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The Asian Development Research Institute 

(ADRI) was established in 1991 in Patna. The 

motivation behind starting yet another Institute 

in Patna was not merely to expand social science 

research, but to emphasise those dimensions of 

social science research which, although critical, 

had received rather limited attention. In the above 

perspective, the objectives of ADRI are — (a) to 

undertake academic research of direct relevance 

to development efforts made by an individual or 

a group or the community itself involving policy 

change, (b) to broaden the database of research and 

its end use by involving as many classes of persons 

and institutions as possible, (c) to offer research 

results in a more innovative, demystified and use-

worthy form, and finally (d) to restore man to his 

central position in social science research, and with 

full dignity.

After being established, the Institute functioned in 

an informal manner till 1995 when its activities were 

formalized with the appointment of research staff 

and a Director. Since then, the Institute has 

completed about 125 research studies, many of 

them using an inter-disciplinary framework. These 

studies can be broadly divided into four categories 

— (a) analytical, (b) diagnostic, (c) advocatory, and 

(d) evaluative. ADRI also prepares the annual 

Economic Survey for the Government of Bihar and 

till date 10 such surveys have been prepared.

The organizational structure of ADRI includes, 

besides the mother Institute, three more units — 

State Resource Centre (SRC) for adult education in 

Bihar, sponsored by the Union Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD), Jan Shikshan 

Sansthan (JSS), again sponsored by the MHRD, and 

Centre for Economic Policy and Public Finance 

(CEPPF), sponsored by the Government of Bihar. 

The Institute also has its office in Ranchi (Jharkhand), 

which hosts an SRC for Jharkhand, sponsored by 

the MHRD. Yet another unit at ADRI is the 

International Growth Centre (IGC) India-Bihar, one 

of the country programmes of the IGC and 

dedicated to policy research on Bihar. Very recently, 

the Indian Council of Social Science Research 

(ICSSR) has recognized ADRI as one of its member 

institutions.



The agenda of development and efforts of 

various scholars, both economists and others, to 

theorise it do not have a long history. Midway through 

the twentieth century, when the Second World 

War had ended, paving the emergence of a new 

international political order, the idea of development 

was probably first initiated. The international response 

was wide-ranging, informed by both concern and 

hope, and one such response was the first Report on 

the World Social Situation, published by the United 

Nations in 1952. Since then, the world has witnessed 

enormous changes – social, economic and political. 

But have the goals of development that the world set 

for itself been met? What are the achievements, and 

where are the deficits? Where do the development 

theories stand now? Is the present understanding 

of the phenomenon more comprehensive, or do 

they only indicate some conceptual inflation? And 

finally, does development still continue to be a 

universal social agenda, or has it been replaced by 

the affirmations of neo-liberalism? These questions 

deserve great attention.  

On the achievements of the development agenda, 

the experience has been extremely varied, both 

across and within countries. But the overall experience 

has left doubts, both about the commitments and 

strategies for development. On the one hand, the 

number of developing countries that were able 

to substantially raise at least their material wealth 

was rather limited. Secondly, human development 

lagged behind material gains in many countries, 

growing either moderately or fast. This has led World 

Development Report 2006 to argue that ‘equity has 

a central place in the interpretation of development 

experience and the design of development policy’. 

We now need to inquire not just why some countries 

grow and others don’t, but, hopefully, also work out 

a typology of growth patterns in different countries. 

Towards theorising, there have also been several 

tangible attempts to comprehend and explain the 

phenomenon of development from unexplored 

angles. The initial theories of development were 

understandably economic correlates, but limitations 

of those initial theories were gradually revealed 

through many country experiences. Later, scholars 

have tried to unveil the non-economic correlates 

of development process that include, among 

others, human development, role of institutions, 

and empowerment of people. But, parallel to the 

search for theories that view development as an all-

encompassing social process, there has also emerged 

neoliberal thinking on development, emphasising the 

potential of a market-driven development process. 

Indeed, development experience of the last quarter 

century, during which neo-liberalism has rather been 

dominant, has generated an excited debate about 

development theories. 

Now that nearly six decades have passed since 

the development agenda was first initiated, 

analysing development experience and rethinking 

development economics is a tempting exercise. 

The proposed conference aims at conducting that 

exercise, first in an international perspective, and then 

in an Indian context.
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International Conference
Development and Growth: Experience and Theories

March  26 - 30,  2016
Hotel Maurya, Patna

Day 1 March 26 -  Saturday

10:30-11:00 AM Welcome Address
Shaibal Gupta, Member Secretary, ADRI

11:00 AM-1:00 PM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – I

Chairperson	 :	 Lord Meghnad Desai, Emeritus Professor, LSE

Introducer	 :	 Anjan Mukherji, Country Director, IGC India-Bihar

Speaker	 :	 Pranab Bardhan, Professor, University of California at Berkeley

Topic	 :	 Land and Equity : Some Understudied Issues

Chief Guest	 :	 Ashok Choudhary, Education Minister, Bihar

Vote of Thanks	 :	 Prabhat P. Ghosh, Director, ADRI

1:00-2:30 PM Lunch

Day 2 March 27 -  Sunday

9:30-11:00 AM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – II

Chairperson 	 :	 Sudipto Mundle, Emeritus Professor, NIPFP

Introducer 	 :	 Prabhat P. Ghosh, Director, ADRI

Speaker	 :	 Kaivan Munshi, Professor, University of Cambridge

Topic 	 :	 Caste in the Indian Economy

Chief Guest 	 :	 Vijay Kumar Chaudhary, Speaker, Bihar Vidhan Sabha

11:00 AM-12:30 PM INAUGURAL  SESSION  

Welcome	 :	 Shaibal Gupta, Member Secretary, ADRI

Chairperson 	 :	 Lord Meghnad Desai, Emeritus Professor, LSE

Address by 	 :	 Onno Rühl, Country Director, World Bank

		  Anjan Mukherji, Country Director, IGC India-Bihar	  

Inaugural Address 

by Chief Guest 	 :	 Nitish Kumar, Chief Minister, Bihar

12:30-12:45 PM Tea

PROGRAMME



12:45-2:30 PM WORKING SESSION – I

Human Development in Bihar : Improving Health Outcomes

Chairperson 	 :	 Jorge A. Coarasa, Senior Economist, World Bank

Discussant   	 :	 Sudhanshu Kumar, Assistant Professor, NIPFP

Presentation-1 	 :	 Manoj Mohanan, Professor, Duke University

Theme	 :	 Status of Health  

Presentation - 2	 :	 Ronald Abraham, Partner, IDInsight

Theme 	 :	 Health Institutions and Services 

Presentation - 3 	 :	 Mehjabeen Jagmag and Apurva Bamezai
		  Researchers, Oxford Policy Management - India

Theme 	 :	 Conditional Cash Transfer Programme 
		  for Improving Health and Nutrition Outcomes 
  

