
authored “Safeguarding India”. He was awarded Padma 
Vibhushan (2007); Doctor of Laws (Honoris Causa) by 
Punjab University (2011); Doctor of Letters (Honoris 
Causa) by Jamia Millia Islamia (2016), New Delhi.

NEERAJ KUMAR

Neeraj Kumar is the Managing Editor at the Centre for 
Economic Policy and Public Finance (CEPPF), Patna. 
Prior to this, he has worked with Hindustan Times and 
The Times of India, New Delhi. He was part of the six-
member Indian delegation invited by the United States 
Government in 2014 to understand how some of the 
major US think tanks operate. He was also a member 
of the select Indian delegation invited by the Central 
People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China 
in 2015 to visit parts of their country and understand 
their development process and future economic plans. 
Kumar studied political science at the University of 
Delhi and international relations at JNU. He also holds a 
master’s diploma from the Asian College of Journalism, 
Chennai.



NICOLAS JAOUL

Nicolas Jaoul is a researcher in Anthropology at 
the French National Centre for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), Paris, attached to the Institut de Recherches 
Interdisciplinaires sur les Enjeux Sociaux (IRIS, EHESS), 
Paris. He is specialized in the ethnography of the 
Ambedkarite movement and also focuses on the 
relationship of Dalits to Indian democracy as it unfolds 
in other political movements (Communism, Gandhism, 
Hindu nationalism). He has a special interest for the 
materiality and pedagogy that are used in the process 
of politicization by these movements, which explains 
his special emphasis on spatial claims, iconography, as 
well as political statues and monuments. He did several 
field trips to Bihar in order to highlight the work of the 
CPI (ML) Liberation among the rural poor, on which he 
published two articles.
 

NIRMAL SENGUPTA

Nirmal Sengupta did his Masters and Ph.D. from the 
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata and is presently 
National Fellow, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 
Shimla. He is former Director of the Madras Institute of 
Development Studies. He is also a former Professor at 
the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research, 
Mumbai. Some of his past engagements include that 
of a  Consultant with the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industries; Chairperson at the Working Group on 

Flood Management for the Twelfth Five-Year Plan, an 
Expert with the Netherlands Ministry for Development 
Cooperation and a Consultant with UNDP, FAO, and 
World Commission on Dams.

NITIN SINHA

Nitin Sinha is a Senior Research Fellow at Zentrum 
Moderner Orient (Centre for Modern Oriental Studies), 
Berlin. He has worked and written on themes of 
transport and communication, industrial labour, 
and Agro-ecology. He is the author of the book 
Communication and Colonialism in Eastern India, 
Bihar: 1760s-1880s, which was published in 2012. Since 
October 2015, Nitin is the Principal Investigator on the 
European Research Council funded project, 'Domestic 
Servants in Colonial South Asia'. He is also series editor 
of the prestigious New Perspectives in South Asian 
History published by Orient Blackswan, India.

NITISH KUMAR

Nitish Kumar started his political career in the mid-
seventies, inspired by the socialist ideology. At 
that time, he was in the forefront of the Jai Prakash 
Movement which had opened a new chapter in Indian 
politics. He was first elected to the Bihar Vidhan Sabha 
in 1985. More than three decades of his legislative 
career is spread between the Lok Sabha (six terms) and 
Bihar Vidhan Sabha/Parishad. He has shouldered the 



responsibilities of the Union Minister for Agriculture 
and later the Railways for several years, and has been 
the Chief Minister of Bihar for more than ten years, 
except for a brief break of about nine months. It was 
during this period that the Bihar economy experienced 
a turnaround, leading to major gains in the social sector 
and political stability.

NITYA RAO

Nitya Rao is Professor of Gender and Development 
at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, United 
Kingdom. She has worked extensively in the field of 
women’s rights, employment and education for over 
three decades. Her research interests include exploring 
the gendered changes in land and agrarian relations, 
migration and livelihoods, education, intra-household 
relations and identities. She has published extensively 
on these themes. Her book on the theme of land as 
a resource in the struggle over gendered identities in 
the Santal Parganas, Jharkhand, entitled: ‘Good women 
do not inherit land’: The politics of land and gender in 
India was published in 2008.

PAUL STREUMER

Paul Streumer read Philosophy at the University of 
Amsterdam, Historical Anthropology at the University 
of Utrecht, and Development Studies at the University 
of Amsterdam. He obtained his Ph.D. in Languages and 

Cultures of South Asia from the University of Leiden. He 
taught sociology of Development of South and East 
Asia at the University of Utrecht, and was a board 
member of the Friends of the Institute Kern, the 
Indological Department of the University of Leiden. He 
is an independent researcher, and has recently 
published A Land of Their Own, Samuel Richard Tickell 
and the Formation of the Autonomous Ho Country in 
Jharkhand, 1818-1842.

PETER GOTTSCHALK

Peter Gottschalk’s research and teaching concentrate 
on the dynamics of cultural interpretation and conflict 
at the intersection of Muslim, Hindu, Christian and 
scientific traditions. He is particularly interested in 
understanding how assumptions of mutual antagonism 
form between groups despite evidence of religious 
confluence and how comparison and categories work 
in how we know the world. Most recently, he has 
explored these themes in India and the United States, 
respectively, in his monographs Religion, Science, and 
Empire: Classifying Hindus and Muslims in British India 
and American Heretics: Catholics, Jews, Muslims and 
the History of Religious Intolerance. His earlier 
publications on Bihar have included Beyond Hindu and 
Muslim: Multiple Identity in Narratives from Village 
India and the online pedagogical resource ‘A Virtual 
Village.’



PETER ROBB

Peter Robb is Professor Emeritus and formerly Professor 
of the History of India, Chair of the Centre of South 
Asian Studies, Head of the Department of History and 
Pro-Director at SOAS (University of London). He is a 
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and a Fellow, 
Council-member and former president of the Royal 
Asiatic Society. He is currently working on the late 
19th-century, a book tentatively called The British and 
Bihar: Development in a Colonial Society. His 10 edited 
or co-edited volumes cover Indo-British relations, 
institutions, rural South Asia, local agrarian societies, 
protest and identity, ideologies, race, Dalit movements 
and labour, agriculture and development. Of his nine 
monographs, three are about early Calcutta and four 
wholly or partly on the 19th- and 20th-century Bihar.

POUDEL KESHAB PRASAD

Poudel Keshab Prasad has an experience of over 20 
years working in disaster, water and environment 
related areas as a media person as well as researcher. His 
book on deforestation in Chure Hill and environmental 
implications was published by the Nepal Forum for 
Environmental Journalists (NEFEJ) in 1994.

