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Shri Neeraj Kumar: Asian Development Research Institute is celebrating its Silver Jubilee
year during 2016-17. On behalf of the Institute, 1 welcome you to the curtain raiser event of our
Silver Jubilee celebrations. This event is a special lecture by Professor James Manor. We would
be organizing three international conferences as part of our Silver Jubilee celebrations next year.
Before we begin the program, may | invite our distinguished guests of today to kindly come on
the dais and take a seat: Honorable former Chief Minister of Bihar Shri Laloo Prasad ji,
Honorable Chair of today’s program, Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Professor James Manor,
ADRI’s Member-Secretary Dr. Shaibal Gupta ji, our Director Professor Prabhat P. Ghosh and
administrator, Dr. Sunita Lall. | think we will get enough of opportunities for pictures. Let’s
begin the session, please. | would now request Dr. Shaibal Gupta ji to kindly deliver the
Welcome Address. Thank you.

Dr. Shaibal Gupta: Shri Laloo Prasad ji, former Chief Minister and Union Minister and
architect of Mahagathbandhan victory, Mr. Bijendra Yadav ji, Sushil Kumar Modi ji, Purve ji,
Professor James Manor, Prabhat Ghosh, Sunita Lall, enlightened intelligentsia of Patna, friends
from electronic and print media, ladies and gentlemen: The Asian Development Research
Institute, as you might know, is now one of the leading social science research institutes in our
part of the country. In 1991, when the social science research in the country was trying to
negotiate a critical phase, ADRI had ventured to establish itself as an institution and shared the
responsibility of social science research. ADRI has ensured that this task remains fully geared
towards addressing the country’s development challenges with special reference to Bihar. We
have now completed 25 years of our eventful existence and have planned our Silver Jubilee
celebrations in 2016-17. Among our achievements, we may underline that we have worked
during the last 25 years on a number of social issues, not just to unravel the social dynamics in
Bihar and India but to equip the government with new, evidence-based ideas. ADRI has played
a critical role by suggesting various governance changes to achieve the desired result.
Thematically, these studies, numbering more than 150, have spanned the area of human
development, regional economics, public finance, and political economy of development,
evaluation studies and other related areas. In addition, ADRI has also conducted a large number
of large-scale surveys to provide authentic information base on important social phenomena.



While some of these studies were sponsored by external agencies, many of them were
undertaken as self-sponsored research by ADRI. It is, therefore, not surprising that two
important centers have been established at ADRI, first the Center for Economic Policy and
Public Finance, CEPPF, by the state government and second one of the International Growth
Center, sponsored by LSE and Oxford, funded by DFID of the UK government. Since 2007, the
CEPPF has been providing the state government with professional support for financial
governance, including the preparation of the Annual Economic Survey of Bihar. The IGC, on
the other hand, has a mandate to support the state government through its extensive program of
demand-based research. Earlier, too, impressed by ADRI’s research output, the National
Literacy Mission had established two centers at the Institute: the State Resource Center for Adult
Education in 1995 and Jan Shikshan Sansthan in 2000. Later on, the NLM has entrusted the
responsibility of establishing SRC for Jharkhand and Ranchi in 2004. In view of this tangible
and sustained academic performance, it was again not surprising ... the Council of Social Science
Research formally recognized our achievement and listed ADRI as one of its recognized
institutes. Our Silver Jubilee celebrations are planned to have a number of events which are
going to strengthen the governance agenda. The core of this celebration will be three Silver
Jubilee conferences where ideas and experience will be exchanged to advocate a good
governance system. The first of this is the conference on Development: experience and theories
which is planned to be a summative exercise on the trajectory of development in developing
countries across the world and how it has informed the theorizing efforts of the scholars. The
second conference is planned to focus on social statistics in India, an area of concern for both
scholars and administrators who are in need of more authentic data on various social issues. This
conference is in honor of Dr P P Ghosh, who is sitting on the dais. Lastly, the third conference,
in the memory of late Arvind Narain Das, is centered on Bihar and Jharkhand: shared history to
shared vision which would deliberate on the complex realities of the two states encompassing
their ... and polity on one hand and aspiration and challenges on the other. We intend to
assemble the best minds on these issues from across the world to extend our present frontier of
knowledge. For the parallel Silver Jubilee lectures, we are inviting outstanding social scientists
of international fame to speak on the subject of their choice. Today, we are raising the curtain on
year-long celebration with a lecture by Professor James Manor. Professor Manor needs no
introduction for an audience like this. He is among just a few luminaries who have studied India
for about four decades. Currently, he is associated with the Institute of Commonwealth Studies,
University of London. | am thankful to him for sparing some time for today’s Lecture. | would
also like to mention here that another luminary is presiding over today’s session and he is
Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta. Professor Mehta is currently heading the Center for Policy
Research, New Delhi. Both are personally known to me for many years. Professor Manor was
responsible for my Sussex fellowship way back in late 90s. The concept of Cockney elite, apart
from traditional and vernacular elite, in the Indian context was indeed developed under his
tutelage. Both Professor Manor and Professor Mehta have been big academic patrons for us. |
am personally grateful to both of them. We are extremely happy that Shri Laloo Prasad ji, our



former Chief Minister and Union Minister, is with us on this momentous occasion of our history.
When we started ADRI in 1991, he was the Chief Minister of the state. During his entire tenure,
he had given us patronage and support to the maximum. He is one of the few people in the
country who have upheld the torch of secularism and social inclusion without faltering. Who can
give us a better autobiographical insight of Bihar’s struggle to govern than Shri Laloo Prasad ji!
The future is much more imponderable, the two different electoral mandates, nationally and
provincially, but I am looking forward to his reassertion on this front. What can be better for us
for a discourse on governance ... foremost theorists of governance and an outstanding
practitioner who had actually governed the most difficult state of the country sharing the dais
today? | am sure today’s discussion will be one of the best in the annals of academic discourse
of Patna. With these words, | welcome you all once again to this curtain raiser lecture by
Professor James Manor on India’s states: The struggle to govern. We are eagerly waiting for this
lecture. Thank you.

Shri Neeraj Kumar: | would now request our colleague, Shri Suraj Shankar, to present a
bouquet to Honorable former Chief Minister Shri Laloo Prasad ji. I will also request our
colleague Dr. Amit Bakshi ji to present a bouquet to Honorable Chair of today’s program
Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta. | will also request our colleague Dr. Barna Ganguli ji to present
a bouquet to Professor James Manor. Thank you, Dr Bakshi, Dr Ganguli and Shri Suraj Shankar.
May | now request Dr. Sunita Lall ji to kindly introduce our guests to the audience?

Dr. Sunita Lall: Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta, President of the gathering, Professor James
Manor, our distinguished speaker, Ghosh da, Shaibal da, ladies and gentlemen: Introducing three
luminaries in one meeting is a formidable task. All of them have distinguished themselves in
setting an agenda in their respective fields. However, it is my proud privilege to do so. Shri
Laloo Prasad ji had set the social justice and secular agenda of Bihar and ensured the process of
democratization in this part of the world. It was not a mean achievement to give voice to the
people of Bihar, basically a feudal state. In any case, introducing Laloo Prasad ji to the Patna
audience is tantamount to exporting coal to New Castle. He came from a subaltern family of
Gopalganj and joined Patna University. After his election as the President of the Student Union,
he never looked back. From being a member of the legislative assembly to a Member of
Parliament to Chief Minister of Bihar to a Union Minister of the central government, he created a
distinguished space for himself. Very recently, he played a decisive role in the victory of the
Mahagathbandhan in the state elections. His principle contribution to the country is setting the
agenda of the social justice and secularism without which it is impossible to visualize an India of
peace and prosperity. Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta and Professor James Manor again need no
introduction to the world of academics. Both at Harvard University, incidentally after Professor
Manor had taught Indian politics at Harvard University for years, this prestigious academic
responsibility was taken over by Professor Mehta. Even otherwise, both these scholars have
collaborated on many joint academic agenda. Professor Mehta, President and Chief Executive
Officer at the Center for Policy Research in New Delhi, is a political scientist who has also



taught at the Jawaharlal Nehru University and the New York University School of Law. His
areas of research include political theory, constitutional law, society and politics in India,
governance and political economy and international affairs. Dr. Mehta has served on many
central government committees including India’s National Security Advisory Board, the Prime
Minister’s National Knowledge Commission and the Supreme Court-appointed Committee on
elections in Indian Universities. He is a prolific writer. He is an editorial consultant to the
“Indian Express” and his columns have appeared in dailies including “The Financial Times”,
“The Telegraph”, “The International Herald Tribune”, and “The Hindu”. He is also on the
editorial Boards of many academic journals, including “The American Political Science
Review”, “The Journal of Democracy”, and “India and Global Affairs”. Dr. Mehta had
graduated in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics from the envious Oxford University and
obtained his PhD in politics from the equally envious Princeton University. He received the
2010 Malcolm S. Adisheshiah Award and the 2011 Infosys Prize for Social Science and
Political Science. He is one of the few academics of the country who is not only setting the
academic agenda but also greatly influencing the political agenda in the country. Professor
James Manor is the Emeka Anyaoku Professor Emeritus of Commonwealth Studies in the
School of Advanced Studies, University of London. He has previously taught at Yale, Harvard
and Leicester Universities, at the Institute of Development Studies in Sussex, and at the Institute
for Social and Economic Change, Bengaluru. His most recent books, both from Orient Black
Swan are “Politics and State-Society Relations in India: Collected Writings” and with Rob
Jenkins, “Politics and the Right to Work: The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act”. Professor Manor has worked as a Consultant for the Ford Foundation, the
World Bank, the Swedish International Development Agency, the United Nations Capital
Development Fund, the UNDP, the Netherlands Ministry of Education, SNV, GTZ, the
Norwegian Aid Agency, the DFID of UK, the World Economic Forum, and the OECD.
Professor Manor has acted as an Advisor to the governments of Bangladesh, Columbia, and
Zambia, and to the Prime Minister’s Office in India, the Commonwealth Secretariat, The British
Council and The British Foreign and Commonwealth Office. He has been a member of the
Board of Trustees of the International Records Management Trust and the Institute of
Commonwealth and of Latin American Studies, University of London. He sits on the Editorial
Boards of four journals in Britain, the US and India. Since 1994, Professor Manor has been a
Senior Associate of Cambridge Energy Research Associates in Boston, specializing in
governance and the energy sector in South Asia, and in mid-1990s he worked with the Secretary-
General of Amnesty International to establish a joint Al/University of London Master of Arts.
Now, you will be treated with the first ADRI Silver Jubilee Curtain Raiser Lecture by Professor
James Manor. Welcome.

Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta: Honorable Shri Laloo Prasad ji, Shaibal Gupta ji, James
Manor, Sushil Modi ji, distinguished citizens of Patna: E&> ;gk [IM gku e FikMk Mj Bk yx jgk
gA fcgkj e dkb Hb ppk gkrh g vikj fcgky d fo'k; e dkb Hh ppk gkrh g rk mle €k xgjkb



gkrh g vkj Lokn gkrk g] ok fnYyh okyk dk wvklkuh 1 Be> ugh vkrk gA bruk T;knk xgjkb
gkrh g vkj bruk cf<;k Lokn gkrk gA e> cgr [k'fh g fd bl ekd ij tc ge vieh dh flYoj
teyh euku € jg g] bru ofj"B urk] ykytl] D'y eknith] cgr Bk e=hx.k ;gk mifLFkr g
D;kid viu&vki e ;g ,d cMk elt Herk g vk ok €k EIn' Herk g ok ;9 g fd vit d
fgnLrku e tgk 1j "Wk ILRk, g] ,d rjg 1 dg nift, fd detkj volLFk e g] tgk 1j fo'o-
cMk xgjk BdV Bk Nk;k gvk gA fdIh Ho jkeubfrd akvh dk sk 1kfV;k dk ;g Bdr nuk fd ok
fokuk B] fi{kk d {k= okyk I okrkyki d fy, bruk le; fudky iku dk r;k gA ;g viu
vkl e ,d cgr cMk In"k g vij bld fy, ge vki lcd cgr vitkjh gA ;9 ,d wvkj Hb cMk
In" nrk g vieh €hh BLFkvk d fy, vkj e ;g dg Bdrk g] e Ho fnYyh e ,d DILFk pyk
jok g fd fginLriu e dkbo Hb "Wk BLFku pykuk vklku dke ugh g vkj fel rjg 1 ‘icky
xirken ,d rjg 1 dfg, vdy] db;k dk Ig;kx Ha feyk gkxk] 1Vuk e bl rjg dn FLFK
pykb g] ok cgr T;knk Bjkguh; oA Hkjr e €k vix pytt vk, x] fel rjg di lel;k;

x| mu Bel;kvk d fy, wvieh €hh DLFkvk dk gkuk cgr t'jh gA tk lkelftd i1pnxh g
gekj lekt dn € jkeubfr 1fjfLFfr;k g] th vifFkd dfBukbsk g] ve bl tfVyrk 1 igp xb
g fd vxj bl rjg dh "Wk BLFkvk dk Lok;Ukrk wikj |kRIkgu ugh fnsk x;k rk Bkgrh; 1€r=
d tkfo"; 1j Hh 1'u fplg yx Idrk g vij ,d rjg I vieh €I DLFkvk dk e rk dgxk
,dMfed d rkj 1j "W/ cgr cf<;k g] dke cgr cf<;k g yfdu ,d 1tkr= d utfj, I nf[,
ri, Ih "Wk BLRkvk dk gkuk cgr&egr T;knk €:-jh g vkj vxj ge bl 1tkr=e ; vc
ekufldr ydj d py 11 vk jktutfrd dk okrkyki gkrk jork g] cy wvkj jktubfr dk
okrkyki gkrk jgrk g MfUVV vikj Jktutfr dk okrkyki gkrk jgrk g yfdu fopkj/kkjk vkj
ikfy Ih dk €k okrkyki gixk] mBdk fdl rjg 1 In< cuk;k &k, vkj mle wvieh €hh BLEkwvk
dk dl iiRlkgu fn;k k, rk e le>rk g gelj itkr=d fy,] gekj f"k.k ILFkvk d fy, ;
cgr cMh ckr gkxh vkj e vki Bc dk cgré&egr /l;okn nuk pkgrk g fd vkiu ;gk vkdj bruk
cMk In"k fnsk g vij vinh dk 1RTkgu fn;k g vk ;oh vk'lk djr g fd okrkyki gekj 1tkr=
dk In< cuk,xiA e T;knk Be; ugh yxkA gkxk rk ckn e dN dgxkA “kcky€h u 1fIMV cuk

-k g] gekj Mo/lku e 1fIMV dk cgr de ckyuk pkig, blfy, vib oy €LV blokbV 1kQlj
tEI eujA gh gt vkyjMr chu bUVkM;LMA gh gt chu LVEIMx bfM;k Qkj 45 b; BA gh LitDI
diuM Ty ;VynA gh M@kl ghelYQ ,€ ,u viiMujh fIfVEU viQ dukvd cV vib du |
fnl & vib dukv Fid wvkQ ,uh bfiM;u ,dMfed g ukt ,t eun bfiM;u LWI ,t oy ,t
1Q1j euj MtA 11QIj eujA

Professor James Manor: | want to thank ADRI for inviting me to lift the curtain on its Silver
Jubilee celebrations. This is a great honor and | am grateful for the invitation. | visited ADRI
when it was beginning, long ago, and | am very happy to see that it has gone from strength to
strength. People across India and overseas now know how very important ADRI is and they
come here whenever they possibly can. 1 should apologize for not speaking Hindi. | do not
speak Hindi. | speak Kannada but that is no help. That would be worse than English but |

5



should say that in 45 years of studying in Karnataka, | have never seen a meeting like this which
has been attended by very distinguished figures from both sides of the political spectrum: Laloo
Prasad ji, Sushil Modi ji and numerous others including the current Finance Minister. This is a
great tribute to the, it is an indication of the seriousness ... Bihar about these things and also it is
a great tribute to ADRI. | will talk about state governments and Chief Ministers but I will say
almost nothing about Bihar, almost. | think there is one comment. This is a talk about other
states and their governments. Now, there are 101 things to say about state governments in India
and | will talk about only a few things but I think they are important. A fundamental change in
the Indian political system happened between 1989 and 2014 when no party could form a
majority in the Lok Sabha. There was a very big redistribution of power at the national level
away from the Prime Minister’s Office, which had been dominant under Indira and Rajiv Gandhi
during the period before 1989. Power flowed to other institutions after 1989, other institutions at
the national level, but also to parties and to governments at the state level. Two other important
changes in the last twenty years have also occurred. First of all, power within many but not all
state governments in India, power has been greatly centralized. Now, this is the opposite of the
trend which we saw between ‘89 and 2014 at the national level. At the national level, we saw
the decentralization of power. At the state level in many states, we have seen the centralization
of power. As a result also of these changes, of these differences, we see that variations and
differences between state governments in different parts of the country have grown greater.
States are less like each other today than they were 20 years ago and as a result of this, the Indian
state, as ordinary people experience it, takes different shapes across India ... The power will
come back, one minute... | will talk here about the thinking and the actions of top politicians,
mainly Chief Ministers. They have too little attention in the work of social scientists, many
social scientists and this is a mistake because Chief Ministers and their senior colleagues usually
make the most important decisions about how the states will be governed. 1 think that’s obvious.
When social scientists ignore Chief Ministers and their close colleagues, what they give us is
Hamlet without the Prince and that’s a serious matter because it leaves us without a full
understanding. Some social scientists, mainly the economists, claim that top politicians are
locked into something called path dependency. They mean that top politicians must stick to the
paths set by previous governments and they cannot innovate. This is also a mistake. Many Chief
Ministers in India have innovated a lot. M.G. Ramachandran in Tamil Nadu, Rama Krishna
Hegde in Karnataka, Mr. Shekhawat in Rajasthan, Jyoti Basu, Digvijay Singh, Raj Shekhar
Reddy and of course, Laloo Prasad and Nitish Kumar. Notice that the people in this list come
from many different parties. This is a general trend. It is a trend that cuts across party lines. Let
us start with the redistribution of power between 1989 and 2014 at the national level away from
the Prime Minister’s Office. That’s a period of 25 years. Now, you know that since 2014, since
the Parliamentary election, we have a party with a majority in the Lok Sabha and we have a
Prime Minister who is energetic and centralized but in those 25 years, between 89 and 2014,
many things changed. It is a long time and those changes will not quickly go away. Before
1989, Indira and Rajiv Gandhi, often abused their powers, and they weakened nearly all