2:30-3:30 PM Lunch

3:30-5:15 PM WORKING SESSION – I  (Continued)
Human Development in Bihar :  Transforming Education and Skills

Chairperson 	 :	 Shabnam Sinha, Senior Education and Institutional 

		  Development Specialist, World Bank

Discussants   	 :	 Chinmaya Kumar, In-Country Economist, IGC India-Bihar

		  Rahbar Ali, Research Scholar, ADRI

Presentation-4 	 :	 Katyayni Seth, Consultant, World Bank

Theme 	 :	 Status of Skills and Human Resources in Health Care

Presentation-5 	 :	 Rukmini Banerji, CEO, PRATHAM

Theme 	 :	 Educational System : Elementary, Secondary

		  and Higher Education  

Presentation-6 	 : 	 Yamini Aiyar, Director, Accountability Initiative and Senior 		

		  Fellow, Centre for Policy Research

Theme 	 :	 Education at the Last Mile

6:30-7:30 PM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – III

Chairperson 	 :	 Satish Jain, Professor, JNU

Introducer 	 :	 Prabhat  P.  Ghosh, Director, ADRI

Speaker 	 :	 Lakshmi Iyer, Associate Professor, Harvard University

Topic 	 :	 Consequences and Determinants of 
		  Women’s Political Participation

7:30-9:00 PM Dinner



Day 3 March 28 -  Monday

9:30-11:00 AM WORKING SESSION – II
Social Protection and Labour

Chairperson 	 :	 John Blomquist, Senior Economist, World Bank

Discussant 	 :	 Pankaj Verma, In-Country Economist,  IGC India-Bihar

Presentation-1 	 :	 Debolina Kundu, Associate Professor
		  National Institute of Urban Affairs

Theme 	 :	 Trends in Labour Migration
Presentation-2 	 :	 Preet Rustagi, Professor, IHD

Theme 	 :	 Economic and Social Status of Women
Presentation-3 	 :	 Shrayana Bhattacharya, Economist, World Bank

Theme 	 :	 Social Protection in Bihar

11:00 AM-12:00 PM WORKING SESSION – III   
Development Experience in India

Chairperson 	 :	 K. V. Raju, Director, Development Management Institute, Patna 

Discussant   	 :	 Vikas Dimble, In-Country Economist, IGC India-Central

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Atsushi Kato, Professor, Aoyama Gakuin University

Topic	 :	 Violent Conflicts and Economic Performance of the 
		  Manufacturing Sector in India
Presentation-2 	 : 	 Koichi Fujita, Professor, Kyoto University, Japan

Topic 	 :	 Re-evaluating Land Reforms in West Bengal  

12:00-1:00 PM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – IV
Chairperson 	 :	 Yameen Mazumder, Chief of Field Offices-Bihar, UNICEF

Introducer 	 :	 Pulin B. Nayak, Former Director, DSE

Speaker 	 : 	 A. K. Shiva Kumar, Senior Consultant & Policy Advisor, UNICEF India

Topic 	 :	 Growth, Markets and the State : Lessons for Human Development

1:00-2:30 PM Lunch

2:30-4:30 PM WORKING SESSION – IV
Development Experience in India

Chairperson 	 :	 Sunil Ray, Director, AN Sinha Institute of Social Studies, Patna

Discussant   	 :	 Sisir Debnath, Assistant Professor, ISB Hyderabad

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Poulomi Dhar Chakrabarti, Ph.D. Candidate, Brown University

Topic 	 :	 Politics of Re-distribution Vs Politics of Recognition 
		  The Cases of Bihar and Tamil Nadu
Presentation-2 	 : 	 Ruchi Shree, Assistant Professor, JDMC, University of Delhi

Topic	 :	 Politics of Water and Development Discourse
		  Role of State, Market and Civil Society in the Global South

Break



WORKING SESSION – IV  (Continued)
Development Experience in India

Chairperson 	 :	 Sunil Ray, Director, AN Sinha Institute of Social Studies, Patna

Discussants   	 :	 Barna Ganguli, Assistant Professor, CEPPF, ADRI

 		  Bakshi Amit Kumar Sinha, Assistant Professor, CEPPF, ADRI

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Rahul Ghai, Visiting Faculty, IHMRU Jaipur

Topic 	 :	 Understanding Cultures of Pastoralism and 
		  ‘Development’ in Thar   

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Sujeet Kumar, Ph.D. Candidate, JNU

Topic	 :	 Development Transformation in India 
		  Role of NGDOs, State and Donor Agencies
 

6:30-7:30 PM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – V

Chairperson 	 :	 Dilip Sinha, Ex-Indian Foreign Service

Introducer 	 :	 Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff, Senior Fellow-ICSSR, ADRI

Speaker 	 : 	 Jean-Joseph Boillot, Professor of Economics and 

		  Former Researcher, CEPII (Institute of International Economics 

		  attached to the Office of Prime Minister of France) 

Topic 	 :	 AO Hirschman and the rise of China-India-Africa 
		  Why the models of a Dissenter are still valid 

7:30-9:00 PM Dinner

Day 4 March 29 -  Tuesday

9:30-11:15 AM WORKING SESSION – V
Development Experience in India

Chairperson 	 :	 Shovan Ray, Professor, IGIDR

Discussant 	 : 	 Sisir Debnath, Assistant Professor, ISB Hyderabad

Presentation - 1 	 :	 Kazuya Wada, Lecturer, University of Nagasaki

Topic 	 :	 What is “Participation” for Development ? 
		  Econometric Evidence from India  

Presentation - 2 	 :	 Ashmita Gupta, Post-Doctoral Fellow, ISI Chennai

Topic 	 :	 Trade Liberalisation and Gender Inequality : A Case of India 

Presentation - 3 	 :	 Aaditya Dar, Ph.D. Candidate, George Washington University

Topic 	 :	 Development as a Trap : Causes and Consequences of 
		  Agrarian Development in India 

11:15-11:30 AM Tea



11:30 AM-12:45 PM WORKING SESSION – VI
Development Experience in South Asia

Chairperson 	 :	 S. Subramanian, Former Professor, MIDS

		   and Former ICSSR National Fellow

Discussant   	 :	 Abhimanyu Gahlaut, In-Country Economist, IGC India-Bihar

		  Manish Kumar, Post-Doctoral Fellow-ICSSR, ADRI

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Ranjit Singh Ghuman, Nehru SAIL Chair Professor

 		  CRRID, Chandigarh

Topic 	 :	 Growth, Poverty and Inequality in South Asia
		  Evidences from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Panchanan Das, Professor, University of Calcutta

Topic	 :	 Structural Change, Poverty and Informal Economy 
		  Indian Development Experience

12:45-2:15 PM Lunch

2:15-5:30 PM WORKING SESSION – VII
Development Experience in India & Development Theory   

Chairperson 	 :	 Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, Editor Designate  