POULOMI DHAR CHAKRABARTI

Poulomi Dhar Chakrabarti is a Ph.D. candidate in 
political science at the Brown University in the United 
States. Her research interests include political economy 
of development, identity politics, public service delivery 
and urbanization with a regional focus on South Asia. 
Poulomi's dissertation project explores the relationship 
between social bases of power and the nature of state 
intervention in multiethnic democracies. She employs a 
number of methodological approaches to understand 
how different developmental regimes came to be 
constructed in post-independent India. In another 
study, she explores the transformation of identity 
politics in urban India and its impact on service delivery.

PRABHAT KUMAR

Prabhat Kumar is a development professional, working 

on Social Policy, Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. 

He is presently working as Social Policy Specialist with 

UNICEF Bihar Field Office. Prior to this, he has worked 

with UNICEF in Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh as 

Planning Monitoring and Evaluation Officer. Before that, 

he worked with A C Nielsen, where he demonstrated 

expertise in leading large-scale social sector research 

and evaluations at national and sub-national levels. 

He has extensively worked in the area of population, 

health and nutrition and his interest lies in policy 



analysis, strengthening data systems, decentralization 

and governance, social protection and equity analysis.

PRABHAT P. GHOSH

Prabhat P. Ghosh is currently the Director, Asian 
Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. After 
completing his graduation and masters from the 
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata, he had earned 
his Ph.D. from the Patna University. Before joining ADRI 
in 1995, he has served as the faculty member of the A 
N Sinha Institute of Social Studies, Patna and the V. V. 
Giri National Labour Institute, New Delhi. His research 
contributions include construction of an Input-Output 
table for Bihar economy, a number of large scale sample 
surveys on different dimensions of Bihar economy, and 
many research papers on regional economics. He has 
also conducted a number of evaluation studies, often 
using inter-disciplinary framework. He was once a 
member of the Governing Body of the Indian Council 
of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi.

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

One of the most recognised faces of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the party's spokesperson, 
Prakash Javadekar is the Union Human Resource 
Development Minister. He was earlier the Minister 
of State with Independent Charge for Information 
and Broadcasting, Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, and the Minister of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs.  Before making his debut into politics, he was 
a banker for almost 10 years. Today, he is not only the 
party's spokesperson but also President of the Global 
Legislators Organisation for Balanced Environment 
(GLOBE), India. Earlier, he also occupied the position 
of the Executive President of the State Planning Board, 
Maharashtra; and Chairman of the Task Force on IT, 
Government of Maharashtra. Active in politics since his 
college days, Javadekar was a member of ABVP. During 
the Emergency 1975–77, Javadekar participated in 
student movements.

PRAKASH KUMAR

Prakash Kumar is an Associate Professor of History 
and Asian Studies at Pennsylvania State University. 
His interest lies in the agrarian history of colonial 
and postcolonial South Asia. Cambridge University 
Press published his first book on the colonial and 
global history of indigo plantations in Bengal in 2012 
(Indigo Plantations and Science in Colonial India). He is 
currently working on two book projects that investigate 
the nature of postcolonial agricultural development in 
India. The first is tentatively titled ‘A History of Hunger 
in India: Agricultural Science, State, and American 
Modernization Programs’, which analyzes Indian 
history in the framework of an externally inspired 
technocratic attack on the perceived problem of 
lack of modernization in Indian agriculture. The book 
highlights the intersection of modernist  interventions  
in the process of state formation in India, in the 
postcolonial project of citizenship, and with questions 
of rights and justice. His second forthcoming book 
project analyzes grassroots movements resisting the 
entry of GM crops into India.



PRANAB MUKHERJEE

Pranab Mukherjee assumed office as the 13th 

President of India on July 25, 2012, crowning a political 

career of over five decades of exemplary service 

to the nation in Government as well as Parliament. 

Mukherjee is a man of unparalleled experience in 

governance with the rare distinction of having served 

at different times as Foreign, Defence, Commerce and 

Finance Minister. He was elected to the Upper House 

of the Parliament (Rajya Sabha) five times from 1969 

and twice to the Lower House of the Parliament (Lok 

Sabha) from 2004. He was a member of the Congress 

Working Committee, the highest policy making 

body of the Party for a period of 23 years. During the 

period 2004-2012, Mukherjee was instrumental in 

spearheading critical decisions of the Government 

on a range of issues such as Administrative reforms, 

Right to Information, Right to Employment, Food 

Security, Energy Security, Information Technology 

and telecommunication, setting up of UIDAI, Metro 

Rail etc. through Chairmanship of over 95 Groups of 

Ministers constituted for the purpose. In seventies 

and eighties, he was instrumental in setting up the 

Regional Rural Banks (1975) and the EXIM Bank of 

India as well as National Bank for Agriculture and 

Rural Development (1981-82). Mukherjee was also 

author of a modified formula for resource sharing 

between the Centre and the States in 1991 which 

came to be known as the Gadgil - Mukherjee formula.

PRANAV  K.  CHAUDHARY

Pranav K. Chaudhary, is currently a freelance writer, 
explorer  and researcher after serving more than three 
decades in Times of India Patna edition. Chaudhary 
retired as an Assistant Editor from TOI and has 
thoroughly enjoyed an uninterrupted spell of grass root 
journalism. He holds a Master's degree in Indian History 
with specialisation in Ancient India from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. Besides countless number 
of his insight print/online stories on various issues, 
including agrarian unrest, caste related violence, ultra 
left movement, energy development,  heritage and 
human interest  stories, more than half a dozen of his 
research articles were published in various reputed 
historical  journals of India. His several investigative  
reports, features  and stories are hugely quoted  by 
scholars in various journals in India and abroad. His 
main area of specialisation are broadly  on the ultra left 
movement , politics, bureaucracy, heritage protection, 
lesser known tourist potential sites,  archaeological 
discoveries, green and clean energy, contributions of 
faceless women and unsung heroes, oral traditions 
of Bihar, regional history, trends and various facets of 
migration in Bihar, brain drain and dying traditions 
of Bihar. Chaudhary has authored/edited at least half 
a dozen coffee table books on various aspects of 
Bihar's culture, heritage and tourism in collaboration 
with Bihar government. Chaudhary, a widely travelled 
journalist, has been conferred  several awards for his 
contribution in the field of journalism. He was also 
associated with several reputed research organisations 
like Public Enterprises for the Centre of Continuing 
Education, New Delhi, School of Archaeology, New 
Delhi, Centre For Womens' Studies and Bihar, Indian 
History Congress.



PRANAV PRAKASH

Pranav Prakash is a Presidential Fellow of the Graduate 
College at the University of Iowa where he is studying 
for a Ph.D. in Religious Studies. He is broadly interested 
in the history and development of literary, religious, 
and intellectual traditions in Iran and South Asia. He 
specializes in Persian, Sanskrit, Prakrit and Awadhi 
literatures, and he is an avid reader of Pali, Hindi, Urdu, 
Maithili and Bengali literary works. As a researcher, he 
investigates diverse aspects of manuscript cultures, 
print textuality, religious poetry and literary history.