important institutions in the political system. Government institutions were weakened and
strangely, Mrs. Gandhi even weakened the institution which was her own party organization
because she saw it as a threat ... She did these ... when this tendency continued under Rajiv
Gandhi. But after 1989, many of those institutions which were damaged by the centralizing
Gandbhis, but not the Congress Party, many of these institutions regained power and as a result,
they were partly rebuilt. | am thinking of Parliament, its Committees, the Courts, the Election
Commission, and many other institutions at the national level but also the federal system and
state governments in India. All were rebuilt and re-empowered between 89 and 2014. Now,
those institutions stopped Prime Ministers in that period from abusing their power so that
between *89 and 2014, | can think of only one time or maybe two when an Indian Prime Minister
abused his power which was much less than before 1989. By the way, it is much less than
Britain experienced, much less abuse of power than Britain experienced under either Margaret
Thatcher or Tony Blair. They abused powers much more than Indian Prime Ministers did in that
period. | once told a Parliamentary Committee in the House of Commons this. They didn’t like
it but it’s true. In many, though not all, states, however, as power was decentralized at the
national level, it was centralized within the state governments. In mid-2014, | calculated that
about 60% of Indians lived in states where the Chief Minister either completely dominated the
government or nearly dominated the political system. The percentages in that calculation change
over time as governments change and as Chief Ministers change but the centralization theme is
constant throughout. Before | talk about how power gets decentralized in many state
governments, let’s look at one other important change since 2003 in India. This is the great
increase in state and central government revenues since 2003. Before 2003, even as economic
growth increased, revenues did not rise much. So, many state governments faced crippling
financial problems. Most Chief Ministers found that these problems forced them to lose
elections, not to be reelected. In interviews that | have had, several interviews, former Chief
Ministers of Indian states who held power before 2003 speak sadly about how much more they
could have achieved if they had more money, if they had the kind of money that their successors
have. | can remember Digvijay Singh saying to me, “If only | had the money that Shivraj Singh
Chauhan has, | could have done much more,” and Shivraj Singh Chauhan has more money
because beginning in 2003, revenues shot up strongly and this trend continues even in years
when economic growth slips down and it continues to the present day. So, that means that Chief
Ministers of state governments today have many times more money to spend than they did in
2002. Now, this has greatly helped these Chief Ministers to remain popular and it has helped
their parties to win reelections. Between 1980 and December 2008, state governments were
thrown out by voters at about 70% of the time. That’s a huge number of rejections for state
governments between 80 and 2008. Now, if we take West Bengal out of that calculation
because the government kept getting reelected in West Bengal, the number of governments
thrown out by voters gets close to 90%. Internationally, these are extremely high rejection rates
for governments and this terrified Chief Ministers but since 2008, December, state governments
have tended to be reelected much more often than before, thanks partly to the increased



revenues. Now, let’s talk a little bit about how power in many states is centralized. How does it
happen? Two sets of actions or devices are used by centralizing Chief Ministers. Not all Chief
Ministers are centralizing but those who are centralizing tend to use two sets of different actions.
One set of actions is legitimate and legal and the other set of actions is illegal. Let’s talk about
the legal, legitimate devices first. Because of greater revenues, Chief Ministers can create new
programs and increase spending on existing programs to cultivate popularity. The three sets of
legitimate devices, legitimate ways of spending money and creating programs are available to
Chief Ministers. First of all, some of them turn to populism, by which I mean subsidies on goods
and services and also, giveaways. Chief Ministers who centralize power usually associate
themselves personally with these schemes. An example of a subsidy is Shivraj Singh Chauhan’s
Special Fund in Madhya Pradesh to provide grain at reduced prices. When giveaways are made,
centralizing Chief Ministers often personally give away goodies meant for beneficiaries with
cameras present, like this. As for example, when Mr. Karunanidhi in Tamil Nadu gave away
many, many color television sets to people in front of cameras and the television. Chandrababu
Naidu would send personal letters to all voters to tell them of the subsidies and the giveaways
that he was providing as the first kind of, the first way they can spend their extra money. The
second way is to distribute patronage. Funds go to patrons in the ruling party. The patrons pass
those funds along to clients to get their loyalty. The clients often have their own clients below
them and they give, pass the money down and the party is supposed to get loyalty from much of
different people as a result of patronage distribution. Patronage is only partly passed out to get
votes. It has another use. Patronage distribution may also be used to bring order to party
organizations which are often very weak and disorderly. What happens is the patronage is
handed out by party leaders to the next rank in the party that is supposed to bring them under
control, get them to behave themselves and their further distribution of patronage is supposed to
have the same effect on people below them. In recent years, however, many Chief Ministers
have become increasingly unhappy with patronage distribution because it is not really politically
effective. It is not enough to distribute patronage in order to win elections. Something else is
needed. These leaders see that most Chief Ministers lost the elections between 1980 and 2008
when they depended upon patronage. This happened partly because their party organizations
were so undisciplined that they could not distribute patronage effectively. Subordinates in their
party just stole the money, put it in their pockets and that was the end of it, and patronage also
sometimes goes to the wrong people so that the targeted groups don’t receive enough to maintain
their loyalty and patronage. Above all, patronage cannot keep peace with the rising demands
from people in society. As a result of all these problems with patronage distribution, many Chief
Ministers have increasingly used a third strategy when they spend their money. They have
increasingly, right across India, used programmatic efforts, new government programs to deliver
goods and services and to promote development, programs which are not vulnerable. They are
protected from patronage waffles. These programs mainly work through the bureaucracy. They
mainly use the bureaucracy in order to make these programs go. That is a better choice, they
think, than weak and disorderly party organizations. Centralizing Chief Ministers dominate the



bureaucracy and the management of these programs and they deny MLAs power over these
programs just as they deny MLASs powers over transfers, which are often used to be profitable
for MLAs. So, power is centralized in the system in this way. Many new programs have come
up in India, right across India, in recent times. New insurance and pension schemes,
scholarships, ambulances, health care programs, new schools, road improvements, water
harvesting, irrigation schemes, agriculture extension schemes, etc. All of these things, of course,
have some developmental impact. This is a major trend in India and it has had a hugely positive
effect on development and social justice. Centralizing Chief Ministers identify themselves
personally with these schemes as I said before. Now, to succeed in making these schemes work,
in making these programs work, a Chief Minister has to be intelligent and he has to be or she has
to be a skilled administrator and a skilled political operator. Not all Chief Ministers are
intelligent or skilled. Some are too autocratic so that they destroy their governments, to give you
two examples. Ajit Jogi in Chhattisgarh, and Vasundhara Raje in her first term as the Chief
Minister of Rajasthan, both over-centralized unwisely and wrecked their governments. They
were thrown out at the first opportunity. Some other Chief Ministers, like Mr. Yeddyurappa in
Karnataka, are too stupid to make these projects work but, more often, most of the time,
centralizing Chief Ministers and other Chief Ministers have been more skillful and more able to
make these programs work and so, they tend strongly to win elections. Centralizing Chief
Ministers make use of all these legal devices that | have been talking about. They also make use
of certain illegal devices and we have to talk about that too. Economic growth and high prices
for land and raw materials and minerals have created opportunities in many Indian states for
industrialists to make huge profits, not least in mining, but India’s economic liberalization has
been cautious and limited, limited by international standards. India’s economic system is far
short of being neo-liberal. Whatever you may read in the papers and in academic studies, this
system is not neo-liberal. It has many things in it which neo-liberals hate. One of the things that
neo-liberals, I am not a neo-liberal by the way; | am just telling you what they think, neo-liberals
hate it when politicians keep a lot of discretionary power to give permission to, for example,
industrialists, to do things, to do any projects and Chief Ministers, centralizing Chief Ministers,
not all but some have taken advantage of this and extracted massive illicit, illegal contributions
from industrialists in exchange for licenses and permissions. One Chief Minister, for example, a
well-known Chief Minister demanded and received bribes from industrialists of more than one
million dollars on more than 100 occasions each time. That’s serious money and he is no
exception. llicit contributions like this usually go directly to the Chief Minister so they have
much more money than other politicians in their parties and in their states and they are able to
use this money to gather power into their own hands. The main targets for the illicit money are
not voters. Voters cannot be bought. The main targets are other politicians. Some subordinates
in the ruling party may need to be supported. Other members of the ruling party may be
undisciplined and have to be denied money by the Chief Minister. Politicians in rival parties can
sometimes be induced into restraining themselves with a little money and money can also be
used to undermine rivals in other parties and their networks and support. | will say a little more