		  Economic and Political Weekly

Discussant   	 :	 Manish Gupta, Assistant Professor, NIPFP

Presentation-1 	 : 	 Manish Sabharwal, CEO, TeamLease Services 

Theme	 :	 Skill Gap in Bihar

Presentation-2 	 : 	 Mithilesh Kumar, Ph.D. Candidate, JNU

Topic	 :	 Development for Whom and at What Terms : Examining  

		  Multiple Cases of Resistance to World Bank-funded

		  Power Sector Projects in India

Presentation-3 	 : 	 Meghadeepa Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, TISS Guwahati

Topic	 :	 Emergence of Livelihood Approach as an Anti-Poverty 

		  Strategy: An Area of Enquiry in Development Theory and Practice

Break



WORKING SESSION – VII  (Continued) 
Development Experience in India & Development Theory

Chairperson 	 :	 Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, Editor Designate 

		  Economic and Political Weekly

Discussant   	 :	 Manish Gupta, Assistant Professor, NIPFP

Presentation-4 	 : 	 Sudhanshu Kumar and R. Kavita Rao

		  Assistant Professor; Professor, NIPFP

Topic 	 :	 Minimising Selection Failure and Measuring Tax Gap 

		  An empirical model 

Presentation-5 	 : 	 Bimal Kishore Sahoo and Bhaskar Jyoti Neog

 		  Assistant Professor; Ph.D. Candidate, IIT Kharagpur

Topic 	 :	 Heterogeneity in Informal Employment 
		  A Study of the Indian Labour Market 

Presentation-6 	 : 	 Chinmoyee Mallik, Assistant Professor, Birati College, Kolkata

Topic	 :	 Centering the Development Discourse in Land Acquisition 
		  Theory and Practice in Singur and Rajarhat, India

6:30-7:30 PM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – VI

Chairperson 	 :	 Amitava Bose, Former Director, IIM Calcutta

Introducer 	 :	 Alakh N. Sharma, Director, IHD

Speaker 	 : 	 Dilip  M.  Nachane, Chancellor, Manipur University, Imphal 

		  and Emeritus Professor, IGIDR

Topic 	 :	 Economic Growth and Financial Stability 
		  An Indian Perspective

7:30-9:00 PM Dinner

Day 5 March 30 -  Wednesday

10:00-11:00 AM SILVER  JUBILEE  LECTURE – VII

Chairperson 	 :	 Gopa Sabharwal, Vice-Chancellor

		  Nalanda University 

Introducer 	 :	 Pinaki Chakraborty, Professor, NIPFP

Speaker 	 : 	 Binayak Sen, Professor

 		  Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 

Topic 	 :	 From Test Case to Middle Income 
		  What can Bangladesh Add to Development Economics ?



11:15 AM-12:45 PM VALEDICTORY SESSION 

Chairperson 	 :	 N. K. Singh, Former Member, Planning Commission 

		  and Former Revenue Secretary, Government of India

Introducer 	 :	 Shaibal Gupta
		  Member Secretary, ADRI

Valedictory  	 : 	 Arvind Panagariya, Vice-Chairman

Address 		  NITI Aayog, Government of India

Guest of Honour	 :	 Abdul Bari Siddiqui
		  Finance Minister, Bihar

Chief Guest	 :	 Nitish Kumar (TBC)

		  Chief Minister, Bihar

Vote of Thanks 	 :	 Prabhat P. Ghosh
		  Director, ADRI

12:45-1:00 PM Time for Photographs

1:00-2:30 PM Lunch
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PROFILES

abdul bari siddiqui

Mr. Abdul Bari Siddiqui is currently the Finance Minister 
in the Government of Bihar. He has started his political 
career at an early age, inspired by the socialist leader 
Karpuri Thakur. Earlier, he has served as the Minister 
of Commercial Taxes in the state government and 
as Leader of the Opposition. Besides shouldering his 
political responsibilities, he also devotes attention to 
sports, and presently heads the state level associations 
for both cricket and badminton.

abhimanyu gahlaut

Mr. Abhimanyu Gahlaut holds an M.Phil. in Economic 
Research from the University of Cambridge and a BA 
(Honours) in Economics from the University of Delhi. 
Prior to joining the IGC, Mr. Gahlaut worked for the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning in Rwanda as 
an ODI fellow. During his time in Rwanda, he supported 
the ministry in formulation of the country’s second five-
year development plan (EDPRS 2), specifically working 
on projects related to urbanization, export growth, and 
climate-change financing.

A. K. SHIVA KUMAR

Dr. A. K. Shiva Kumar is a development economist 
and evaluator, working on issues related to Human 
Development, Poverty, Health, Nutrition, Basic Education, 
and the Rights of Women and Children.  He is presently 
Senior Consultant and Policy Advisor to UNICEF India 
and, until recently, was the Director of the International 
Centre for Human Development in New Delhi. He is a 
Visiting Professor at the Ashoka University, Indian School 
of Business and the Kennedy School of Governance at 
the Harvard University, USA.

Aaditya Dar

Mr. Aaditya Dar is a doctoral candidate at the 
Department of Economics, George Washington 
University, USA. His research interests lie in the fields of 
development economics and political economy. He is 
writing his dissertation on the ‘Politics and Geography 
of Development in India’. Previously, he has worked 
at the Social and Rural Research Institute and IMRB 
International, where he conducted several research 
studies, mostly in the areas of education and health.  



ALAKH N. SHARMA

Dr. Alakh N. Sharma, currently Professor and Director of 
the Institute for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi, 
is a well known development and labour economist. 
Earlier, he has worked in the Institute of Economic 
Growth, Delhi; V.V. Giri National Labour Institute, Noida; 
Shri Ram Centre for Industrial Relations, New Delhi; 
and A. N. Sinha Institute of Social Studies, Patna. He has 
extensively worked in the areas relating to livelihoods, 
political economy, regional development, employment, 
labour markets and human development issues.  He 
has authored and edited a large number of books and 
papers in these areas. He is also the Editor of the Indian 
Journal of Labour Economics (IJLE), the quarterly journal 
of the Indian Society of Labour Economics.

AMITAVA BOSE

Dr. Amitava Bose was a faculty member at the Indian 
Institute of Management (IIM), Calcutta. He had joined 
in 1974 and was there till his superannuation in 2012. His 
specialisation is Dynamic General Equilibrium Theory. 
He obtained his Ph.D. in 1974 from the University of 
Rochester, USA for his thesis on Pareto Optimality and 
Productive Efficiency in the Overlapping Generations 
model. His teaching and research has focused primarily 
on macroeconomic theory and the existence of a 
monetary equilibrium.