PRASHANT JHA

As an Associate Editor with the Hindustan Times, 
Prashant Jha covers national politics and Indian foreign 
policy. He is the author of ‘Battles of The New Republic: 
A Contemporary History of Nepal’. His special interest 
lies in India’s neighbourhood and politics in the 
Gangetic plains. He has also worked for Nepali Times, 
The Kathmandu Post and The Hindu.

PRASHANTI TIWARI 

Prashanti Tiwari is a development professional, holding 

a Masters degree in Media and Governance from 

the Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. She has worked 

for various media houses before seeking career in 

development area. She has rich experience in leading 

and managing gender based projects for various 

organisations across various parts of India. Currently, 

she is managing the Bihar Secretariat of Gender Alliance 

and is engaged in discerning various subtle nuances 

affecting gender equity in Bihar, especially through 

analysis of institutional and governance frameworks.

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA 

Pratap Bhanu Mehta, president and chief executive of 

the Centre for Policy Research, is a political scientist 

who has taught at Harvard University, JNU and the New 

York University School of Law. His areas of research 

include political theory, constitutional law, society and 

politics in India, governance and political economy and 

international affairs. He has served on many central 

government committees, including India’s National 

Security Advisory Board, the Prime Minister of India’s 

National Knowledge Commission and a Supreme 

Court-appointed committee on elections in Indian 

universities. Mehta is a prolific writer and an editorial 

consultant to The Indian Express and his columns have 

appeared in a number of reputed dailies. He is also 



on the editorial boards of many academic journals, 
including the American Political Science Review, the 
Journal of Democracy and India and Global Affairs. 
Mehta holds a B.A. (first class) in Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics from Oxford and a Ph.D. in politics from 
Princeton.

PRATISHTHA SINGH

Pratishtha Singh is a lecturer of Italian language and 
literature in the Delhi University. She is an author 
and a poet. She is in the process of finishing her 
doctoral thesis on the representation of Mussolini in 
Contemporary Italian literature. She has been a student 
and scholar of cinema in Italy and India which explains 
her being on the jury of Also Art Film Festival in Italy 
since 2009 and Environmental Film Festival in Sao 
Paolo in Brazil since 2014. She is the God Mother of 
the Asolo Art Film Festival. She has written the content 
for numerous Italian documentaries on India. In 2014, 
she managed the media and the women campaign 
for Mohammad Azharuddin from Sawai Madhopur. 
In 2015, she traveled alone across Bihar during the 
assembly elections to talk to the women voters. Her 
travel experiences and conversations have recently 
been published in the form of a Hindi and Bhojpuri 
book by Vani Prakashan.

RADHIKA BORDE

Radhika Borde has researched social movements 
against mining, the use of revisionist mythology 

by marginalized groups and new eco-religious 
movements. She is a Steering Committee member 
of an IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature), a specialist group focusing on culture and 
protected areas. She is a lecturer at the Metropolitan 
University of Prague and a Ph.D. researcher at the 
Wageningen University in the Netherlands. Her 
academic interests lie in the fields of social theory, 
religion, policy, resistance movements and governance 
and she has carried out empirical research on Adivasi 
issues in Jharkhand and Odisha. Radhika Borde has 
also worked as an activist in Jharkhand in relation to 
issues concerning mining, Adivasis, land acquisition 
and the environment. She has also founded and is 
involved with a social entrepreneurship venture aimed 
at reviving and promoting Adivasi crafts.

RAGHAV SHARAN SHARMA

Raghav Sharan Sharma is an activist scholar, a researcher 
and a writer. He has written more than 30 books. A few 
of them are biographies of Swami Sahajanand; Subhas 
Chandra Bose in four volumes; Veer Savarkar; Sri Krishna 
Singh; Abdul Gaffar Khan and others. Some of his other 
works are ‘India's Water Wealth: Ails and Ailments’; 
‘Encyclopedia of Jharkhand’; ‘The Unthought War of 
1962’ among others. He has also edited, compiled 
and collected works of ‘Swami Sahajanand Saraswati 
Rachnawali’.



RAGHUBAR DAS

Raghubar Das is currently the Chief Minister of 

Jharkhand since December 2014. In 2009, he held the 

office of Deputy Chief Minister of Jharkhand. He joined 

Bharatiya Janata Party as a founding member in 1980. 

He was elected as the member of Bihar Legislative 

Assembly in 1995 from Jamshedpur East. In 2004, he 

was appointed as Jharkhand State President of BJP. In 

2000, he was appointed as the Minister for Labour & 

Employment. He also served as the Minister for Finance, 

Urban Development & Commercial Tax during the NDA 

government in 2005.

RAHBAR ALI

Rahbar Ali is presently working at the Centre for 

Economic Policy and Public Finance (CEPPF) at the 

Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. He 

has done his graduation and masters in Statistics from 

the Patna University and submitted his dissertation for 

the doctoral degree on ‘Ranked Set Sampling’. Apart 

from providing critical inputs for many survey-based 

evaluation studies, he has worked on the development 

challenges in the agriculture, power and social sector 

of Bihar. He also holds a Post-Graduate Diploma in 

Actuarial Sciences.

RAJESH KUMAR
 

Rajesh Kumar is Associate Professor at the Department 

of History, Motilal Nehru College (Evening), the 

University of Delhi. The topic of his doctoral thesis was 

‘Social Dynamics of Political Leadership in Bihar: 1912-

1939’. He is interested in social and political history of 

colonial and post-colonial Bihar.

RAJIVA RANJAN VERMA 
 

Rajiva Ranjan Verma recently retired from the Indian 

Police Service. He served in the Bihar cadre. During 

his service, he held many significant positions 

including his last assignment as the Director General 

of Railway Protection Force. In 2006, he was awarded 

the President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service. 

In addition to his official responsibilities, he has also 

undertaken substantial philanthropic activities among 

the rural and urban poor to help them in the fields of 

health and education. In appreciation of that work, 

the Government of Sri Lanka awarded him their Social 

Justice Award in 2004.



RAM NATH KOVIND
 

Bihar Governor, Ram Nath Kovind started his career as 
an advocate at the Delhi High Court. He practised at 
the Delhi High Court and the Supreme Court of India 
for about 16 years. Later, he was elected to Rajya Sabha 
in 1994 and served in that capacity for two terms. 
Kovind has been a crusader for the rights and cause of 
weaker sections of society, specially scheduled castes/ 
scheduled tribes/ OBC/ minority/ women, right from 
his student days. It was mainly through his efforts that 
a government order of 1997 was made null and void by 
the passage of three amendments in the Constitution 
of India during the first NDA regime. During his 
advocacy tenure, he took a lead role in providing free 
legal aid to the weaker sections of society under the 
aegis of the Free Legal Aid Society in Delhi. Kovind has 
visited Thailand, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Germany, 
Switzerland, France, UK and USA on Study Tours for 
Members of Parliament. In 2002, he addressed the UN 
General Assembly, representing India.