about this in a moment. Some, but certainly not all centralizing Chief Ministers, also develop
links to organized crime, partly to raise more money and partly to get some muscle power. Some
Chief Ministers even help the criminal underworld to reach into booming urban centers. For
example, South India in the early 1980s, in South India, there was only one city which had a
serious organized crime problem. It was not Chennai, Hyderabad or Bangalore. It was
Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh. Today, all four of those cities and all other cities in South India
are afflicted by organized crime, partly because criminals have sometimes been helped by
politicians. That’s truer in one state than in the other three. It is truer of Andhra Pradesh than
the other three South Indian states. Other devices, apart from the illegal ones, other devices are
also used in the struggle to govern by Chief Ministers. You know about some of these but | will
simply discuss three. First: Chief Ministers sometimes use co-optation, intimidation and
coercion. Centralizing Chief Ministers may use favors and inducements to co-opt important
actors and groups. They may use intimidation and threats to get people to do things or not to do
things and some Chief Ministers use coercion, physical force, to intimidate adversaries.
Centralizing Chief Ministers are also sometimes hostile to and try to dominate what we call
alternative power centers. Chief Ministers often try to, are hostile to and try to dominate the
media or civil society but also, they have the same approach to formal institutions of state which
are alternatives to executive power. They often put pressure on the state assembly and try to
dominate it, the Courts, the Police and the Intelligence Bureau, Lok Ayuktas and regulatory
agencies and state corporations and Governors and bureaucracies and Panchayati Raj institutions
and so on. I should say, by the way, that there is a perfectly legitimate way, perfectly legal way
of inducing legislators from opposition parties to behave themselves if you are a Chief Minister
but I will come to that in a moment. The second thing | would like to mention is the business of
dividing and uniting at the same time. It is a very delicate, tricky game. Chief Ministers seek to
unite as many social groups behind them as possible and to divide those groups who are against
them. ldentity politics come into play and here, | think, I can make my one comment on Bihar.
Biharis know all about dividing and uniting in this way because it is a major trend in Bihar’s
recent political history. So, | will not explain this. The rest of my comments are, as with my
previous comments, are not about Bihar. | am not giving you a, some kind of a disguised
message about Bihar in this discussion. Finally, let me talk of... make a few comments on how
centralizing Chief Ministers use their massive power and especially their massive money which
they have. Voters cannot be bought. So, Chief Ministers use their money to do other things.
First, they help candidates from their parties to run lavish election campaigns. You know all
about this from the recent one. In one recent state election, not Bihar, in one recent state
election, a man who had little political experience, he was a retired school Principal, was put by
the Chief Minister, was put in charge of handling campaign money for the ruling party in one
section of the state, one-third of this state and when the money arrived, the school Principal was
astonished and shocked to see how much money, vast amounts of money he had to give out and
in reaction, he was so shocked he had a heart attack and had to be taken to hospital. To buy off,
another thing money is used for is to buy off key leaders in rival parties as elections approach.
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For example, before the 2008 state election in Karnataka, Mr. Yeddyurappa used money,
massive money from mining interests in the state to make huge payments to key Congress Party
leaders in 20 different districts. That’s almost all the districts of the state. What he did was to
use the money to cripple the Congress’s organization. So, the Congress leaders sat at home
during the campaign and Mr. Yeddyurappa won that election. Another thing that can be done is
to induce legislators and activists from opposition parties to behave in a nice way toward the
ruling party inside and outside the state assembly. There are perfectly legal ways to do this, by
the way, and the most skilled man at this game was Mr. Shekhawat, Chief Minister of Rajasthan.
What Shekhawat, soon after he was elected Chief Minister, called in one by one each MLA from
the Congress Party, the opposition party and he said to each one, “Please give me a list of the 10
things that your constituency needs in order of preference from the most important to the least
important.” So the Congress MLAs will write down 10 things their constituency needs and
handed the list to the Chief Minister, the BJP Chief Minister. He then said, he looked at the list,
he said, “OK, I can do the first three things or the first four things in the list. | can do that very
simply. No problem. The other six things in your list, well, I might be able to help you but that
will depend on how you behave in the state assembly and whether you cause me trouble
outside.” There is nothing illegal about this and it worked quite well. He had a very peaceful
time in that term of office. Money and power can also be used to induce legislators from
opposition parties to defect, to resign their seats and seek reelection on the ruling party’s ticket.
This is what Mr. Yeddyurappa did in Karnataka in order to get himself a majority after one close
election. Money can also be used to induce candidates from small parties or from key caste
groups to conduct energetic election campaigns in constituencies where they will take votes
away from the ruling party’s candidates. You know about this, I think, but the details are sort of
interesting. Sometimes, in some states, rebel candidates are simply given a bit of money to pay
for their election expenses with a little bit extra on top but in one state, this practice was
developed into a fine art. Rebel candidates of this kind were told that if they gained a certain
number of votes, they would receive a further payment, an extra payment after the election as a
reward on top of the first payment. In that state, a party adopted what was called a “One plus
Two approach”. Some of you may have heard of this. The “One plus Two” approach is where
the party, the ruling party would pay a rebel candidate a certain amount of money if the
opposition candidate in that constituency was defeated. Then the rebel candidate would be given
twice as much money, “one plus two”, as a reward. Now, the other party fighting that election
heard about this and they thought about trying to use a “one plus three” model to counteract this
business to keep the rebel candidates at home. But then they decided, “No, we won’t do “one”.
We won’t do this and they lost the election. Let me please stress and please do not
misunderstand my comments here. | firmly believe that India is a strong and a very genuine
democracy. It has many virtues, great virtues and it is a privilege to study it. It has, for example,
a federal system in which state governments have done many more constructive things for
development and for social justice than any other federal system in the world, except maybe
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Brazil. This is a remarkable achievement but to understand India’s democracy and all of its good
features, we also need to pay attention to some of these complications. Thank you.

Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta: Thank you, Professor Manor, for those wonderful reflections
on the inner workings of Indian democracy. | think it is a great privilege for us and this is such a
unique intellectual occasion. As Shaibal ji was saying that after a political scientist talks about
the workings of Indian democracy, we have one of the great practitioners of Indian politics and
one of its great leaders, Shri Laloo Prasad Yadav, who will, in a sense, reflect on lessons for

governance from his own experiences. € ykyth dk vief=r dj rk gA

Shri Laloo Prasad: Jh Hku egrkeh] ifIMV] €E1 euj €] tHkr 2% Bkgc] Buhrk ykytf]
fcgkj Bjokj e ekuut; folk e=h viny ckjh finnidh & viny xQj Mkgc] ekuut; e=h vij
fefulVj Jh fctle ;knoth ekuuh; Jh By dekj eknith] ekuun; e=h vfurk nonth] BHh
ekuun; fo/kk;dx.k vk foi{k d BHd foHux.k nfosk vkj BTEuk & vinh flYoj tcyh IfycV
dju geykx vk, g vkj ble Hku irki Rkgc] €El euj NMkgc vk, g ftudk dkQh vulio g
jkeunfr 1] nfusk dk fjlp d eley e] I>ko d ekey eA rk €E1 euj lkgc] egrkeh dk e
VIU JiT; e Lokxr djrk g] oyde djrk g vknh ILFkk 1 ejk yxko tc e[;e=h e Fik ml
le; 1 gA vinh u foxr fnuk e [k djd 'Kk d {k= e] v{kj Kkku d ekey e tkxfr ink
dh vk JkT; Bjdkj dh €k gekj dyDVI gj feyk e Fk muykxk u Hh ;kxnku fd;k vinh dk
vkj Bkjrk d feuk i<&fy[k] fcuk Kku d blku dk vkj fdlh Hh Bekt dk vk JkT; dk] n'k
dk 1nk gku oky vinh Ijkguh' die dj jok gA bud D& DKFk n'k Hj e u thu fdru fjlp
g, VkJ gekj &k Iykuj F vktinh feyu d ckn bu reke fo}kuk u €k lykfux fd;k FkA n"k d
fy,] BEL.k n'k Hj d fy,] xko I ydj d “gjk rd d fy,] ,1 volj ij geykx dk FikMk
fMLd"ku djuk pkfg,A fopkj djuk pkfg,A vkj fjlp djuk pkfg,A fEruk Hh lykfux vkj vknh
dk e vixg d:-xk fd FMk bIdk Hh €huu dk dkf*k*k dfj, fd vitknh d ckn xjhck dk n*k d
ukxfydk dk fdruk 10k geu n'% d xjick d [kekuk B oyxkk vk [kpk fd;k vk midk
vimViV D;k gvik] fJ€YV D;k vk;kA fdruk ge [kp fd,] du midh ;ktuk, geu pykb fd
vkt n'k e cgr Bk bykdk e ,DLVifeTe] uDlyir Qyko gvk vkj u tku gekj v) Ifud cy
vkj yikxk dk ud Bku] ukxfjdk dk udlku fdruk gvi] bl -V e ge vxj ugh tkr g rk fQj
vix feruk to fjlp dfy,] € dN Hh dfj, vinh d vyko cgr b yix fjlp fd, gixA
1jdij u bldk viuk;k ugh viuk;k dib ,d Bjdkj viuk;k rk nBjk Bjdky viGk rk midk
Qd fnk ;k D;k fd;HkA rk vkt n"k By e geykx fpfrr jgr g vkj ;kn gkxk fd foxr fnuk e
ublfyTe dk [Re dju d fy, fefyVh dk Bgkjk yu dh ckr vib R fEldk tcjnlr ge ykxk
u fojkk fd;k FA Buk dk bLreky uDIyir dk [lRe dju e wvki yxkvkx rk ;0 n' e wvke
ukxfyd Bkj ykx bl jiT; d elj €t Vif[k) -V dk Te>u dn dif'k*k dfj, fd D;k ;g
uDlykoV gviA D;k mId 1N ykx tk Jg 0A ;g Hh ckr vib fd mud wvifFkd B/kj] mud
cPpk dh fk{k&ni{k] jkEr&JkeExkj ; €k n'k e 1hiy euh tk [kpk gvk vk [kpk gkrk g ; pn