Anjan mukherji

Dr. Anjan Mukherji taught at the Jawarharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi till 2010, when he retired 
as the RBI Professor of Economic Theory. He has also 
taught at the London School of Economics, the Cornell 
University and at the Universities of Tsukuba and Osaka 
in Japan. Subsequent to retirement, he was awarded the 
Jawaharlal Nehru National Fellowship of the ICSSR during 
2011-13. He is also currently the Country Director of the 
India-Bihar programme of the International Growth 
Centre (IGC), London. He has also been appointed 
Professor Emeritus at JNU. His research includes studies 
on micro-foundations of macroeconomics, non-linear 
dynamics and complex growth processes, development 
and governance, and stability of general equilibrium.

APURVA BAMEZAI

Ms. Apurva Bamezai is a Consultant at Oxford Policy 
Management (OPM), India, where she is engaged in 
the quantitative impact evaluation of the DFID funded 
Bihar Child Support Programme. She is also working on a 
World Bank funded project to support the Government 
of Madhya Pradesh in designing a maternity benefit 
conditional cash transfer. Prior to joining OPM, she 
worked with IDinsight, where she was involved in 
programme evaluations of interventions to improve 
service delivery through ICDS and MGNREGA in Bihar. 
She has also worked as a Research Analyst in the Poverty, 



Health and Nutrition Division of the International Food 
Policy Research Institute, New Delhi. She has completed 
her M.Phil. in Development Studies from the University 
of Cambridge, U.K.

ARVIND PANAGARIYA

Dr. Arvind Panagariya is currently Vice-Chairman, NITI 
Aayog.  In the past, he has been the Jagdish Bhagwati 
Professor of Indian Political Economy at the Columbia 
University and Professor of Economics at the University 
of Maryland at College Park. He has worked in various 
capacities at the World Bank, International Monetary 
Fund and the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development. Dr. Panagariya is a leading international 
trade theorist of his generation. His numerous policy 
writings on the benefits of trade liberalization, superiority 
of multilateral over preferential trade liberalization, and 
the folly of including non-trade issues such as intellectual 
property rights and labour standards into the World 
Trade Organization have been extremely influential.

Ashmita Gupta

Dr. Ashmita Gupta is a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Indian 
Statistical Institute (ISI), Chennai. She did her Ph.D. in 
Economics at the University of Houston, USA. Her areas 
of interest are Microeconomics, with a focus on Labour 
Economics, Economics of Education and Development 
Economics.

ashok choudhary

Born in a family of freedom fighter, Mr. Ashok Choudhary 
had started his political career early, as a youth activist 
and then a leader. By virtue of his relentless service to the 
Congress Party, he was able of to revive the Party in Bihar 
and he is now the President of its Bihar unit. Further, he is 
also now the Minister of Education in the Government of 
Bihar. Besides pursuing his political goals, he also spends 
time in promoting sports and performing arts in Bihar.

atsushi kato

Dr. Atsushi Kato is a Professor in the School of Business 
at the Aoyama Gakuin University, Japan.　He completed 
his Ph.D. in 1996 at the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor.  His research interest is political economy of 
economic development and, in particular, the effects of 
property right protection, corruption and competition 
on economic performance. He has published articles 
in Journal of Development Studies, Economics of 
Governance, Journal of Asian Economics and others. 
He was a visiting scholar at the Institute of Economic 
Growth, New Delhi during 2004-05. 



BAKSHI AMIT KUMAR SINHA

Dr. Bakshi Amit K. Sinha is currently a faculty member 
at the Centre for Economic Policy and Public Finance 
(CEPPF) at the Asian Development Research Institute 
(ADRI), Patna. His doctoral thesis was ‘Human 
Development and Expenditure on Social Sector in Bihar’. 
He has been engaged in economic research for nearly a 
decade and his area of interest are public finance, human 
development, regional inequality and banking issues. He 
has published about 15 articles in reputed journals. 

BARNA GANGULI

Dr. Barna Ganguli is presently working at the Centre 
for Economic Policy and Public Finance (CEPPF) at the 
Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. 
She has done her graduation, masters and Ph.D. from 
the Patna University. The topic of her doctoral thesis is 
‘Urbanisation and Environmental Degradation: A Case 
Study of Patna’. She has been engaged in social science 
research for nearly a decade and her areas of interest 
are — human development, environmental economics, 
public finance, and regional economics. Presently, she is 
conducting an exhaustive study in the food processing 
industries in Bihar.  

Bimal kishore sahoo

Dr. Bimal Kishore Sahoo is Assistant Professor of Economics 
at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur. His 
research interests are Human Development, Labour 
Market, Food Security, Poverty Studies, and Productivity 
and Efficiency Analysis. He is one of the authors of India 
Human Development Report-2011: Towards Inclusive 
Growth. 

BINAYAK SEN

Dr. Binayak Sen is currently a Research Director of the 
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS), the 
premier public think-tank of the country. He did his MA 
in Economics from the Moscow State University and his 
Ph.D. in Economics from the Institute of Oriental Studies 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. He has been a 
Senior Economist in the South Asia Region of the World 
Bank as a regular staff member and a Visiting Research 
Fellow at the Research Administration Department of 
the World Bank. He has served as a consultant for the 
Asian Development Bank, UN-ESCAP, UNDP and WHO. 
Dr. Sen also loves teaching. He has taught economic 
development courses at the North South University, 
BRAC University, Dhaka University and National University 
in the past two decades. His major areas of research 



include inclusive development, chronic poverty, income 
inequality, middle class, human development, labour 
market, social protection, economic history, and political 
economy.

CHINMAYA KUMAR

Mr. Chinmaya Kumar is a Country Economist with the 
International Growth Centre (IGC)-Bihar programme. He 
holds an M.Phil. degree in Development Studies from 
the University of Oxford. He has previously worked with 
the Centre for Development Finance in Chennai, where 
he co-authored a pilot study on measuring the district-
level economic governance for the state of Tamil Nadu.  

CHINMOYEE MALLIK

A geographer by training, Dr. Chinmoyee Mallik 
graduated from the Presidency College, Kolkata and 
did her M.Phil. and Ph.D. from the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi. After doing her post-
doctoral research in IIM, Kolkata, she is at present 
teaching at the Birati College, Kolkata. Her specific 
areas of interest span employment, peri-urbanization, 
agricultural and economic geography, and political 
economy. In addition to several research articles that 
have been published in various reputed journals, she is 
also the author of a book entitled ‘Employment in the 
Globalizing Rural Peripheries in Indian Mega-cities’.

debolina kundu

Dr. Debolina Kundu is an Associate Professor at the 
National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA), New Delhi and 
has more than two decades of professional experience 
in the field of development studies. She has a Ph.D. 
degree from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), 
New Delhi on municipal finance and governance. 
She has been a Post-doctoral Fellow at the Local 
Government Initiative, Hungary. She has been engaged 
as a consultant with several national and international 
organizations, including London School of Economics, 
UNDP, UNESCAP, and KfW (Germany). At present, she is 
in charge of the Data Centre and HUDCO Chair activities 
at NIUA, coordinating a project on ‘Internal Migration 
in India’ and working as an urban specialist for the ADB  
supported Knowledge Hub for South Asia. 