RANU ROYCHOUDHURI

Assistant Professor at the School of Historical Studies 
at the Nalanda University, Rajgir, Ranu Roychoudhuri 
holds her Ph.D. from the  University of Chicago ( South 
Asian Languages and Civilizations) where she has also 
curated ‘Affectionately Yours, Rabindranath Tagore’. 
She has also been Book Manuscript Reviewer for Oxford 

University Press, Member of College Arts Association 
and Association for Asian Studies.

RATHIN ROY

Rathin Roy is Director and CEO of the National Institute 
of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi. With postings 
in London, New York, Kathmandu, Brasilla and Bangkok, 
he has worked as an Economic Diplomat and Policy 
Advisor with UNDP, focusing on emerging economies. 
He has taught at the universities of Manchester and 
London and served as Economic Adviser with the 
Thirteenth Finance Commission. Roy is Member, India 
Advisory Committee, United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Inquiry into a Sustainable Financial 
System; Member on the Meta Council on Inclusive 
Growth, World Economic Forum, Geneva; and Member, 
Poverty Task Force, Government of India. Roy holds a 
Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Cambridge.

RATNAKAR TRIPATHY

Ratnakar Tripathy is currently a Fellow at the Indian 
Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) where he is 
carrying out an ethnographic study of the regional 
entertainment industry with a comparative focus on the 
Hindi heartland. He has been a Senior Research Fellow 
at the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI) 
where he did research projects and wrote on themes 
such as Bhojpuri cinema, regional music industry. He 



has published on migration from Bihar, transnational 
migration among Indian knowledge workers. With a 
focus on the regional languages in Hindi heartland he 
has carried out fieldwork in Haryana and plans to map 
out other language cultures in the Hindi region. 

RITAMBHARA HEBBAR

Ritambhara Hebbar is Professor at the Centre for Study 

of Developing Societies, School of Development 

Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. She 

has specialized, and regularly published papers and 

commentaries, on tribal issues, specifically on culture, 

governance and development. Her book titled Ecology, 

Equality and Freedom: Engagement with Self-Rule in 

Jharkhand is an ethnographic work that reflects on 

the aforementioned aspects related to tribes in India. 

Her recent co-edited book Towards a New Sociology 

in India engages in a discussion on the need for a 

new sociological imagination by bringing together a 

collection of researches in new and unconventional 

sites in India. She has also written on issues related to 

gender, caste, farmers’ suicides in India. Her other areas 

of research include anthropology of development, 

rural society and state and human security. Her current 

research interest is on the anthropology of South India 

tribes, as well as on the contemporary tribal situation 

in the region.

ROHAN D'SOUZA

Rohan D’Souza is Associate Professor at the Graduate 
School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto 
University, Japan. He has taught at the Centre for Studies 
in Science Policy, JNU. D’Souza has been affiliated as 
Senior Research Associate with the Centre for World 
Environmental History (Sussex University) since 2003. 
He has held post-doctoral fellowships at the Agrarian 
Studies Program (Yale University) and at the University 
of California (Berkeley) and visiting fellowships at the 
Centre for the Advanced Study of India, University 
of Pennsylvania and at the Resources Management 
Asia-Pacific, Australian National University. He was 
awarded the Short Term Chair at the University of 
Tokyo as Visiting Professor of Contemporary Indian 
Studies by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 
His research interests and publications have involved 
themes related to environmental history, technology 
studies and sustainable development. He is the author 
of Drowned and Dammed: Colonial Capitalism and 
Flood Control in Eastern India.

ROHIT PRAKASH

Rohit Prakash is an independent researcher, journalist 
and columnist based in Delhi. He has got his training 
in historical research from the University of Delhi. 
He has been associated with various academic and 



media organization, including the Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi Urban Art 
Commission and Nehru Memorial Museum & Library, 
Delhi. He has also briefly taught at the University of 
Delhi. His research articles and journalistic pieces have 
appeared in a number of publications.

RUCHIRA GUPTA

Ruchira Gupta is the Founder of Apne Aap, India. In a 

career spanning 23 years, Ruchira Gupta has worked as 

a journalist, activist and policy-maker on issues related 

to violence against women and children. She has won 

an Emmy for “outstanding investigative journalism,” 

has founded Apne Aap, a grassroots organization of 

over 5,000 women and children trapped in or at risk to 

prostitution in India’s red-light areas and slums and has 

provided policy support to the Government of India, UN 

agencies in Nepal, Thailand, Kosovo and New York and 

USAID in Washington DC, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, 

Thailand and Phillippines. She was recently presented 

the Abolitionist Award at the House of Lords in UK. She 

is on the advisory board of Asia Society and Vital Voices 

and the Ricky Martin Foundation as well as on the 

board of Coalition against Trafficking in Women (Asia-

Pacific). She has testified before the Indian Parliament 

on amending the Indian trafficking law. Her testimony 

to the UN Senate had a direct role in the passage of the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act, 2000 and has been 

honored at the White House for her work to combat 

trafficking. Her book on confronting the Demand for 

Human Trafficking is being used extensively to train 

Indian law-enforcement officers to confront trafficking. 

She has also recently developed a manual to train 

prosecutors to address human trafficking with UNODC.

RUPAK KUMAR JHA
 

Rupak Kumar Jha is working for a Ph.D. in Economics at 
the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay. He did his 
Master’s at the University of Pondicherry. His research 
interests lie in the field of Development Economics 
and Political Economy of water. He has made several 
research presentations at some of the European 
universities.

S.  SUBRAMANIAN
 

Former ICSSR National Fellow and retired Professor, 
Madras Institute of Development Studies, S. 
Subramanian has been an Independent Volunteer on 
a Rural Development Project in Jawaja, Rajasthan, The 
project was sponsored by the ICSSR and executed by 
the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. He 
has also been a Consultant with  Project Appraisal 
Division, Planning Commission and Bureau of Industrial 
Costs and Prices, Government of India.



SAAGAR TEWARI
 

Saagar Tewari is a historian of modern India whose chief 
interest lies in studying the state-society dynamics of 
the predominantly tribal tracts of central India. Initially 
trained at Hindu College, University of Delhi, Saagar 
briefly worked in a rights advocacy organization in 
the Bastar region of Chhattisgarh. Subsequently, he 
returned to the academies and did his research degrees 
at the Centre for Historical Studies, JNU. His doctoral 
thesis is on the discourse surrounding 'Scheduling' of 
the tribal areas. He has been a Visiting Associate Fellow 
at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, 
Delhi. He has taught at Ambedkar University, Delhi and 
is currently teaching at the O. P. Jindal Global University, 
Sonipat.