12



gkfkk e dn gkdj jg x;k vk &k 80 ifr'kr n'k dh turk g] cdoM Dyklt g] nfyr g]
ekoukfyVh g budk eVBk H e'LIj ugh gvk gA bl jkT; dh geykx ppk dj jg g fel jiT; d
geykx oklh gA ;ukoVM jkT;] ;ukbVM >kj[kM Ij fcgky dk e> DKk vkl euMV feyk eu
th vl Sk fudy x;k mAj] geykx jg x, ;o mBdk ;ukoVM fcgkj] ajkuk fcgky dk
e[;e=h cuu dk gedk fcgkj dh turk u euMV fn;k vkj ge bl rg e x, , 1k ugh fd dkb
e[;e=h dk'k*k ugh djriA geu n[k fd €k xxk jhoj] u‘kuy jhoj g gekj] xxk gekjh ge
fcgky e g] fcgky dk vxj ge Be>] ckV feghj dk rk xxk fMokoM djrh g fcgkj di| xxk| u'kuy
jhoj feldk ekuuh; 10 1/kue=h euekgu fhgth u dgk Fk fd Jk'vh; jhoj d -lk e ge Lohdlj
djr g vij mI1 € {ifr gixh mBdh Hjiko din di 1jdkj dehA ge IHa fo}kuk d lkeu ;g
loky dk j[kr g fd ge viuh cf) 1 fcgkj dk nk [kMk e] riu [kM ekvk&ekvh ckVrA xxk d
ukFk dk bykdk] xkikyxt 1 ydj d fd'kuxt rd dk ftldk ge ckyr g fd xiMu wkQ fcgkj
vkj tgk Mufivh v kQ iy cgr Bid gA tefu de g VK gekjk cLV QViby yM g ogkA
ge fcghj d ykx] n'k d ykx ge gk e[; g df'f| df'k gh gekjh eu bdkukeh g vkj ukFk fcgkj 1j
geykx fopkj R;kx djr FA wvki foputu Ha bldk n[kx] Ie>xA rk mlkj fogkj dh &k cLV
yM g] uiky 1 ufn;k fudydj d db ,d :lk e dk'i] v/kokjk] xMd] ckxerh fcYdy Bk d
Qu d rjg vidj gekj buVk;j Leky bUYkLVDpj dk éoLr djrh gA dizk fd;k g 2 Tky 1 ugh
vk jok g yfdu ;g Beklr ughA uiky 1 ufn;k- nfusk tkj e ppk gkrk FikA fcgky e rk ci<
Viuk g yfdu ;g ck< pyk x;K fQygky jkELFku e pyk X;kA —dk- reke fegkjh ykx rekpk
[Kr jg] FHIM [kr jg vkj gekj reke bjklu vkQ foytt xxk d fdukj] ufn;k d fdukj xko
dk dVko] gekjh tehuk dk dVko gkrk gA ;g geykxk u ckr fd;k Be>k gedk volj feyk rk
vkj 1gy gekj urk tuuk;d dijh Bidjth u Hh feul geykxk u Ih[k Fk fd uiky 1] Hkjr
Ljdij uiky 1 cir djkA uiky 1 cir djd ufn;k dk gkm V puykbt n jhoj ,d jxyV dl
ge ufn;k dk dj vkj ogk Me Hih cu uiky eA rk uiky dh Hh vkenuh c<xh fctyh d {i= €]
gkoMy vkj fQJ ufn;k jxyjkbt gkdj d fQ) eu xxk e feyrh gA ok Ic pyk tkrk g ikuh
cgdj dA ; Hi gel xyrh gb g QjDdk e ck/k cuokdj dA cgr cMk tk ridk g eNvkjk diA
;g feYdy gekjh ufn;k [kkyn gk xb D;kd eNfy;k dk ;g djbVj g fd ck< d le; e djW
d foijir og chfMx djrh g— fQJ eNyh Ic Hj tkrk FA rk [kl djd ;g eNvijk ridk vkt
ok H[kejh d dxkj 1j g vkj vk in"k T Vd 1 eNyh ugh vko rk "fk;n ;gk eNyh Hh feyuk
nLlj gA geu bldk n[kA geu le;&le; 1j dgk fd Hkb] ;g9 xyr g QjDdk okykA gekjh
din dh 1jdkj pkg tk Hh jg] fd I dk uke yuk Bhd ugh gA Bid ugh gA ge bldk elur gA
vc py vib, ;g g eé; fcgkjA ckdk d b/kj 1 ydj d] teb 1 ydj d reke bykdk fefMy
fcgkjgA ok T;My yixk d ,ViEIVh ; te €k dih Hh gh&ukvE rk duT;e djh gh ugh Idr
vkj u djr g vij u dib euMVv dk Lohdkj djr gA bud te d otg I dydUik I fudydj
d pkz etenkj vij dku BU;ky blVj fd;kA ;g tk eé; fcgkj gA bl fcglj e cMh >>V]
>xMK uj gy gvk 1gyA ckn e geykx d le; e Hb gviA bldk bl -lk e ge bl fcgk dk
fefMy fcgkj dk A wij Bkky €fLVI vkj eMy deh*fu ugh gkrk rk uDlfyTe ugh [IRe gkrrkA
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ykx ekur gA cgr ykx cgr rjg dh ckr ckyrA gekj ekuuh; e=h jg g] mi e[;e=h eknith
cB gA Ic pitk dh thudkjh budk g vkj gekjk %fu'B Ic/k g eknith TA blfy, vkt ge dib
dkelV ugh dju tk jg g] vkjke BA rk ;g g eé;] fefMy fcgkj dk gkyrA ve py thb, tgk

dnjr u gedk fn;kA ci< d| uDlfyTe dkA rc dnjr u ge wvkenuh Hi fn;kA >k[M i
>k[M dk bykdkA b*oj u] 1k u fcgkj dk VXj dN udliu djr g rk vienus Hkh

|gpk gA gekjk >kj[kM] ekoull] feujYl bruk jhp [kek ge JkA nf[k,] foMEcuk gA n[k d
IFk dguk M jok g fd tgk vienuh g midk ekfyd cu x;k fnYyh] BUVj vk tgk foMEcuk g
mldk elfyd fcgly 1jdkj pkg tk Hh jgA dkQh yMkb yM geA geu vt fd;k fd Hb] &k
vkenuh g Vvkj bruk cMk mkiy'ku gA te'kinth VKVk dib fjlp i<dj d ugh vk, Fk VKVk eA
txy e tidj— e vk, Fk te'knth VKVk vkj mudk ekye Fk fd ;g jip brke] ILrk dPpk
eky T;knk gA nljh ckr fd pni ycj g ;ok vk ;o ufn'k Hkh g vij blfy, ogk te'inth
VKVK bVy fd, te'knij eA rk gekjk tgk vkenuh g] ykok g] dk;yk gA vc fegkfj;k dk dguk
fd fcgkj bt jhp cV feghfjt vij 1vjA ;oh dgk Ekrk g fo}ku yx fMLd"ku djr g fnYyh e
cBdj foHuA mudh cf) 1j rjl wvirh gA ckyr g fcuk lip le> fd fcgky bt jip cv
fcgfjt vkj 1vjA geykx dk crir gA budk >0 ekye ugh g fd fcgkj dn €k vienuh g ml
vienuh dk ekfyd gk x;k fnYyh vkj gekjk ykgk] gekjk dk;yk ;9 BkjK ;gk 1j crib, vki Ic
ykx ok g] fjlp dfj,A "cky xlrkeh dgr jgr g ;g lc cirA ofj;k.k e dib elbll] feuyy
g D;N\ f1Q tehu gA %Vkvk] c<kvk mij egxk HEkA rk ofj ;k ] fnYy] uk; MK vkt pkjk rjQ
ped X;kA ykx mnkgj.k nr g fd Hkb] ;9 ped x;k vkj gekjk ykgk] BLrKA DLk Heek x;k
xtjk d Hko e nlj €txg vk fcgkgh yikxk dk dN gn-- D;k bUMLVht yxxi ;gi\ tc ge
fnYyh e cB&cB yikxk dk ILrk fey jgk g rk fQj ;gk D;k vk, xk fcgkj e\ yfdu ;gh dgk
X;kA er tb;kA fcgkj e er thb;kA TuMick gA rk geykx yM vij yMdj d dgk fd Hkb] b1 dk
cn djkA 0;kB cuk;k wk;ju di 0;kE cuk;k HEkA m/Aj Heedj— dk pedk;k] ‘gekjk eky
fudkydj wkj fcgkfj;k dk vielfur fd;k- bt jip cV fcgkfjt vij IVjA ;00 ckr geykx lu
jo gA vki IHh fotuk dk ekye g fd feruk eVkiklyVu fIVE g € in'lh vk, pkg dydUk e
vk, kK eghgk'Vv e vk, sk xtjkr d Nk ij vk,] vk d Nkj 1 wk, tgk len g ogk 1j ok
Vk,A geykx d ;gk dkb ugh vk;kA unh ugh g ;0K Jhoj gh ugh g yfdu dEivj fd;k Ekrk gA
fcgky d BkFk dEivy djr gA rk 'g reke ckrk dk é;ku e j[kr g, e> vQIkl g fd bl n"k
d € lykul A Iykux det*u Fk] mI oDr dib e[ ef=;k dk J; Fk yfdu geykx fcuk
lp&le> gekjh Be> 1 fd dku urfr Ic vk x;k fd Iykfux deftu dk [iRe dj d vkt
utfr vk;kx cu X;KA uffr vikx cu x;k gA "l;n dikb ehfvx R ,dk ugh gb g ubfr vk;kx
dk tgk rd gedk thudkjh gA ge puko e o;Lr FA ge m/kj ugh n[k jg Fk fd ehfVx gvk g
fd ugh gvk gA uhfr vk;kxA 1gydk vk;kx [lRe vkj ubfr vk;kx vk X;HA n[kk geu v[kckjk e
fd fcgkj db Bjdkj vkj gekj i1/kue= h th vkj gekj BkRd] Bc €k ykx Ho F fcgky dh rjDdh
vkj mlufr wkj fegkj d fodkl dk ckM yxk, Fk ;oA Ic txg Bkbu oM yxk FKA bl jkirk 1
c<xk fcgkjA geu v[kckj e n[k fd €gk 90 1fr*kr fnYyh B1Vj LikUIM Ldhe e gYi djrk Fi
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Jkov Fkk geykxk dk 8&10 jkT;k dk feykuk IMrk FA gj JKT;k dk 75 Hh Fik] 25 Hh FA bikj

v[kckj e geu n[k g fd €k Ik'ky 1DVj g] fcgkj e ge ckekj dh ckr ugh djr ge veR; lu
dh kr djr g fd Iky IDVj e gedk &;ku nuk iMxkA uhrt’k dekjth dh Bjdkj cfV;k di]
ctPp;k dk Hbfdy fn;kA utfr'k dekj dh 1jdkj cfPp;k dk 1k°kd fn;kA cfPp;k B;kuh girh g
rk mbid *kjhj e Ho ifjoru gkrk gA ; fn;kA Bkky BDVj dk ykxk u jiflo fd;k g vkj jiflo
djxk ugh Hkb] ;9 Bjdkj gekj xjhc&xjck yixk di Bjdkj gA rk e> vQIkI g fd utfr