 

DILIP M. NACHANE

Dr. Nachane is currently Chancellor of the Manipur 
University, Imphal and Professor Emeritus at the Indira 
Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR), 
Mumbai. He was formerly Professor and Director at IGIDR 
and Director, Department of Economics, University 
of Mumbai. Dr. Nachane has contributed extensively  
in the areas of Econometrics, Macroeconomics and 
Development Economics. The Indian Econometric 
society had elected him as its President in 2003. He is a 



member of the Academy of Sciences, USA and was also 
a member of the RBI Technical Advisory Committee on 
Monetary Policy. 

DILIP SINHA

Mr. Dilip Sinha was a member of the Indian Foreign 
Service. He was India’s ambassador to the United Nations 
in Geneva (2012-14) and a delegate based there (1995-
99). He was also head of the International Organisations 
Division in the Ministry of External Affairs during 2010-
12. Earlier, Mr. Sinha had served as head of the Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Iran Division in Ministry of External 
Affairs (2005-07) and in the High Commission of India in 
Islamabad (1986-90).  He was also ambassador to Greece 
(2007-10) and served as deputy head of mission in Brazil 
and Bangladesh. He also served in Egypt and Germany.  

ghanshyam tiwari

Mr. Ghanshyam Tiwari is an MPA graduate from the 
Harvard Kennedy School and an MBA from Kellogg 
School of Management. For the past six years, Mr. Tiwari 
has been engaged in initiatives and campaigns related to 
improving public leadership and policy-making in Bihar. 
In particular, he led Campaign Strategy Project for NDA 
in Bihar in 2010 and worked as communications adviser 
and Spokesperson for JD (U) in 2015. He has also worked 
with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, London School 
of Economics, and Population Foundation of India. His 

corporate experience includes strategy consulting at 
McKinsey & Co, country leadership at Bluespec Inc. and 
engineering roles with Intel and Texas Instruments. He 
continues to work towards ideas of improving public 
leadership and education in Bihar.

Gopa sabharwal

Dr. Gopa Sabharwal is the founding Vice-Chancellor of 
the Nalanda University. In this position, she has worked 
since 2010 to give shape to the vision of establishing 
a Nalanda for the twenty-first century. A sociologist by 
training, Dr. Sabharwal came to the Nalanda University 
from India’s foremost liberal Arts college, Lady Shri Ram 
College for Women, where she founded the Department 
of Sociology in 1993. Her wide ranging research 
has focused on ethnic groups in urban India, visual 
anthropology, partition and the history of society. She 
was a Fulbright Scholar in residence in 2006 at Chatham 
College for Women, Pittsburgh (now a university), USA.

JEAN-JOSEPH BoILLOT

Dr. Jean-Joseph Boillot is Professor of Economics at the 
CEPII, a research institute on international economics, 
attached to the Prime Minister’s office in France. In 1990, 
he had joined the French Ministry of Finance as Economic 
Advisor, basing himself in the main challenging regions 
of the world: Eastern Europe (from Prague), Russia and 
CIS (from Moscow) and East Asia (from Hong Kong). Early 



2003, he joined the French Treasury as Financial Advisor 
for India and South Asia, based in New Delhi. He is co-
founder of the Euro-India Group (EIEBG), member of 
the expert group Cyclope, of the Editorial Committee 
of the news-magazine ‘Alternatives Economiques’, and 
scientific advisor at ISEG, a leading French business 
school.

Jeffrey Witsoe

Dr. Jeffrey Witsoe (B.A., University of California, Santa 
Cruz, M.A., University of Chicago, and Ph.D., University 
of Cambridge) has done research focusing on a critical 
rethinking on democracy and  post-colonial state 
through an examination of lower-caste politics in Bihar, 
where he has been engaged in ethnographic research 
since 2000. He is the author of ‘Democracy Against 
Development’ (University of Chicago Press) and several 
articles and book chapters on lower-caste politics 
in Bihar. His current research explores the political 
economy of rural development, with a focus on India’s 
massive rural employment guarantee scheme.

JOHN D. BLOMQUIST

Dr. John D. Blomquist is a Senior Economist in the World 
Bank’s Social Protection Unit. He specialized in the design 
and evaluation of social assistance and poverty alleviation 
programmes, with experience in Asia, Africa and Latin 

America. He is currently engaged in the preparation of 
a set of guidelines on the implementation and use of 
social safety net programmes for APEC Finance Ministers 
and he recently assisted the Asian Development Bank in 
the formulation of a draft social protection framework for 
its operations. Dr. Blomquist holds a Ph.D. in Economics 
from the University of Pennsylvania, USA. 

JORGE COARASA

Mr. Jorge Coarasa, based in New Delhi, is a Senior 
Economist with the Health, Nutrition and Population 
Global Practice of the World Bank. He also conducts 
analytical work and provides advice to governments 
on health financing, service delivery and the role of the 
private sector in health systems. Before joining the World 
Bank, he was a civil servant with the Mexican Government, 
serving at the Ministry of Social Development. There 
he designed and evaluated policies and programmes 
aimed at increasing access to health, education and 
social protection for the poor. 

KAIVAN MUNSHI

Dr. Kaivan Munshi’s research career has been devoted to 
the analysis of communities and their interaction with 
economic activity. Much of this research has been 
situated in India, where caste is a natural social unit 
around which economic networks are organized. His 



recent work has examined the effect of community 
networks on education, health, entrepreneurship, and 
mobility, which are key determinants of growth and 
development. His research has been published in the 
American Economic Review, Journal of Political 
Economy, Quarterly Journal of Economics, and the 
Review of Economic Studies. He is currently co-editor of 
the Journal of Development Economics. 

Karan Bilimoria

Lord Karan Bilimoria CBE, DL is the founder of Cobra 
Beer, Chairman of the Cobra Beer Partnership Limited 
and of Molson Coors Cobra India, both joint ventures 
with the global brewing company, Molson Coors. He 
is the Founding Chairman of the UK India Business 
Council. Lord Bilimoria is Senior Non-Executive Director 
of the Booker Group PLC, the FTSE 250 Company of 
Booker Prize fame; he is one of the first two visiting 
entrepreneurs at the University of Cambridge and 
a founding member of the Prime Minister of India’s 
Global Advisory Council. In 2006, he was appointed 
the Lord Bilimoria of Chelsea, making him the first 
ever Zoroastrian Parsi to sit in the House of Lords. In 
2008 he was awarded the Pravasi Bhartiya Samman 
by the President of India. He is an honorary fellow of 
Sidney Sussex College Cambridge and Chairman of the 
Advisory Board of the Judge Business School, Cambridge 
University. He qualified as a Chartered Accountant with 
Ernst & Young and graduated in law from the University 
of Cambridge. He is also an alumnus of the Cranfield 
School of Management, the London Business School 
and the Harvard Business School.