SADAN JHA
 

Associate Professor, Centre for the Social Studies, 
Surat, Sadan Jha’s doctoral thesis at Delhi University, 
was on “Visualizing the Nation: Gender and the 
Symbolic Constitution of the Nationhood in Late 
Nineteenth and Twentieth Century North India", 
2010.  His research interests include history of colours, 
history of symbols (Indian National Flag, Spinning 
Wheel and 'Bharat Mata'/ Mother India), gendered 
visuality, partition violence, contemporary urban 
experiences in Surat, Hindi literature, media cultures, 

and politics of archive. A Charles Wallace India Trust 
Fellow at Centre for South Asian Studies, School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 
Jha carried out a research on ‘Emergence of a New 
Language: Seeing and Showing in Late Nineteenth 
Century North India'.

SALILA KULSHRESHTHA
 

Salila Kulshreshtha received her Ph.D. in History from 

the Centre of Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi. Her thesis, Sacred Icons, 

Sacred Spaces: Archaeology of Uma Mahesvara Icons 

from South Bihar, traces the biography of religious 

sculptures and temple sites in the Gaya-Nalanda 

and the Munger-Bhagalpur regions of Bihar. Her 

research interests include heritage politics, afterlives 

of shrines and sacred images, colonial archaeological 

interventions and the making of museums. Having 

lived and worked in USA, India and Netherlands, 

she has previously taught Art history, History and 

Humanities in Mumbai and at Virginia Wesleyan 

College, and at the Old Dominion University, Virginia, 

USA. She has also worked on issues of urban heritage 

and heritage education with INTACH, New Delhi and 

as the Assistant Keeper for Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai 

City Museum, Mumbai, she represented the Mumbai 

City Museum, in its collaboration with the BMW 

Guggenheim Cultural Lab during its installation in 

Mumbai. She currently lives in Dubai and is working on 

a monograph which will be published by Routledge 

under their series Religion and Archaeology in South 

Asia.



SAMUEL BERTHET
 

Samuel Berthet is an Associate Professor at the Shiv 

Nadar University (SNU), Gautam Budh Nagar, UP. He did 

his post-doctoral research on the Decentralization and 

Governance in the New States of India and particularly 

the State of Chhattisgarh. He coordinated the research 

of two successive multimedia academic projects on 

South Asian Maritime History funded by the European 

Commission. After a span of five years in Bangladesh as 

Director of Alliance Française in Chittagong, he joined 

the department of Sociology in SNU. He currently 

works on shipbuilding in Chittagong and circulations 

in the Northern Bay of Bengal.

SANGEETA DASGUPTA
 

Sangeeta Dasgupta is Associate Professor at the 

Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University. Her research interests include Adivasi 

history, colonial ethnography, missionary studies and 

visual representations. She has co-edited The Politics 

of Belonging in India: Becoming Adivasi (2011), and 

has been the guest editor of a special issue of the 

Indian Economic and Social History Review titled 

‘Reading the archive, reframing ‘adivasi’ histories’.

SANJAY KUMAR
 

Sanjay Kumar is Professor and currently the Director at 
the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies. He 
has recently published an edited volume Indian Youth 
and Electoral Politics: An Emerging Engagement. 
He has also published Changing Electoral Politics 
in Delhi: From Caste to Class and (with Praveen Rai) 
Measuring Voting Behaviour in India. His earlier 
publications include: (With Christophe Jafferlot) 
Rise of the Plebeians? The Changing Face of Indian 
Legislative Assemblies and (with Peter R de Souza and 
Sandeep Shastri) Indian Youth in a Transforming World: 
Attitudes and Perceptions. He has contributed chapters 
for several edited volumes, written various research 
reports and published numerous articles in both 
international and national research journals. He writes 
regularly for popular newspapers both in English and 
Hindi. As an expert in survey research, he has directed 
various national and state-level studies conducted by 
the CSDS, which includes the National Election Studies 
(NES) 1998, 1999, 2004, 2009 and 2014.

SANJAY KUMAR
 

Sanjay Kumar is a scholar, activist, and founder of 
Deshkal Society, Delhi. He has been working in the 
areas of land rights, social diversity, inequality and 
education in India for some 15 years. He is the co-editor 
of two books – Interrogating Development: Insights 



from the Margins and School Education Marginality 
and Pluralism Comparative Perspectives. He has also 
edited Seminar magazine’s issue of October 2012, 
which was on ‘Inclusive Classroom in India’. Currently, 
he is engaged in action research on governance of 
land rights and inclusive education for effectiveness of 
schools in India.

SANJUKTA DAS GUPTA

Sanjukta Das Gupta is an Associate Professor of Modern 
and Contemporary Indian History at the Dipartimento 
Istituto Italiano di Studi Orientali, Sapienza Università 
di Roma, Italy. Previously she had been the India 
Chair Professor of Modern Indian History at Sapienza 
Università di Roma. Earlier she served as Associate 
Editor of The Calcutta Historical Journal. Her research 
interests include agrarian and environmental history, 
and the social history of colonial India. She has 
published extensively in academic journals and edited 
volumes.

SANKARSHAN THAKUR
 

Sankarshan Thakur is currently the Roving Editor of 
The Telegraph, and based in Delhi. He started his 
journalistic career in 1985. He was earlier Associate 
Editor of The Indian Express. Thakur has covered Bihar 
and Kashmir extensively. Some of his most memorable 

stories came off the Kargil warfront in the summer of 
1999. He won the Prem Bhatia award for excellence in 
political journalism in 2001. In 2003, he won the Appan 
Menon Fellowship to work on a book on Kashmir 
which is in the making. He began his journalistic career 
with SUNDAY magazine in 1984. He has been Associate 
Editor with The Telegraph and Indian Express. Before 
returning to The Telegraph for his second stint in 2009, 
he was Executive Editor of Tehelka. He has extensively 
reported Kashmir, Bihar and socio-political conflict in 
the sub-continent. He is the author of Subaltern Saheb, 
a political biography of Laloo Yadav. He is the author 
of 'The Brothers Bihari', political biographies of Laloo 
Yadav and Nitish Kumar.

SARA MAHIMA GEORGE REJY

Sara Mahima George Rejy is a research scholar at 
the Department of Political Science, Goa University. 
Previously, she has been Assistant Professor at Centre 
for Latin American Studies and International Studies at 
the same university.

SARTHAK BAGCHI

Doctoral Fellow, South Asian Studies, at the Leiden 
University Institute for Area Studies, Sarthak Bagchi is 
an Erasmus Mundus Fellow. He is currently working 
as a Post-doctoral Fellow at KITLV (Royal Netherlands 



Institute for South Asian and Carribean Studies) and 
has previously conducted extensive fieldwork in 
the run up to two state assembly elections in India 
(Maharashtra 2014 and Bihar 2015). His M.Phil. thesis 
at the University of Hyderabad was on ‘Clientelism and 
Patronage in Indian Indian Elections: A Study of 2009 
Lok Sabha Elections.’