vk;kx dh dkb cBd gb ;k ugh gb ;k fQj— Lrj 1j n[k geu v[kckjk eA geykx Hin feyx ogk
thkdj folkx d ykxk I fd xken.k IMdk dkA euekgu flgth d le; e ge Fk jy e=fA
;Jifi;u divh e tk eut ce fd;k bdkukeh ok bdkukeh ce fd;k rk fgUnLrku dk Hh Qk;nk gwvikA
u rk ckchb e Hh rufokg ugh feyrk Fk depkfj;k dkA ;g fLFfr FWA rk nfu;k e tc ce fd;k
vkj ce fd;k rk ge Fk ogk geykx FA rc fcgkj dk geykxk u 1€ fd;k vk uke fnjk x;HA
ikl fd;k eut 1E1 fd;kA Ldhe] €k uhM g fcgky dkA uke Fkk "kkjr fuek.kA Hkjr fuek.k vij
Wyr fuek.k e MQjWV dErkulvl FkA h,etokb] eujxk ,uvkj,p,e] -jy ,fJ;k e] LokLF;]
i<ib] fy[Wb] nokb] IMd bUYKLVDpj Vkj geykxk u jkT; dk iEi fd;kA ogh ikxke ;ih, UEC]
2 e Vk;k g vk ogh tkxke eknhth divifum djd FkMk uke oke cny fn,A ; uffr wvk;kx D;k
dj jok g\ ; dku ykx Hkb cB g\ D;k ok Iyku dj jg g\ criuk pkfg, uk 'k dk vij dl vc
n'k dn tk lel;k gA gekjk €k ulM gA euh dgk T wvikrk g vikj euh dgk € Vif[k cyll
D;k g\ & fou ykx rk €k i<dj n[k g vFok uDrk nx rk ekye gkxk fd] dg nxk ykx fd
ubrh* € d vikneh g] gVkviA fQ mud Bjdkj B dkb vk x;k rk mudh ckr pyxiA fQj nljh
Ijdkj vk xbA ckyxk ; creah dk vinet gA bldk gvkviA bl FkiMk e n*k dh turk dk D;k
geykx 1j'kku] vc fcuk IkpA fcuk Tkp&le> geykx ckyr g fd ge fcydy Lox e igpk nx]
puko e~ viuk le> I- thrk g ykx 1jdkj e tc cB thrk g rc 1hhuk NVrk gA 4 Tiy]
5 Tky rd b/kjé&m/j ckr dek Vkj puko vk,xk rc ee; in'k HkmFk d jkT;k e chtih ckyxk
fd ge 2 zlk;k pkoy nx] dix@ ckyxk ge M< Zlk;k nxA fcydy ;g %1 gA okvj dk vki D;k
%1 ndj d oV yr gid b1l /fke&de dju okyk ugh gA ble~ n'k dh turk Xxjhc vkneh
cdé&clpj gA ge Bk'ty thVI dh ckr djr gA fjtc'u dh ckr djr gA gekjk vuio g fd
ge vk, Fk ;oh e[;e=h cu F wiFk fy, FKA gekj xV yiMj ykd uk;d €;idk* ukjk; .k € d
efr d ulp vkj gedk H kh Ie> e virk Fik fd ge tk pkg ok dj nxA vku d ckn I geh dk
Be>k fnjk FRA Be>k;kA Be>ksk rk n Hj e ;g nf[k, €k Hbo 10k & Hh ffRkl g bldk
bekunkjh I vineh cd&clpj d 1kl igpk n rk cgr Bel;k dk Deklu viVkefvd gk €k, XA
gekjh 1jdkj cuh gA xBc/ku dn 1jdkj geykx dh cuh gA geykx dk dfeVeV g fd fcgkj dh
turk Hkx d fy, ugh ek g] Bok d fy, Hek gA ve- d fy, HE Hek;k BTy th bidk
nf[k,xkA ogk 1 yiVk fn;kA '04&'05/06 e nf[k, tc geykx Fk 95 1 ydj d 2005 e 10"
kaukUI det'fu 12 gtk djkM dk puk yxk fn;kA geykxk dk ugh fn;k tc fd HIfo/kkfud
viuok; rk g Qkbuk/l dehtu dk nukA ;g 10k geykx dk ugh feykA ge offk n dEijtu vkQ
n vnj MoyIM LVVIA ge fdlh jkT; dk fojk/k ugh djr yfdu gekjk Hh gd g vkj ykduk;d
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t;1dk"k ukjk; .k€h u dgk Rk bIh Xk enku e fd fe=k fglk ugA ty HjkA €ty 1 Lojkt
feyxk vij ;g VKVy fjHkY; "ku dk eoeV gA yMib yEch pyxiA t'idk'k ckc u dgk Fik vikj
mUgku fMQKbu fd;k FkA VKVY fJHKY; "ku dk fMObfu™ku D;k g\ fn[k; vkt f'lo dekj nkl
cB g gekj Mnfu;j vikb-,-, 1- vifQIjA ;g Ic ykx thur gA t,ldkk h u dgk fd tk lekt]
th dE;fuVvi] th- vktknh d cin vire tknku 1j cBk gvk g 'Kk 1] fpfdRlk 1] jk&h wkj
Jkexky—- midk e[; Mgk e ykuk gA bIh dk uke g VIVy fjHkY; "kuA blh dk uke g Vivy
FRHKY ; "kuA Tk; 1dk"k kc egku Bker/kph F 1k&ivj F 1k& xjic vkj mlgku fj;ylkbt fd;k 1j
geykx dikb ckr] Ik'ky €fLVI dh ckr gekjk dfeVelV g] euMV g Hkjrh; Bfo/kku dkA geykx
dk fryNh utj I n[k &krk gA ;g mfpr ugh gA gedk Lohdkj djuk pkig,A muykxk dk Hi
gd g fd ok Hh nk jth [k,] uu Jkvh [k, cMk ridA felu Qlyk n fn;kA vikh Qlyk €k
fnsk vij cMk ridk € Qlyk fn;k mBu eghl fd;kA mBdk Hh gd gA ok Hh 1Vuk e %e gk
g fd ek;k gkVy e cBdj ge Hd riuQfd;k divk I [kn&[kn dj [K,A riuQdok g u dkViA
gkFk 1 ugh [kkrk g— [kb,A vkid fy, "lkdkeuk gA rk ok Hih pkgrk g fd ge dc [k,xA ge
dc ,1 g crkb,A ; iVuk di IMd] gV] 1V igudj -y ydj ge %er F 1Vuk e fd FikMk
IN y tb, ugh rk ge ukpok nxA ;kn gkxk- gkx ykxA eu dgk vkj mul pk; Hh ge ibr
FA Jkr&jkr Hy IMd 1jA ve ;g /kurjl d fnu b dgk T /ku vk jgk gA ekj xiMi dk cfdx]
xiMh dk cfdx] hurjl-A furjl e rk fQJ ge mij py th,xA ykx dgk 1 fd;k HbA ; rk
Ho] Dk 6 %Vk egiRek Ir e QI X, vk 1Vuk d Vde e tie eA ,d fnu ge dgk fd Hib]
vLirky e H noko] MkDVj gekj ykx] vc ykx LokLF; e=h ejk cVk| uhrh*kth cuk, g rRdkyA
o] Ic tkdj d n[k vkj ekye gvk fd tk giodkv d :lk e g] 1Vuk ih,elh,p viirky] b
Ic chdy gvMMh I ydj vkij'u d fy, vinet €1 ViQd tke g uk ;gk ol ejht dk tke
JIK x;k gA dig HkbA dy dk ikuh ugh kjgk gA bIfy, wvkij'ku ugh gviA ; fcgkj dh
turk dk ,d mEehn Fd] 1kQHj Nkgc] egrk BkgcA ; fcYdy BB HkoA vkt Hh bruh fMEafjVh
g nk d vnjA e viidk gYdi&QYdk thkr dh tux.kuk div BEI] fcvi'kl] fotku Fk bl
ekey eA mlgku "31 e diLlV BH1 djk;k bfM;k e gou biM;k okt ukaMA ckiykn"k okt
buDyMM bu bfM;kA ikidLrku okt bUDyMM bu bfM;kA gekj nknk] ijnknk gkx ml le;
tux.kuk gvk FkA diLvV THT gvk FkA dku tkfr\ fdruk g\ mudh ekyh gkyr D;k g\ 1klu
d fy,] ,MefulV*ku d fy,A vk tefuk dk Hh cgr-dgk fd tetu fdl rjg dk gA ;g Ic
fd;kA 31 d ckn vix pydj bldk cn dj fn;k x;kA rk geu FkMk €M yxk;kA Hy gedk
eyk;e flg ;kno €] "kjn ;knoth iky;keV e geykx x,] %HBA yikch e %0 fd Hb] "k
fxurh gk x;kA "kjuh dk gk x;kA ek dk gk X;HKA ekjuh dk gk x;KA gkFlh dk gk x; KA ngkuh dk
gk x;KkA %Mk dk ge ugh thur fd %Mk dk gvk fd ugh gviA blku dk D;k nk'k g\ bldk D;k
ugh fxu jg g\ fdl tkfr dk dku vinel gA Ic dk djkA ykx cky yky ;kno fQj mino dhb
k) Xk~ rkmih e €V x;k fd "K{lf.kd vij viiFkd gkyr] yVLV fjiv nhft A 4 tykb dk
tVyh th tVyn t d lkeu ;g fjyit gv A "K{kf.kd vkj VKfFkDA wif[kjh okyk 1fiMx j [k
X;k fd Hkgh mino gk €k, xkA vk, xk ok Hk vk, Xk b "nfud tkxj.k v[kckj gA T;knk >dko
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jork g etnhth d rjQ BA cngky xko dh cnjx rLohjA ge db ckj cky gA cngky xko dh
cnjx rLohjA 1j eYd diA 4 tykb dk ykbcjh e gixk] uv T fudky ynfe,xkA vki Ic bldk
FkMk 1< yhfe,xkA b gvk 'nfud tkxj.kA yky ;kno dk dkb v[kckj g\ xko e gj rljk ;g
g 'fgUnLrku®] eknh Hko dk QKVKA k €Vyh € diA ,] gVk uk] rEgkjk 1B i<x\ ;g ¢
'fogunLrkutA €Vyh th dk QKVKA Xko e gj rilljk 1fjokj Hfeghu g dgk x;k fjlp\ dgk X;k
Iyku\ dgk x;k TR\ Hkjr d xko e gj rhlljk ifjokj Hfegiu g feldk dgk €k jok g fd re
fd/ij 1 fudykx\ dgk clkx\ ;g g "fginLrkuA 4 tykb- fcgkj e 65 1fr'kr xkeh.k ifjokj
Hfeghu gA &k fegkj dk fnjk x5k gA ge FkMk é;ku wkd'V fd;k fegkj— fd;k fd Hkb] Vk[kj
diu thr dk ykx gA €k gkykr gA bldk "KV&fyLV geu fd;kA rk "kV&fyLV e e 1<dj luk
nrk gA xyr gkxk rk dik vki ykx B/jok nhif€,xkA blku 1 xyrh gk tkrh gA ge T;nk
1<&fy[k g ge] ,y-,y-ch Hh g vij xt,V Hh g yfdu gedk dgk tkrk g fd yky ;kno vui<
gA ;gh uk py jok g VHeA xko dk gj rhlljk ifjokj Hfeghu gA rk ;g diu g\ bldk tefu
dgk x;K\ dku gMik fy,\ 6 n'keyo 68 yk[k %j Ha[k ekx dj wviuk thou clj dj jok gA
Ho[kA og vkidk Hikb gA wvkidk ifjokj gA vki rkdr g m/kj vki\ vge— eglonj LFku e] kv
d fdukjA cl LVM d fdukjA &k Ha[k ekx jg g ;g dku g\ bud fy, vitknh ugh g D;K\
bud fy, ctV ugh g D;kK\ fnYyh e rk vc] ykx] geykx tkr gA n[kr gh gx fd ,dne
NKVR&NKVR cPph vkj niMdj xkMh e] "nkf] ekxrk gA 75 ifrikr %jk dn elfld vienul] eFkyt