KATHINKA SINHA-KERKHOFF

Dr. Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff is a social scientist working 
and residing in India. She obtained her Ph.D. from the 
University of Amsterdam and is presently affiliated 
with the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), 
Patna. She has widely published and her latest work 
concerns plant transfers in colonial India and agrarian 
history of Bihar and Jharkhand. She has worked on 
return-migration in the South Asian context, academic 
dependency, the Indian diaspora, youth, education, 
gender and communal issues and on the aftermath 
of the Indian partition (India and Bangladesh). She 
is presently involved in research on modernity and 
changing consumption patterns in eastern India.

Katyayni seth

Dr. Katyayni Seth conducts qualitative and quantitative 
research on different aspects of public health in India. 
Her current research focuses on the education and 
employment of health workers, specifically nurses. She 
received her postgraduate degree in Global Health and 
Population in 2012 from the Harvard  School of Public 
Health, USA. 



kazuya wada

Dr. Kazuya Wada teaches Economics at the Faculty of 
Global Communication, University of Nagasaki, Japan.  
His publications include ‘Changes in Employment 
Structures and Investments in Children’s Education: 
Evidence from Rural India,’ PRIMCED Discussion Paper 
Series, Hitotsubashi University, 2013.

koichi fujita

Dr. Koichi Fujita is Professor of Economics at the Center 
for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, Japan. 
His major publications include ‘Re-thinking Economic 
Development: The Green Revolution’, ‘Agrarian Structure 
and Transformation in Bangladesh’ and ‘The Economic 
Transition in Myanmar after 1988’.

K. V. Raju

Professor K. V. Raju is the Founder-Director of the 
Development Management Institute, Patna, established 
in 2014 with the active support of Government of Bihar 
and development organisations. Professor Raju has 
been a Visiting Fellow at Institute of Rural Management 

Anand (IRMA) and also worked as a faculty member 
there from July 1995 to March 2014. He has taught 
courses in participatory governance and management 
of producers’ enterprises, values and ethics in 
management, social entrepreneurship and leadership 
for societal transformation. Professor Raju is also an 
alumnus of IRMA.

LAKSHMI IYER

Dr. Lakshmi Iyer is an Associate Professor at the Harvard 
Business School, USA. Her primary research fields are 
political economy and development economics, with 
an emphasis on property rights and the distribution 
of political power. Her research has examined many 
dimensions of the distribution of political power within 
emerging market countries, including the legacy 
of colonial rule, the division of authority between 
politicians and bureaucrats, and the determinants of 
conflict. She is currently working on several projects 
related to the determinants and consequences of 
women’s political representation. She has also studied 
historical and current property rights institutions in 
several emerging markets, including India. Dr. Iyer 
holds Bachelors and Masters degrees from the Indian 
Statistical Institute, and a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, USA.

Manish gupta

Dr. Manish Gupta is currently working as Assistant 
Professor at the National Institute of Public Finance and 



Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi.  He holds a Ph.D. in Economics 
from the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. His areas 
of interest are Fiscal Federalism, Rural Decentralisation, 
Energy and Environment Economics, and Development 
Economics.

MANISH KUMAR

Dr. Manish Kumar is an ICSSR Post-Doctoral Fellow at 
the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. 
His doctoral dissertation focuses on the role of state and 
market in the Indian economy, with an emphasis on 
the market–oriented economic reforms underway in 
India since 1991. He has provided research assistance to 
distinguished economists Jagdish Bhagwati and Arvind 
Panagariya, for their book ‘Why Growth Matters : How 
Economic Growth in India Reduced Poverty and the 
Lessons for other Developing Countries’. His research 
interests include the issues on development economics, 
political economy and globalization.

MANISH SABHARWAL

Dr. Manish Sabharwal is currently the Chairman and co-
founder of Teamlease Services, India’s largest staffing 
and human capital firm. Teamlease has over 110,000 
employees in 5000 cities and is implementing India’s first 
vocational university in Gujarat and first national Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) apprenticeship programme. 
The company has hired 1.4 million employees in the 

last 10 years.  In 1996, he co-founded India Life, an HR 
outsourcing company that was acquired by Hewitt 
Associates in 2002. Subsequently, he was CEO of Hewitt 
Outsourcing (Asia) in Singapore. He is a member of the 
National Skill Mission, chaired by the Prime Minister. He 
is a columnist for the Indian Express and got his MBA in 
1966 from The Wharton School, USA.  

MANOJ MOHANAN

Dr. Manoj Mohanan teaches Public Policy at the Duke 
University’s Sanford School of Public Policy. He also 
holds secondary appointments in the Department 
of Economics and the Duke Global Health Institute.  
Dr. Mohanan’s research examines topics in health 
economics, development economics, and health 
services, mainly focusing on provider and patient 
behaviour in the context of information and incentives. 
He is also studying the role of subjective expectations 
in decision making under uncertainty, effect of social 
accountability interventions on quality of care, and 
demand responses to improvements in quality. He 
received his Ph.D. in Health Policy from the Harvard 
University, USA. 

MEGHADEEPA CHAKRABORTY
  

Dr. Meghadeepa Chakraborty is a faculty member at 
the Guwahati campus of the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS). She has done her Ph.D. from TISS, 
Mumbai. Her interest areas in teaching and research are 
Poverty, Livelihood and Social Entrepreneurship. She has 



attended various national and international conferences 
on multi-disciplinary themes and presented papers. She 
writes on development themes and has a number of 
publications in her credit. 

MEGHNAD DESAI

Baron Desai is a world-renowned economist and Labour 
peer, whose interests range from Marxian economics to 
post-colonial theory to the films of Dilip Kumar. He is a 
Professor Emeritus at London School of Economics (LSE). 
Lord Desai’s research spans over 50 years in a broad range 
of topics concerning the impact of the private sector 
and the state in development, Marxian economics, and 
globalization and market liberalisation (many studies 
on Indian reforms). His vast contribution to developing 
the field of economics, from human development to 
economic history and political economy, have been 
awarded some of the highest honours of British and 
Indian civil institutions. Lord Desai taught at the LSE 
since 1965, where he became a Professor in 1983 
and established the Centre for the Study of Global 
Governance in 1992. He is an active member of the 
British Labour Party, where he acted as Chairman during 
1986-92. It was towards the end of his Chairmanship that 
he was made life peer as Baron Desai in 1991.

MEHJABEEN JAGMAG

Ms. Mehjabeen Jagmag leads the qualitative research 
hub for Oxford Policy Management (OPM), India. She 

specialises in qualitative and mixed-methods research 
and has worked on the design and analysis of mixed-
methods evaluations in child protection, maternal and 
child nutrition and health, and financial inclusion. Her 
research spans across Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar and Odisha. Previously, 
she has worked as a Research Associate with the Centre 
for Policy Research and Centre for Civil Society. Ms. 
Jagmag has completed her Masters in Anthropology 
of Development at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS), London as a Felix Scholar.  