SARYU RAI

Saryu Rai is a senior BJP leader in Jharkhand. He is 
presently serving as minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
and Food and Supply Department in the BJP led 
government in the state of Jharkhand. He was elected 
to Jharkhand assembly in December 2014 from 
Jamshedpur-West constituency for the second time. 
Rai is known for his crusade against corruption. Roy 
was born on July 16, 1951 in a middle class farmer 
family in a small village named ‘Khanita’ in Itahi Block of 
erstwhile Shahabad district in Bihar. He holds a master's 
degree in Physics with Spectroscopy as special paper 
from Patna University in 1970-72 batch.

SATISH K. JAIN

Satish K. Jain has worked as Professor at the Centre 
for Economic Studies and Planning (CESP), Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. He was a member of the 
faculty at the CESP during 1978–2013 and held the 
Reserve Bank of India Chair during 2011–13. His areas 

of research interests are social choice theory and law 
and economics.

SETIKA SINGH

Setika Singh is the Executive Director of Takshila 

Foundation — the associate body of Takshila 

Educational Society (TES), a non-profit organisation 

working in the space of education, rural development, 

art and culture. She has completed her undergraduate 

degree from the University of Warwick in Economics, 

followed by a post-graduate degree in Social Policy and 

Development from the London School of Economics 

and Political Science. Subsequently, she worked 

under the mentorship of the CEO of a prestigious 

international NGO, Magic Bus India Foundation. 

Currently, she is responsible for the management 

and strategic development of TES’s integrated rural 

community development initiative called Parivartan. 

Functional from October 2011, Parivartan has been 

working from its campus at Narendrapur village in 

Siwan, Bihar. Its work spreads to 36 nearby villages on 

various economic, social and cultural issues. Setika is 

also a disciple of Kathak maestro Pt. Birju Maharaj and 

has given several solo and group performances in India 

and abroad.



SHAIBAL GUPTA

Shaibal Gupta is the founder Member-Secretary of the 
Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna 
and is still shouldering that responsibility. He is also the 
Director of the Centre for Economic Policy and Public 
Finance (CEPPF), a unit of ADRI and holds the office of 
the Country Co-Director with the International Growth 
Centre India-Bihar. He had done his graduation, 
masters and Ph.D. from the Patna University. His 
research focus has mainly been economy and society 
of Bihar and its development issues with a political 
economy perspective. Gupta has worked on various 
research projects with the Institute of Development 
Studies (Sussex), International Labour Organisation, 
the World Bank, and the London School of Economics. 
Recently, he was a member of the Raghuram Rajan 
Committee for Evolving a Composite Development 
Index of the States and his thoughtful note of dissent 
on the Committees Report was highly appreciated. 
Earlier, he was once one of the Directors of the Andhra 
Bank and a member of the Executive Committee of the 
National Literacy Mission.

SHAKTI SINHA

A 1979 batch IAS officer, who was a Joint Secretary in 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s PMO in the late 90s, Shakti Sinha 

is the Director of Nehru Memorial Museum & Library 

(NMML). He had taken voluntary retirement from the 

service in 2013 while serving as Finance Secretary in 
the Delhi government.

Sinha, who also served as private secretary to Vajpayee, 
went to Washington DC as senior adviser to Executive 
Director of the World Bank during the NDA regime. 
Subsequently, he was on a UN mission to Afghanistan 
coordinating issues relating to national development 
strategy and governance issues. Later, he became 
the Chief Secretary of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
and then CMD of Delhi Transco Limited. Sinha is 
post-graduate both in History and International 
Communication and Policy. Sinha has spent 
considerable time working with think tanks like India 
Foundation, Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi 
and Institute of South Asian Studies, Singapore, while 
working on development issues and Afghanistan.

SHASHANK S. SINHA
 

Shashank Shekhar Sinha is currently working as 
Publishing Director, Routledge (South Asia). He has 
around 18 years professional experience of working 
with premier organisations in sectors including 
knowledge management and publishing; teaching 
and higher education; social science research and 
policy making; curriculum and content development; 
social development and media research; and, history 
and heritage. He has worked with organisations 
including Routledge (UK), Oxford University Press 
(UK), University of Delhi, Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, ESPN Star Sports as well as Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs, Government of India and The National 
Commission for Women (NCW), Doordarshan. He has 
also been associated with Indian Council of Social 
Science Research (ICSSR) and Indian Council of 
Historical Research (ICHR), Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, Government of India.  He has 
around 9 years of teaching experience at 



undergraduate colleges in the University of Delhi 
where his responsibilities included teaching, research, 
and continuous student evaluation; curriculum 
revisions; organizing seminars, talks and discussions; 
and supervising extra-curricular activities.

SIDDHARTH VARADARAJAN

Siddharth Varadarajan is the Founding Editor of The 
Wire. He is the former Editor-in-Chief of The Hindu, and 
has worked at the Times of India. He is the recipient of 
several awards including the Ramnath Goenka Award 
for Journalist of the Year (2010) and the Bernardo 
O’Higgins Order by the President of Chile (2006). 
A graduate from the LSE and Columbia University, 
Varadarajan has taught Economics at New York 
University and Journalism at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and the Centre for Public Affairs and Critical 
Theory, Shiv Nadar University. Further, he has edited 
the book ‘The Making of a Tragedy’, that contains 
accounts of violence against Muslims in Gujarat.

SISIR DEBNATH

Sisir Debnath is an Assistant Professor in the Economics 
and Public Policy area at the Indian School of Business, 
Hyderabad. He received his Ph.D. from the University of 
Virginia in 2013. His interests are in the areas of health, 
gender and education in developing countries. His 
doctoral dissertation investigates the effects of 
conditional cash transfer on institutional deliveries and 

infant mortality in India. It suggests that the Janani 
Surakshya Yojana (safe motherhood scheme) in India 
that provided conditional cash transfers to mothers 
and informal health care workers increased the 
likelihood of the delivery of a baby in a hospital 
significantly and effects were stronger for the incentives 
for health care workers. The program also decreased 
neonatal and early neonatal mortality while the effect 
on infant mortality was not significant. His other 
research investigating the effects of household 
structure on female autonomy and Intergenerational 
Consequences of Early Age Marriages on Human 
Capital has been published by the Journal of 
Development Studies.

SMITA TEWARI JASSAL

Smita Tewari Jassal teaches Social Anthropology in the 
Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey. Her 
recent publication was Unearthing Gender, published 
in 2012 by Duke University Press. She works on issues 
of land, caste, gender and collective memory.