blde] 75 ifr'kr Qfeyh mldh elfld vienuh 5 gtkj 1 de g] fcyk 5]000@& ;g de gA ok
dl thou clj dj jok g Hkb\ bruk egxkb d teku eA 2 :-lk;k 3 zlk;k ftu byD"u e ykx
oV yu d fy, ndku yxir gA ble xyri dj x,A b ykx nky okyk jV ugh fulkfjr fd,A
XMcMk xGKA rk ;g 75 ifrikr ’?kjk dh ekfld vkenu 5000@& I de g- 25 ifr'kr ifjolj d
ikl ,d -e Hh ugh g dejkA [kiM ;kQl d kj IhlRA ve crib,A ,d blku dk 5 cVh
g;kd4cvkogA ,d -eedljg Jgk g o\ d i thou clj dj jok g\ geykx dk é;ku ugn
X;kA ve é;ku vkd'V gvk gA ouyh ou zeA ukvV yikbd fnlA bu , zeA vc cky,A dlI
nkekn vk x;k rk cVvh ifjokj dI\ dgk clj dj jgk g thou VIukA ;g vkink vktknh feyh FiiA
vitknh d 1gy xko&xko e iHkrQjh yxrk Fik fd “kjk 1 1€k feyk,xk ckyeA vitknh feyxh r
ykx bru BEilu gkx fd “kj 1 itk feyk,xA gedk fNiu dk Hh vk*k;kuk ugh gA 51 1fr'ir]
51-14 ifr'kr ifjokj fngkjh etnj g] etnjA tk igy I H F- dydUk thr FKA gekj ftyk-
th ekgh*kl ck/k dj ckv e ydj x;k m/AjA 51 ifrikr ifjokj etnj g bl n'k e QfeytA blf
d fy, eujxk- fnu dk de&de 1 mldk jkexkj fey geykxk u pyk;k FkA mle Hh Buk g
fd HeEMh&HEMN fd sk €k jok g dkVk & jok gA b dgk &k, XA 75% ck>k <k jgk g 11B 1]
2182 DoVy dkA dydUk e Tige ykxk dk ydj d fjD"% nkM jok g €1 %Mk nkMrk gA
fjD*k 51%, 23% | T'k k %k e 25 Bky 1 T;knk me dk dkb f*if{kr 0;fDr ugh gA 1€WV
diMi'ku vkQ wkoj— Ik<k&fy [k ugh gA g;t euh [kok gk jok g n'k Hj eA 10,000/~ Z15k 1
vikd elfld vienuh oky ek= 8% xkeh.k ifjokj gA ;g g fLRfrA b ge ugh cuk, g vkj ge
ikfyfvdy ckr ugh dj jg gA rk vc g fd ge dkb] é;ku vkidk vid'V fd;k fd Qjojh e tc
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ctV cuxk fnYyh dk rk budk pgjk ml wvkbuk e vk,xk fd ughA budk ctV cuxk fd ughA rk
geykx é;ku vikd'v dj nxA tk ektnk Bjdkj g vij 17ky eknh Bu jg gA budk egRo ogk
Jork g T;knk fnYyh e~ vif[kj ;00 d g u geykx Hb criviA BkF& BKF dke fd, g] BkFk& BKFk
vkj pyK b Ic rk gkr jgrk gA di re] dHh ok fd,] dHkh okA ge rk jkM 1j gh u gA chykA
ckyk jM 1j g fd ughA rk geykx Bc feydjA nf[k,] gkrk D;k g uk 1kQlj Nkgc fd uk
It viQ ,uh bdkukfelV tk vR&'KL=h gA vki fjlp djd fn,A ok fn,A ok fn,A midk
dib FikiM, n[k g Bjdkj eA ugh u buDyM djrk g IcA i<u dk QIr gh ugh gA dgrk g
ydj D;k djx— dib ugh dg jok g fd tul[;k i dl fu;=.k gkxkA ugh djxiA -
VH&'L=n ok 1dfr] ekdflLV fFk;kji] upj dVky djrk gA upj jxyV djxkA €k becyUl gk
Jok g egkekjh] HETA wvhh gky oh e 1Vuk e Hh HdEi ge ykxk u n[kKA eu Bkjk TyV
NKME&NKMd] vki xk/k enku e gej cxy e dib 1kd cuk gA dku |kd gkxk\ bdk&ikdA fdruk
vkl dg jg g fd Hkb tkvk u QyVok e] dkb Hh %Bu dk uke ugh y jok gA €k xko NiMd]
vk, Fk ok Hkx xko d rjQA b tk eYVh- cPpk Bc] Vit xk/kh enku e ePNjnkun yxkdjA cPpk
ckyk "kik] ePNj dkvV jgk gA* dkV xk uk Hkb ePNjA bruk wvki dpdMk dk] eu IykLvd di]
"kytu cuok fn;k gA crib,A geykx eLVM vi;y] ityk Bj KA ek geykx dk Vix ilkdj ijk
edv&ldkV] giFk e] Bkeu ,u&mu ePNj x;KA dib- Hkx tkrk gA vc ge diu nfusk e py
x,\ ml nfU'k e py X,A ,] dM ry D;k ugh yxk jg gk\ dkyk gk th, xkA dkyk pgjk gk
T, XA QIh vk &k, XA crkvk] eLVM vk;y] eLVM bt efMIhuA gekjk n*K gejk Bljky] b
ftruk Ho g ckl&nk k' 1 ydj Njnknk rd dk ogh uk pyk vikrk g fd [ku d fyy'lu 1A vc
fdruk Qy dich [Kb, dkb Lokn yx jgk gA vineh 1Vuk e cpu g fd fd/kj cf<;k ok dckc
feyxi\ dku ndku e dclc feyxki\ dckc 1 clh |ka e [kpk djr gA —rk gekjk] fdlh d
geykx fojk/lh ugnA gekjk n' vkx c<A vkt tk H ¥ g] tk m|yC/ Ii/ku g] bldk
bdvy MLVIC; "ku dfj, vk €k 10N NVk g] mBdk Li'ky d;j dhft A ge Nykx yxkuk pkgr
gA blify, fcgkj dh dekj vkj b Ic ykx] eknieh] Bc ikvh) vky 1kvh cky fd Li‘ky dVxjh
e gedk jIKA eknieh 1rk ugh b byD'ku e fdruk yk[K D;k ckydj X, g vk ok Ic ykx
LVMh djxk fd |Ik dc vk;k yindj fd geh ykxk dk &€k IVyh LilUEM- crk, gA rk Ic d
fcgky dk €c rd Nykx ugh yxk;k €k, xkA gedk jkbV g uk Hkb fd ge Hh cjkcjh e ogk tk,A
cjkcjh e gedk tiu dk vifkdkj g fd ugh\ gA blhfy vkl BHR ykxk dk e /l;okn nrk gA
fMLd"ku gkr jguk pkfg dyk e vkiykx €] , ,d ykx fotu-— 1kVh g vitdyA gedk
Ho cykb, yfdu Vioh 1j n[kr gkxA tc dkb dke ugh g dN ykdy Vhon diA ,d 1 ,d fo}u
dk cBkrk g IcA xtcé&xtc dk pgjk n[kdj gedk rk rjl vkrk g Qyuok g dk jA ;g Ic
ekxn'kd cuk gvk g gejkA xtc KA eryc vki vxj nf[k,x viidk Ijnn gk &k, xk €k
ckyrk gA ugh VvPNk wvkneh rk ugh- ok fl[kdj HErk g fd Are budk xfj;kuk re mudk
xfj ;kukA* ge viuk 1kvh d 10Drk ykx dk dg fn, fd fcuk IN vkiykx er thukA D;k fo'; g
gel IN yA VPNK iIN ykA ykx ogk okp djr g uk HkbA b dku- ok dku 1kvh d g-- fcgkjh
yix dk vki Te>r g fd e[k gA n uk fn;k viuk QIykA b fcgkj 1 uk Ic ykx Iifku yx
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X, gA I'lyA vc bl puko e rEgkjh 1kvh ggh rk dkx @ 1kvh fj€o®ku dk Boky mBk;kA ekye
g fd ugh\ irk djulA ok fyto"ku dk Boky ogk mBk;kA geu dgk dl thrk HbA rk fj€o u
1j ©rkA rk vkiykx BHh ykx dk] vkidk vkj ,-,u- fRUgk bULVIP;V Hb g uk Hkb fjlp djr g
ykx] ,-,u- fRUgk bULVIP;V e\ cgkyh d fy, ekjk&ekjh] ADdk&/Ddh Ic dkA rk nf[k,] Bid 1
pyokb vkiykxA geykx dk 1jk Bg;kx JgxkA geykx dk Kku dk clk vkiykx djolkb,A —th
nk 1<&fy[k vkneh ugh uk FA fctyh dk €k vifo'dkj fd;k ok T;knk 1<&fy [k vineh ugh uk
FkA ,d 1 ,d nfu;k e tk fo}ku g, gA cgr fouk dk geykx n[kr g fd gedk yxrk g fd
dN fnu e ; @d gk tk,xA rjg&rjg dk ckrA %1 X;kA geu dgk 'D;k g*A rk gekj ikl lc
;keuk gA 5 gkxkA geu dgk <tyk gA rk o <hyk gA gedkl mI Bekt B vk, gA ml fcy |
fudydj vk, gA gedk Kku ugh g fd ; fefuee uiM D;k gA iniy di\ fefuee uiM g uk Hkb\
eu uu jkvi] diM{ i<ib&fy[ikb vij mid fy, jkth jkexkj dk dke dfj,A dkb wvij vkl
ekxu tk jok g fd gedk ; N onifg,A ok n nift,A vkidk f1Yoj tcyh d volj ij BEi.k
vinh ifjokj di| & , 1N, VM g vkiykx d BiF) Bc dk gekjh giind "ltkdkeuk g] c/ikb g vkj
1lQlj lkgc] egrkth dk e cgr&cgr /Kjokn nrk g fd migku viu prj e vkiykx dk
ekxn'ku fd;kA bu phek dk| fotuk d gj rjg d ckrk dk geykx dk viukuk pkfg ] Bh[kuk
pkfg, vkj IHh cM&c<-- fyVjlh d ekey eA ; fjetcjA geu dgk fd pjokgkA ok &k xk;] Hl]
cdjh pjkrk g ukA mle Hh VyV gA geu el t Hkek Fik ,d ckj fd de 1 de ok Hk fothu ok
i g) mle Hh VyV gA rk lekt dk vkdf'kr fd;k Fik geu wvkj dgk Fk fd pjokgk foky;
[kyxA txg&txg dN [kykA Hkjh deV muykxk u fd;k fd yky ;kno viuk cPpk dk cf<;k
Ldy e Ht jok g vk xjic ykxk dk dgrk g pjokgk foJky ;A gedk cyk;kA nfusk d ykxk ul
ekuun; xV vtu flg €t ,p-vij-Mi- fefulVj F ftud txg ij Lefr € cBh gb gA rk ok geu
n[k fd Hb] IfteV gvk Fik fnYyn eA gedk le> e ugh vk;k fd dig d fy, gedk ge dku
fo}u g fd gedk cyok;k €k jgk g— vxth ckyu oky ykx vkj ekye gvk fd pjokgk foky;]
vkl & Hh deV dj nhft, yfdu nfu;k €] nfusk Hj d fou] bl rjg d fofkuk u LVM
fd;kA D;k ckr gk jok g\ fdl rjg dk ckr\ ,abfl,V fd;k vkj gedk 1Nk ykxk uA ge Ic cir
crk;kA ,Md"fu Q' vij fEl n'k dk 1kiy"u vicknh clh g vk Li‘kyh €k gekj efLye
cnll g] cxykn' g |deru e yMfd;k db f'k{k e cMh Hkjh den dk f€@ gvk fd yMid;k
Ldy ;k dkyt vkt el rjg dk dkb ekgky jgrk ok ugh tkrA blfy, Bc— nu dk i<ib
fy[ib dk- nu dk dkeA rk e viuh fo}rk dk ;gh fojke n nrk g It ykx dk e 1.ke djrk
gA