MITHILESH KUMAR

Mr. Mithilesh Kumar is doctoral candidate in the Center 
of International Politics, Organizations and Disarmament 
(CIPOD), School of International Studies (SIS), Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. His doctoral work is 
on the ‘Evolution of World Bank’s Lending to the Power 
Sector in India’. His M.Phil. thesis was on the ‘World Bank’s 
Responsiveness to the Human Rights Concern: A Study 
of the Bank’s Inspection Panel’. 

N. K. SINGH

Mr. N. K. Singh is a renowned politician, economist and 
former civil servant. He was a member of Rajya Sabha 
(2008-14) and served on several Parliamentary Standing 
Committees, including Public Accounts Committee, 



Committee on Foreign Affairs and Human Resource 
Development. He is presently a Senior Member of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. Mr. Singh has handled important 
portfolios in India’s economic reforms strategy and also 
held public offices including India’s Expenditure and 
Revenue Secretary, a Member of the National Planning 
Commission, as well as Secretary to the Prime Minister 
of India. Mr. Singh has a wide range of national and 
international experience, having interacted closely with 
multilateral organizations like World Bank, IMF, ADB, and 
OECD.

NEERAJ KUMAR

Mr. Neeraj Kumar works as the Managing Editor at the 
Centre for Economic Policy and Public Finance (CEPPF) at 
the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. 
He has been a journalist with India’s premier publications 
like Hindustan Times and The Times of India, Delhi. He 
has an M.Phil. in International Studies from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University and an MA in Political Science from the 
University of Delhi. Mr. Kumar is an alumnus of the Asian 
College of Journalism, Chennai.

NITISH KUMAR

Mr. Nitish Kumar had started his political career in the 
mid-seventies, inspired by the socialist ideology. He was 
first elected to the Bihar Vidhan Sabha in 1985 and more 
than three decades of his legislative career is spread 
between the Lok Sabha (six terms) and Bihar Vidhan 

Sabha/Parishad. He has shouldered the responsibility of 
a Union Minister for Agriculture and Railways for several 
years, and has been the Chief Minister of Bihar during 
the last ten years, except for a brief break for about nine 
months.

Onno Rühl

Mr. Onno Rühl is presently the World Bank’s Country 
Director in India.  Prior to this, he was the World Bank’s 
Country Director for Nigeria. Earlier, Mr. Rühl was Manager 
for results and learning in the World Bank’s Africa Region. 
The unit worked to help partner governments improve 
their focus on management for results, monitoring and 
evaluation, and statistical systems. During his World Bank 
career, Mr. Rühl has also been Country Manager for the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as lead private 
and financial sector development specialist in the World 
Bank’s Africa and Europe and Central Asia regions. Before 
joining the World Bank in 1993, Mr. Rühl worked with the 
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs where he had 
worked in various capacities. Mr. Rühl had started his 
career teaching economics in Alkmaar, the Netherlands.

.
PANCHANAN DAS

Dr. Panchanan Das is a Professor of Economics in the 
Department of Economics of the University of Calcutta, 
where he mainly teaches quantitative methods. He has 
published several articles on growth, inequality and 
poverty in referred journals and edited volumes. He 



is a major contributor of West Bengal Development 
Report (2008) published in collaboration with the 
Planning Commission, Government of India. He has also 
contributed to the Routledge volume, Springer volume, 
and Science and Technology volume of the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi. 

PANKAJ VERMA

Mr. Pankaj Verma holds a masters degree in Public Policy 
and Development from the Paris School of Economics. 
He works as a Country Economist for International 
Growth Centre (IGC) in Bihar. Prior to joining IGC, he 
worked as a Research Manager with J-PAL, supervising 
multiple randomized control trial studies on Health, 
Public employment, and Energy. Earlier, he worked as 
Country Economist for IGC in Sierra Leone on the issues 
of social protection and poverty reduction. His research 
interest includes political economy of development, 
energy, and private sector development.

PARANJOY GUHA THAKURTA

Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta is presently the designated 
Editor of the Economic and Political Weekly. He is a 
journalist, educator, documentary film maker, author and 
publisher with nearly four decades work experience. He 
is the author of a number of books, including ‘Gas Wars: 
Crony Capitalism and the Ambanis’ and the director and 
producer of the documentary film ‘Blood and Iron: A 
Story of the Convergence of Crime, Business and Politics 
in Southern India’.

PINAKI CHAKRABORTY

Dr. Pinaki Chakraborty is Professor at the National Institute 
of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi. He has 
fifteen years of experience of research in the areas of fiscal 
federalism, tax policy and resource mobilization, applied 
macroeconomics, public expenditure management, 
decentralization, and gender issues. He is an Honorary 
Research Scholar at Levy Economics Institute, New 
York. Earlier, he was a visiting faculty at the University of 
Ottawa and University of Carleton (Canada), JNU (New 
Delhi) and IGIDR (Mumbai). He completed his M.Phil. in 
Applied Economics and Ph.D. in Economics from the 
Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum, affiliated 
to the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi.

POULOMI CHAKRABARTI

Ms. Poulomi Chakrabarti is a Ph.D. candidate in Political 
Science at the Brown University, USA. Her research 
interests include political economy of development, 
identity politics, public service delivery and urbanization, 
with a regional focus on South Asia. Her dissertation 
explores the relationship between social bases of power 
and the nature of state intervention in multi-ethnic 
democracies. She employs a number of methodological 
approaches to understand how different developmental 
regimes came to be constructed in post-independent 
India. In other projects, she explores the transformation 
of identity politics in urban India and its impact of service 
delivery.



PRABHAT P. GHOSH

Dr. Prabhat P. Ghosh is currently the Director, Asian 
Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. After 
completing his graduation and masters from the Indian 
Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata, he had earned his Ph.D. 
from the Patna University. Before joining ADRI in 1995, he 
has served as the faculty member of the A N Sinha 
Institute of Social Studies, Patna and the V. V. Giri National 
Labour Institute, New Delhi. His research contributions 
include construction of an Input-Output table for Bihar 
economy, a number of large scale sample surveys on 
different dimensions of Bihar economy, and many 
research papers on regional economics. He has also 
conducted a number of evaluation studies, often using 
inter-disciplinary framework. He was once a member of 
the Governing Body of the Indian Council of Social 
Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi.

PRANAB BARDHAN

Dr. Pranab Bardhan is Professor at the Department 
of Economics, University of California at Berkeley. He 
was educated at Presidency College, Kolkata and the 
Cambridge University, UK. He had been at the faculty 
of MIT, Indian Statistical Institute and Delhi School of 
Economics, before joining at Berkeley. He has been 
Visiting Professor/Fellow at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, and London School of 
Economics. He held the Distinguished Fulbright Siena 

Chair at the University of Siena, Italy in 2008-9, and 
was the BP Centennial Professor at London School of 
Economics for 2010 and 2011. He has done theoretical 
and field studies research on rural institutions in poor 
countries, on political economy of development policies, 
and on international trade. A part of his work is in the 
interdisciplinary area of Economics, Political Science, and 
Social Anthropology.