SONAL SINGH

Sonal Singh is currently Assistant Professor, Department 
of History, Kamla Nehru College, Delhi University. Her 
doctoral research is called "Textures of Exchange: the 
Maratha States, the Mughals and the English East 
India Company (mid-eighteenth to mid-nineteenth 
century)".This research looks at the political relationship 



among the three entities mentioned above through 
the agency of gifts exchange.

SRAMAN MUKHERJEE

Sraman Mukherjee is Assistant Professor in the School 
of Historical Studies at the Nalanda University, Rajgir. 
Trained as a historian of colonial South Asia, his work 
explores the politics of heritage in colonial and early 
post-colonial South Asia looking at modern biographies 
of sites, objects, monuments and disciplinary and 
institutional histories of archaeology and museums. 
Some of his published essays and articles include ‘From 
Sites and Museums to Temples: Relics, Ruins, and New 
Buddhist Viharas in Colonial India’; ‘Configuring Sacred 
Spaces: Archaeology, Temples and Monument Making 
in Colonial Orissa’; ‘Between Religion and History: 
Afterlives of Buddhist Relics’; and ‘Being and Becoming 
Indian: The Nation in Archaeology’. His current research 
looks at transnational geographies of heritage and 
histories of Inter Asian interactions. His study focuses 
on object lives of Buddhist corporeal relics circulating 
across different institutional, political and cultural 
locations across South and mainland Southeast Asia 
and Europe during the late 19th and early 20th century.

STEPHANIE LEDER

Stephanie Leder is a cultural geographer specializing in 
gender, water conflicts, agriculture and education. She is 

a post-doctoral fellow for “Gender and Social Inclusion” 
at the CGIAR research programme “Water, Land and 
Ecosystems” (WLE). Working with the International 
Water Management Institute in Kathmandu in Nepal 
and Sri Lanka, she conducts research on gendered 
norms, roles and relations in access to and control 
over water and land, migration, empowerment and 
resilience in South Asia. She holds a Ph.D. in Cultural 
Geography/Geography Education at the University of 
Cologne in Germany for her research on the topic of 
‘Pedagogic practice and the transformative potential 
of Education for Sustainable Development in Indian 
geography education: Argumentation on water 
conflicts in English-medium schools in Pune’.

STEPHEN BIGGS

Stephen D. Biggs is Research Associate, Department 
of Development Studies, School of African and Asian 
Studies, (SOAS), University of London. UK. He has done 
his Ph.D. in Agricultural economics from the University 
of California, Berkeley, USA. During his career, he has 
been Home based Fellow, Institute of Development 
Studies (IDS), University of Sussex; Programme 
Officer, Ford Foundation, Dhaka, Bangladesh; 
Regional Economist for CIMMYT, based in Delhi; Senor 
Lecturer, School of Development Studies, University 
of East Anglia, Norwich, UK; Visiting Scientist, ICIMOD, 
Kathmandu; and Research Visitor, Institute of Asian 
Research, University of British Colombia, Vancouver. 
Canada. His area of interest broadly covers patterns of 
rural mechanization and agrarian change, policy and 
practice concerning rural poverty reduction and rural 
development, participatory research methods,



 
SUBRATA KUMAR MITRA

Subrata K. Mitra is Director, Institute of South Asian 
Studies (ISAS), and  Visiting Research Professor, NUS. 
He moved from Heidelberg, Germany, where he was 
Head of the Department of Political Science at the 
South Asia Institute for the past 20 years. Subrata 
Mitra holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the 
University of Rochester, New York. His professional 
career spans India (Centre for the Study of Developing 
Societies, New Delhi), France (Maison des Sciences 
de l’Hommes, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris), the United Kingdom (the Universities 
of Hull and Nottingham), the United States (the 
University of California, Berkeley) and Germany (the 
Ruprecht-Karls-University, Heidelberg). He has also 
held visiting positions in the Tsinghua University, 
Beijing, China and the Radhakrishnan Chair, the 
Central University of Hyderabad. He has published 
extensively in various journals.

SUDHA PAI

Sudha Pai retired as Professor from the Centre for 
Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi in 2016. She has taught at the University of 
Delhi prior to joining the Jawaharlal Nehru University 
in 1980. Pai is on the Board of many Research 
Institutes and has been member of many Research 
Projects including SIDA (Sweden) and the UNRISD. 

She was awarded the Faculty Research Fellowship 
from the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, Canada in 
1996 and was Senior Fellow at the Nehru Memorial 
Museum and Library. Her research interests include 
Dalit Politics, State Politics in India, Agrarian Politics, 
Globalization and Legislative Governance. She has 
authored or edited several books, written book 
chapters and articles in reputed national and 
international journals.

SUNITA LALL

Sunita Lall has been the Treasurer of the Asian 
Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna since 
1992. She has been associated with the ADRI since 1991 
as a Researcher. She was also the Editor of ‘Ahle Subah’, 
a monthly magazine for neo-literate women. She has 
been shouldering the administrative responsibilities 
for ADRI since 1991. Since June 1996, her association 
with ADRI has been in an honorary capacity. She has 
also been teaching History in a college since November 
1996. She had been a Visiting Scholar to the Kentucky 
University, USA with a study grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation. She has published nearly 30 articles on 
various social and economic issues. These articles are 
both in Hindi and English. She is also the co-editor of 
the book entitled ‘Resurrection of the State: A Saga of 
Bihar’.



SYED GULREZ HODA

Syed Gulrez Hoda is a member of the Bihar State 
Planning Board. He worked with the World Bank 
for twenty years first as an Adviser to the Executive 
Director for India and later in the private financing 
arm, the International Finance Corporation. At IFC he 
managed investments in the financial, infrastructure, 
petrochemical and energy sectors. For the last three 
years at IFC he was Director for Infrastructure and 
Natural Resources, for Europe, Central Asia, Middle East 
and North Africa, based in Turkey. He is an IAS officer 
of the 1977 batch and prior to joining the World Bank 
in 1992 was posted in the Department of Economic 
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India. 
Hoda is President and Managing Trustee of Hikmat 
Foundation, a public charitable trust working on 
improving girl education in West Champaran district 
of Bihar. He has post-graduate degrees in Economics 
and Finance from the University of Delhi and George 
Washington University, USA.

TANWEER FAZAL

Tanweer Fazal is Associate Professor, Centre for 
the Study of Social Systems, JNU, New Delhi. He 
specializes in sociology of nationalism(s), community 
formation and identifications with specific focus 
on their implications on discourse of rights and 

entitlements.  Additionally, his research has a strong 
element of public policy orientation that involves 
rigorous analysis of existing policy instruments 
while suggesting new modes of interventions. 
Prior to joining the centre, he taught at the Nelson 
Mandela Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution, 
Jamia Millia Islamia (2006-2014). He has been a 
Research Consultant with Prime Minister’s High 
Level Committee (Sachar Committee, 2006) wherein 
he worked specifically on status stratification with 
particular reference to the OBCs among the Muslims 
of India. Fazal is Associate Fellow (Honorary) at the 
Delhi Policy Group, and Member, International 
Editorial Advisory Board of the journal, South Asian 
History and Culture (Routledge, UK).