1kQlj urki Hku egrk % Jn yky ilknth u €k vke Kku dh xxk cgib g vkj e ;g dg
Idrk g fd mUgku dkb , I ckr ugh dgh g fel 1 vigefr triut iMA & migu ,d rjg |

rh jIh g viu <x I gj fo'k; 1jA Dkekftd U;k; dk D;k Lo:zlk gkuk pkig,A 0;oLFk dk
D;k Loz Ik gkuk pkfg,A 1°kBu dk D;k Loz Ik gkuk pkfg,A fon™k uhfr dk D;k L0'i gkuk pkg,A
1thkr= e 1jLijrk dk D;k Loz Ik gkuk pkfg,A ; & migku pukrh j[k g h u doy fcgkj
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dfy, ; Iynidfy, ghAeflQ mul bruk gh vixg d:-xk fd vc ckxMkj Hh vkid gkFk
e gA vxj vki u;zk ekxn'fu fnflk,x rk ";n ; n'k bl pukrh 1) [kk mrj ik, xk vk ;g
tolkengh 5 Bky ckn gkxhA gk Bdrk ;gh feyA blh rjg d ep ij yfdu e cgr&cgr viikj
0;0r djuk pkgrk gA [kIdj d Jh yky ihinth dkA bugku Bgh eku e] Bgh eku e e dib
Vi ;kiDr d fglhkc 1 ugh dg jok gA fel rjg 1 vkt tk Kku dh xxk cgkb g] ok &k pukrh
J[ g geykx d Bkeu midk ,d rjg 1 €&l euj u Hh ogh fo'y'k.k fd;k g fd ; €k Doky
g fd gekj 1thkr= e D;k deh jg xb g fd ok bu pukir;k ij [kjk ugh mrj jok gA vxj ;g
,d cMk Boky ge Ic feyty dj] cBdj] Ic jkturl] cf)thfo] €k Ha) vxj bl Bel;k dk gy
fudky n fd dl ; bl itkr= dk bl rjg y tk,] bl MibjD"u e y tk, fd ok €k ykyth
u pukrh Ik g mb pukrh 13 [kk mrjA rk "G n Hegr dk vk feghy nkuk dku, ik T T€u
gkxkA e ;o Ic dk /l;okn nuk pkgrk g wvkj “kckyth Bkge 1 vixg d:xk- dN dguk
pkgxA e Bubrkeh 1 vixg d:-xk fd ok okv vkQ FDH| eelVi-

Professor Prabhat P Ghosh: Respected Shri Laloo Prasad ji, our Chief Guest this afternoon,
Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta, President of the gathering, Professor James Manor, our
distinguished speaker, and ladies and gentlemen: At the end of this excellent discourse, one of
the most challenging dimensions of state politics in India, it is my proud privilege to propose a
sincere vote of thanks. During the next year or so, we have plans to celebrate our Silver Jubilee
Year with a number of seminars and lectures. This lecture, as Dr. Gupta said already, is our
curtain raiser event. I, for one, would think that this event has been as splendid as we had hoped
it would be. We are grateful to many distinguished dignitaries for this enlightening event. To
begin with, | first express my deepest gratitude to Shri Laloo Prasad ji for gracing this occasion
as our Chief Guest. In the past, there have been several occasions where he was kind enough to
attend our function and encourage us. | particularly remember one of his addresses on adult
education in the late 90s, right in the ADRI premises, which had concluded with the words
“padho ya maro”. Either be educated or be prepared to die. It was later used as an extremely
effective slogan for promoting adult education campaign in Bihar, laying the foundation for
social empowerment in the state. Sir, we are thankful to you for your kind support you have
given us all these years. Friends, | would now like to thank Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta for
presiding over this curtain raising lecture. Those of us who are familiar with Dr. Mehta’s writing
would know that he not only writes on a variety of social and political issues in India but does so
with the utmost rigor using extremely inter-disciplinary framework. It was indeed a privilege for
us to have him here amongst us this afternoon and his sincere remark, previous remark that he
made on the political discourse in India was also extremely useful. As our main speaker, we had
this afternoon Professor James Manor, owner of an astounding mind which had tried to unravel
the intricacies of politics in present day world. We are grateful that India occupies a huge space
in his academic canvas and, of course, for this lecture this afternoon. As social scientists, many
of us are eager to read foreign authors, not because they are foreigners but because they have one
additional advantage of taking a detached look of the problems that India faces. I think Professor
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Manor has leveraged that detachment most effectively to give us some of the most outstanding
understanding of Indian politics. We are grateful to him for this lecture. In our forthcoming
Silver Jubilee lectures and seminars, we will try our best to maintain the standard that he has set
for us this afternoon. Friends, in the audience, | see a number of dignitaries who are all present
here to attend the Lecture and encourage us. On my own behalf and on behalf of ADRI, let me
give thanks to all of them, particularly Shri Abdul Bari Siddiqui ji, Shri Bijendra Prasad ji, Shri
Sushil Modi ji, Srimati Anita Devi, Shri Abdul Ghafoor ji, Shri Ram Chandra Purve ji, Shri
Mundrika rai Yadav ji, Shri Uday Narain Chaudhry ji, Dr. Ruchira Gupta, Shri Anoop
Mukherjee, Shri Rameshwar Singh, Shri Manoj Srivastava, Sri Sanjay Kumar and Dr. Abdul ...
To all others in the audience, we are all very grateful for being with us this afternoon. To
members of the Press, both print and electronic, | extend my sincere thanks and hope that you
accord adequate coverage of this splendid event. Let me conclude this Thanksgiving by
remembering my colleagues at ADRI who have all worked hard to make this session a success.
Thank you once again.
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