PREET RUSTAGI

Dr. Preet Rustagi has a doctorate in Economics from 
the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi 
and is currently a Professor at the Institute for Human 
Development (IHD), New Delhi. She has been working 
on gender, labour, children and human development 
for the past fifteen years.  She has also been pursuing 
intensive district level analysis in India to examine 
gender inequalities and discrimination against women, 
and has also worked on the South Asian region. She has 
published several articles on these subjects in various 
national and international journals and books. An 
edited volume on ‘Concerns, Conflicts and Cohesions: 
Universalization of Elementary Education in India’ was 
published recently. She has been Associate Editor of the 
Indian Journal of Labour Economics (IJLE) and Indian 
Journal of Human Development.

PULIN B. NAYAK

Dr. Pulin B. Nayak completed his Master’s in Economics 
from the Delhi School of Economics in 1971 and Ph.D. 



from the University of Rochester, USA in 1975.  On 
returning to India, he joined the National Institute 
of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi and 
then the Delhi School of Economics (DSE), from where 
he retired as Professor in 2015.  During 2005-08, he 
served as the Director of the DSE. During 1982-84, he 
had visited St Antony’s College, Oxford, as the Agatha 
Harrison Memorial Fellow. His areas of interest are 
Public Economics and Economic Development.  He has 
edited a four volume set of readings entitled ‘Economic 
Development of India’. 

RAHBAR ALI

Mr. Rahbar Ali is presently working at the Centre for 
Economic Policy and Public Finance (CEPPF) at the Asian 
Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna. He has 
done his graduation and masters in Statistics from the 
Patna University and submitted his dissertation for the 
doctoral degree on ‘Ranked Set Sampling’. Apart from 
providing critical inputs for many survey-based evaluation 
studies, he has worked on the development challenges in 
the agriculture, power and social sector of Bihar. He also 
holds a Post-Graduate Diploma in Actuarial Sciences.

RAHUL GHAI

Dr. Rahul Ghai, after completing M.Phil. in Modern History 
from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi, 
joined URMUL Trust, which gave him an opportunity 
to work closely with rural communities, especially 
pastoralists, farmers and craftspeople, in western 

Rajasthan to address issues of food, fodder, water 
security, and improved quality of life. He has worked at 
the School of Rural Management (SRM) at the Indian 
Institute of Health Management Research University 
(IIHMRU), Jaipur (2012-15). Presently, he is associated 
with IIHMRU as a visiting faculty. Understanding culture 
and development from the perspective of marginal 
communities and multiple dimensions of human 
condition in emerging rural-urban continuum are his 
principal research interests.

RANJIT SINGH GHUMAN

Dr. Ranjit Singh Ghuman is Nehru SAIL Chair Professor 
at the Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial 
Development (CRRID), Chandigarh. Besides having 
more than four decades of teaching and research 
experience, he has more than 100 research papers, 12 
books and 32 research projects/reports to his credit. He 
has been Chairman of Punjab Government Committee 
on Minimum Support Price, Vice-President of the Indian 
Society of Labour Economics and member, Academic 
Council of the Central University of Gujarat. His current 
research interests are Nehruvian economic philosophy, 
corporate social responsibility, SAARC, global economic 
issues, rural development and transformation, and water 
related issues. 

RONALD ABRAHAM

Mr. Ronald Abraham is a Partner at IDinsight and the 
organisation’s Asia Director. He leads the organisation’s 



overall portfolio and future growth in the region. He is 
engaged in impact evaluations in education, nutrition 
and governance, among other sectors. Previously, he 
had worked with Pratham, where he managed a state-
wide learning programme in Punjab, and worked on the 
Annual Status of Education Report. He has graduated 
from St. Stephen’s College, Delhi and is an MPA in 
International Development (MPA/ID) from the Harvard 
Kennedy School, USA. 

RUCHI SHREE

Dr. Ruchi Shree is an Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at Janki Devi Memorial College, Delhi. She is also a 
law researcher with Environmental Law Research Society 
(ELRS) which is part of the International Environmental 
Law Research Centre (IELRC) at Geneva. She has done 
her Masters, M.Phil. and Ph.D. from the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi. Her Ph.D. thesis was titled 
‘Politics of Water as Natural Resource: Study of Two 
Movements (Plachimada and Tarun Bharat Sangh)’. 
She has published many research papers in renowned 
national and international publications. 

RUKMINI BANERJI

Dr. Rukmini Banerji joined Pratham in 1996. Since then, 
she has been a member of the leadership team of the 
organization. Until recently, she was responsible for 
Pratham’s programme and activities in several major 
states in north India, including Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

She has extensive field experience in programme 
implementation as well as in assessment, survey, 
evaluation and research in both rural and urban areas. 
She has also led the ASER initiative (Annual Status of 
Education Report) from 2005 to 2014. She took over 
as CEO of Pratham in July 2015. Initially trained as an 
economist, she did her graduation at St. Stephen’s 
College, New Delhi and masters at the Delhi School of 
Economics. A Rhodes Scholar at the Oxford University, 
she completed her Ph.D. at the University of Chicago. 

S. SUBRAMANIAN

Dr. S. Subramanian is a retired professor from the 
Madras Institute of Development Studies, and a former 
Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) 
National Fellow. He is an elected Fellow of the Human 
Development and Capabilities Association, and a 
member of the Advisory Board of the World Bank’s 
Commission on Global Poverty. He is the author of a 
number of books, including The Poverty Line. 
 

SATISH K. JAIN

Dr. Satish K. Jain was Professor at the Centre for Economic 
Studies and Planning (CESP), Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU), New Delhi. He was a member of the faculty at 
the CESP during 1978–2013 and held the Reserve Bank 
of India Chair during 2011–13. His areas of research 
interests are Social choice theory, Law and Economics.



SHABNAM SINHA

Ms. Shabnam Sinha is Senior Education and Institutional 
Development Specialist at the World Bank. She leads 
the Bank’s largest project on basic education and works 
on the secondary and teacher education in India and 
Vietnam.  She is also the State Coordinator (World Bank) 
for the state of Bihar across all sectors of the World Bank’s 
operations and analytical tasks in the state.  Prior to 
joining the World Bank, Ms. Sinha was Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of PPP Education with a large private sector 
finance, infrastructure and education company. Earlier, 
she was also Senior Programme Advisor (Education) with 
USAID, New Delhi. 

SHAIBAL GUPTA

Dr. Shaibal Gupta is the founder Member-Secretary 
of the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), 
Patna and is still shouldering that responsibility. He is 
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