TEJASHWI PRASAD YADAV

Tejashwi Prasad Yadav is presently the Deputy 
Chief Minister of Bihar and represents the Raghopur 
constituency in Bihar Legislative Assembly. In the 
current Bihar government, he has the responsibility 
of three key departments — Building Construction, 
Road Construction, and BC & EBC Welfare. Tejashwi 
played cricket in his schooling years in Delhi. Besides 
attending to his ministerial responsibilities, he also 
takes keen interest in promoting social, cultural and 
sports-related activities in Bihar. Although relatively 
new to electoral politics, his political maturity has 
earned him appreciation from many quarters.



TONI DARBAS

Toni Darbas is a University of New South Wales 
trained political sociologist who has worked for the 
past 12 years at the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia’s 
national research institute. Her research concerns 
interdisciplinary sustainability science undertaken 
in conjunction with  hydrologists, agronomists, 
ecologists and others. Her work is focused at the 
interface between local communities and formal 
extension systems that is problematized by policy 
efforts to achieve natural resource management, rural 
development and agricultural innovation in Australia, 
South-east and South Asia.

UFAQUE PAIKER

Ufaque Paiker is a research scholar at the Centre for 
Historical Studies in JNU. Her Ph.D. is on the Urdu 
literary culture in Patna in the 20th century. She is 
looking at the transition of the Urdu language in 
spaces like madarsas (institutions imparting Islamic 
education), colleges and university in Patna. Alongside, 
she has also worked on inter-community relations in 
South Asia and its changing contours with changes in 
the political context of the subcontinent.

VASUDHA DALMIA

Vasudha Dalmia is Professor Emerita of Hindi and 
Modern South Asian Studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley where she also held the Catherine 
and William L. Magistretti Distinguished Professorship 
in South and Southeast Asian Studies. She retired 
in 2014 as Yale University’s first professor in Hindu 
Studies. Her monograph, The Nationalization of 
Hindu Traditions: Bharatendu Harischandra and 
Nineteenth Century Benaras (1997), studies the 
life and writings of the 19th century Hindi writer as 
the focal point to examine intricate links between 
politics, language, culture, religion and nationality. 
Her work on drama, Poetics, Plays and Performances: 
The Politics of Modem Indian Theatre (2006), 
traces the genealogies of theatre in modern India, 
particularly the appropriation of 'folk' theatre, as it 
sought to constitute itself anew after independence. 
The Cambridge Companion to Modern Indian Culture 
(2012) and Religious Interactions in Mughal India 
(2014) are her most recent works. A collection of her 
essays has been published under the title, Hindu 
Pasts: Women, Religion, Histories.



VINAY  K. KANTHA

Beginning 1978, Vinay K. Kantha taught mathematics 
at the Patna University after a brief stint in the Indian 
Railway Traffic Service (1973-78). Apart from an 
active social engagement in education and human 
rights, he is involved in teaching and research in 
mathematics, economics, history, education and 
environment. He is among the founders of several 
organisations, including East & West Educational 
Society (1987), Prativesh, the East & West Centre for 
Environment Education, the Voluntary Forum for 
Education (2003) and ADRI, among others. He was 
a member of the Expert Committee on Education 
(2006) constituted by the Government of Bihar and 
chaired the Curriculum Committee constituted by 
SCERT. Recently, he was awarded with the Abul Kalam 
Azad Shiksha Samman by the Government of Bihar. 
Currently, he is the vice-president of PUCL (People’s 
Union for Civil Liberties) and president of Kamla 
Nehru Shishu Vihar, a historic institution founded by 
Prabhawati Devi and Jay Prakash Narayan.

VINITA DAMODARAN

A historian of modern India, Vinita Damodaran holds 
a chair in South Asian history at the University of 
Sussex. Her work ranges from the social and political 
history of Bihar to the environmental history of South 

Asia. Currently, she is leading a project on the British 
Empire and the Natural World. Particularly interested 
in questions of culture, history and the environment 
in Eastern India, she is engaged in building up the 
profile of South Asian studies at the University of 
Sussex. Damodaran is also the Director of the Centre 
for World Environmental History, funded as a 
University Centre of excellence and an internationally 
renowned centre dedicated to the Global South.

VIRENDRA KUMAR MALHOTRA 

Virendra Kumar Malhotra is presently Member-
Secretary, Indian Council of Social Science Research 
(ICSSR), New Delhi. Earlier, he was Head of the 
Department of Economics at the CCS University, 
Meerut. He has supervised eight Ph.D. scholars and 
more than 40 M. Phil. scholars. His research interests 
include governance and economic development, 
corporate governance and performance of various 
industries, Intellectual Property Rights, and foreign 
trade/investments. He has done a UGC-sponsored 
major research project on ‘Governance and 
Development: A Study of Major States of India’ and 
his own doctoral work has been on ‘Economics of 
Fertiliser Subsidies’. He has a number of papers 
published in reputed journals in areas of his interest, 
and a book entitled ‘Economics of Education’. He is 
also a Visitor’s nominee to the Court of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, Delhi, and Governor’s nominee to 
the Executive Council of the Veer Bahadur Singh 
Purvanchal University. 



WENDY SINGER

Wendy Singer is the Roy T. Wortman Professor of 

History at Kenyon College, where she teaches South 

Asian History.  Her books include Creating Histories, 

which was based on oral narratives and addressed 

peasant politics in Bihar in the 1930s, A Constituency 

Suitable for Ladies, a history of women and Indian 

elections, and Independent India on the post 

independence period.  Her current project explores 

reservations and the history of political representation, 

especially beginning with the municipal councils of 

the 1920s. Her research, while rooted in the study of 

Bihar, has most recently extended to Madras as well, 

looking at cross-regional comparisons.

WILLIAM R. PINCH

William R. Pinch is Professor of History at Wesleyan 
University and Associate Editor of the journal History & 
Theory.  His has written two books, Warrior Ascetics 
and Indian Empires (2006) and Peasants and Monks in 
British India (1996), and edited two volumes, Speaking 
of Peasants: Essays on Indian History and Politics in 
Honor of Walter Hauser (2008) and History and Theory 
in a Global Frame (2015, co-edited), and is the author of 
numerous essays, articles, and book chapters.  His 
current research focuses on a micro history of 
cantonment life in the years leading up to 1857, a co-
translation of two 18th-century Brajbhasha poems 
about the warlord Himmat Bahadur, and a 
environmental-cum-cultural history of the waterscape 
of north Bihar. He also serves as Treasurer of the 
American Institute of Indian Studies.
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